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No dismissal in 
court-martial of 
USS Fitzgerald 
ex-commander 

By Dianna Cahn 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A military 
judge has ruled that statements 
by the Navy’s top two officers 
about a deadly 2017 destroyer 
collision constituted apparent un¬ 
lawful command influence, but 
not enough to merit a dismissal of 
the case. 

The court-martial of Cmdr. 
Bryce Benson, the USS Fitzger¬ 
ald’s former commanding officer, 
will go on. 

Seven sailors were killed June 
17, 2017, when the Fitzgerald and 
a commercial vessel, the ACX 
Crystal, collided in the dark of 
night in busy waters off the coast 
of Japan. Benson is accused of 
two counts of dereliction of duty 
through neglect and improper 
hazarding a vessel through negli¬ 
gence. A further charge of negli¬ 
gent homicide has been dropped. 

In a ruling from Thursday 
shared with Stars and Stripes, 
the judge, Capt. J.T. Stephens, 
found that the chief and vice 
chief of naval operations have 
stated on multiple occasions that 
as commanding officer, Benson 
was responsible for — or guilty 
of negligence in — the collision, 
and those statements “ignored 
the accused’s presumption of 
innocence.” 

But the judge found the state¬ 
ments did not impact a decision 
by a consolidated disposition au¬ 
thority in January to charge Ben¬ 
son. The judge denied a motion by 
the defense to dismiss the case, 

SEE DISMISSAL ON PAGE 7 


Dismissal of the 
charges is not yet 
necessary to remove 
the taint of apparent 
[unlawful command 
influence], f 

Capt. J.T. Stephens 

military judge 



Stennis is first US carrier in Persian Gulf after long absence 

The long absence of a U.S. carrier in the 
gulf broke the regular flow of carriers to 
the region since 9/11 and could be the new 
norm under departing Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis’ dynamic force employment 
policy, meant to show more unpredictabil¬ 
ity to U.S. adversaries. 

“We’re switching it up because our 


± after the carrier strike group 
sailed through the Strait of Hor¬ 
muz on Friday, arriving during a time of 
increased threats from Iran and ending an 
eight-month carrier absence in the region. SEE patrol on page 2 


A U.S. sailor stands watch aboard the aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis 
during a transit through the Strait of Hormuz on Friday. 

Jarrod a. ScHAD/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Trump: 
Mattis 
leaving 
Jan. 1 


By Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump announced on 
Sunday that Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis now will leave his post 
on Jan. 1, tweeting that deputy 
Pentagon chief Patrick Shana¬ 
han will take over as acting sec¬ 
retary to cover the accelerated 
departure. 

The move Insldei 
comes just 

three days ■ Mattis’ 

departure 

protest over CO 17165 at 

SSJ to critical time 
pull all U.S. for N. Korea, 

troops out of I IQ Pa CTO R 
Syria and de- rdge O 

livered a blis¬ 
tering letter to the president that 
roiled Washington and reportedly 
angered the White House. 

Mattis originally said he would 
stay through February to ensure 
an orderly transition. But US. of¬ 
ficials said that the fallout of his 
decision to leave — including the 
shock and dismay expressed on 
Capitol Hill — annoyed Trump 
and likely led to Mattis’ leaving 
earlier than planned. 

Lt. Col. Joseph Buccino, a 
spokesman for Shanahan, said 
the former Boeing executive will 
accept the appointment as acting 
secretary. 

“The Deputy Secretary will 
continue to serve as directed by 
the president, and the Depart¬ 
ment of Defense will remain 
focused on the defense of the na¬ 
tion,” Buccino said Sunday. 

While Mattis’ resignation fol¬ 
lowed Trump’s announcement 
that he soon would pull all of the 
approximately 2,000 US. troops 

SEE LEAVING ON PAGE 5 
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Patrol; Crew 'thankful’ 
for support from home 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

adversaries are watching close¬ 
ly,” said U.S. 5th Fleet spokes¬ 
woman Lt. Chloe Morgan, 
according to The Associated 
Press. 

“We want to be operationally 
unpredictable to our enemies 
but strategically predictable to 
our partners.” 

Lt. Cmdr. Jessica Anderson, 
a USS Stennis spokeswoman, 
told Stars and Stripes that the 
carrier group plans to operate 
in the Gulf throughout the holi¬ 
days and celebrate with holiday 
meals, religious services and in¬ 
dividual celebrations. 

Anderson said all sailors on 
the Stennis can communicate 
with loved ones back home, and 
the crew will enjoy some rest 
and recuperation while in the 
Gulf at an undisclosed time and 
location. 

Despite working through 
Christmas, the crew appears to 
be in good spirits, posting cheer¬ 
ful messages on Facebook. 

“Merry Christmas Mommy, 
Gracie, Ally and James. I miss 
you all very much, and I wish 
you a most happy Christmas,” 
said an aviator in a Santa hat. 

“Happy Holidays to every¬ 
body on the John C Stennis, ev¬ 
erybody in Maryland and my 
whole family,” said a food ser¬ 
vice assistant. 

Anderson emphasized that 
the Stennis will maintain flex¬ 
ibility and rapid redeployment 
readiness amid the Christmas 
celebrations. 

“The John C. Stennis team is 


thankful for all of the support 
from loved ones back home,” 
Anderson added. 

“We are proud to be a mis¬ 
sion-ready platform, fulfilling 
the nation’s tasking.” 


'we are 

proud 

to be a 

mission- 

ready 

piatform, 

fuifiiiing 

the 

nation’s 
tasking. ^ 

Lt. Cmdr. 

Jessica 

Anderson 

USS Stennis 


The Sten¬ 
nis has not 
had any “un¬ 
safe” inter¬ 
actions with 
Iran or any 
maritime 
force since 
arriving in 
the 5th Fleet 
area, An¬ 
derson said, 
although the 
AP reported 
Friday that 
Iranian Rev¬ 
olutionary 
Guard ves¬ 
sels trailed 
the Stennis 
and even 
filmed the 


ship using a drone. 

Iranian officials are threaten¬ 
ing to close off the Strait. 

The Stennis arrived in the 5th 
Fleet theater in December to 
conduct operations with the USS 
Essex and the 13th Marine Ex¬ 
peditionary Unit for Operation 
Freedom’s Sentinel, an anti-ter¬ 
rorism exercise that provided 
armed support to Afghan secu¬ 
rity forces. 

It also teamed up with the USS 
Stockdale and Spruance and the 
French and Australian navies in 
an anti-submarine exercise. 


karsten.ioshua(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: (I)joshua_karsten 



Photos courtesy of the U.S. Navy 

Top: U.S. sailors transit the flight deck after preparing an IVIH-60R Sea Hawk for takeoff from the aircraft 
carrier USS John C. Stennis in the Strait of Hormuz on Friday. Above left: Sailors direct a C-2A Greyhound 
onto a steam-powered catapult during flight operations last week. Above right: A sailor rests before flight 
operations. 
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Photos by Martin EcNASH/Stars and Stripes 


Above: U.S. Marines with Speciai Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force Crisis Response Africa walk past a herd of cows during 
training near Barbate, Spain, on Thursday. Below: Spanish and U.S. Marines wait for a cow to pass in front of their Humvee. 




Cows watch as Marines drive through a 
Spanish base during training. 


HERD 

MENTALITY 

Marines grab training by 
the bull’s horns in Spain 

By Martin E gnash 
Stars and Stripes 

BARBATE, Spain — Watching out for 
“cow pies” on patrol, adjusting fire to ac¬ 
count for free-range cattle and sleeping 
while bulls with foot-long horns walk past 
their tents are some of the things U.S. Ma¬ 
rines are getting used to in Spain. 

Marines deployed here train frequently 
on Spanish military 
bases, where local 
farmers let herds of 
cattle graze the land. 
They make for inter¬ 
esting — albeit intimi¬ 
dating — companions 
as the troops live and 
work in proximity to 
roaming bulls on the 
training areas. 

The Marines are 
part of Special Purpose 
Marine Air-Ground 
Task Force Crises Re¬ 
sponse Africa, the unit 
created after the 2012 
Benghazi attacks in 
Libya to respond to any emergencies in 
North Africa. 

Working around cattle is just part of the 
experience, the Marines say, and “when in 
Spain” has become a catchphrase among 
the Americans whenever they experience 
cow-related activity, like having to maneu¬ 
ver Humvees around passing heifers. 

For Sgt. Stephen Michaels, an infantry 
squad leader who grew up on a cattle farm 


before joining the Marines, the sight of 
cows brings back memories of home. 

Michaels said he has had to educate his 
fellow Marines on cow behavior. 

“Most Marines are freaked out when 
the cows get really close to you, or start 
running when we’re walking by,” Mi¬ 


chaels said. “You don’t have to be afraid of 
them.” 

The Marines often come close enough to 
the bulls to touch them. 

“If you’re not afraid of them and they’re 
friendly, there’s no reason why you can’t 
pet one,” said Michaels, whose unit began 


its nine-month deployment to Spain in 
October. 

“They’re just not used to seeing animals 
this big up close. But they’re actually re¬ 
ally friendly. You just don’t want to mess 
with one when he’s defending his territo¬ 
ry,” said Michaels, who has become known 
as the “Cow Whisperer.” 

Friendly or not, the cows and bulls walk¬ 
ing by at night still freak out some of the 
Marines, Michaels said. 

“They will walk right up to our sleeping 
bags and check us out. They’re very curi¬ 
ous,” Michaels said. 

With so many cattle around, it’s no sur¬ 
prise that cow droppings are all over parts 
of the hills and fields the Marines are 
using. 

While out on patrols. Marines have to 
be wary of stepping in cow pies, which can 
sometimes be hard to notice with all the 
mud they are trudging through. 

Even with the cows leaving behind home¬ 
made “area denial weapons,” many of the 
Marines have come to look at these bovine 
beasts fondly and take steps to ensure cows 
don’t get hurt, including making sure they 
don’t wander into a live-fire area. 

“They’re like big dogs, keeping us com¬ 
pany while we’re training,” Michaels said. 

egnash.martindistri pes.com 
Twitter: (I>Marty_Stripes 
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Navy joins Japan and UK for submarine-hunting exercise 


By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan 
— U.S. sailors joined forces with Japan’s 
Maritime Self-Defense Force and the 
United Kingdom’s Royal Navy for the first 
time during a submarine-hunting exercise 
in the Philippine Sea. 

The opportunity for the two-day trilateral 
exercise, which was to wrap up Saturday, 
surfaced following the completion of a nine- 
month deployment by the Royal Navy’s 
oldest serving frigate, the HMS Argyll, ac¬ 
cording to a Navy statement Thursday. 


Alongside the Argyll, the JMSDF he¬ 
licopter destroyer JS Izumo and a Navy 
submarine were also taking part in the 
anti-submarine warfare exercise Sub¬ 
marine Group 7 commander Rear Adm. 
James Pitts said in the statement. 

A Navy P-8A maritime patrol aircraft 
from the Florida-based Patrol Squadron 
16 also participated in the drills. 

“This exercise provided an unprecedent¬ 
ed opportunity to work together in support 
of a free and open Indo-Pacific,” Pitts said. 
“Working together to learn more about our 
systems and processes helps us cooperate 
more effectively at sea.” 


Chinese activity in the South and East 
China seas has long been an issue for na¬ 
tions in the region. Tokyo protested to 
Beijing early this year after a submarine, 
presumed to be Chinese, was detected near 
Okinawa and the disputed Senkaku Islands 
— an uninhabited chain surrounded by re- 
source-rich waters between Okinawa and 
Taiwan — that is claimed by both coun¬ 
tries but is administered by Japan. 

While each maritime service is accus¬ 
tomed to operating together in multilateral 
exercises like Rim of the Pacific, this is the 
first trilateral exercise in the 7th Fleet’s op¬ 
erating area, according to the statement. 


The commitment by each force to im¬ 
prove maritime cooperation and cohesion 
spurs from a 2016 trilateral summit at the 
Pentagon attended by each service chief, 
said Capt. Katsuyoshi Motoyama, com¬ 
mander of the JS Izumo. 

“Given the increase in maritime traffic 
worldwide and current events, the impor¬ 
tance of increased collaboration and coop¬ 
eration between our three highly capable 
and like-minded services can’t be over¬ 
stated,” he said. 

lopez.christian@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CLopez_Stripes 
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Tort Trump’ talks 
on track in Poland 



Andrew HARRER/Bloomberg 


President Donald Trump speaks as Polish President Andrzej Duda listens during a news conference at 
the White House on Sept. 18. 


By Rick Noack 

The Washington Post 

BERLIN — U.S. relations with 
its key allies were thrown into tur¬ 
moil last week by multiple parallel 
Trump administration decisions, 
including a partial withdrawal of 
U.S. troops from Afghanistan and 
the abandonment of the Syrian 
Kurds and other groups. A short 
time later, Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis announced his resignation 
in a letter that left no doubts about 
his disdain for the U.S. president’s 
treatment of allies abroad. 

But there are U.S. alhes, and 
then there are alhes of President 
Donald Trump. 

The Polish government has in 
recent months tried to position 
itself in both categories, with ef¬ 
forts that culminated in a special 
offer in September. If you move 
troops to Poland permanently, 
Pohsh President Andrzej Duda 
told Trump at a news conference 
at the White House, we’ll name 
it after you: “Fort Trump” — de¬ 
signed for a unique era in U.S. re¬ 
lations with the world. 

The Polish government offered 
Trump money, fame and an op¬ 
portunity to portray himself as an 
ally against Russia. Months later, 
those efforts are now starting to 
become a case study on how far 
aUies are wilhng to go in luring 
Trump into smaller concessions, 
even when he so vehemently acts 
against their broader interests. 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin is a clear winner of Trump’s 
tumultuous decisions last week. 
Amid the U.S. withdrawal, he is 
set to become the “undisputed 
international power broker in the 
war-torn country and win an op¬ 
portunity to consolidate a coun¬ 
trywide victory for its ally, Syrian 
President Bashar Assad,” accord¬ 
ing to Washington Post reporters. 


Putin didn’t make a secret out of 
his approval, calling Trump’s de¬ 
cision “correct.” 

Separately, the Russian leader 
is also interested in weakening 
NATO, and Trump’s decision to 
withdraw about half of all U.S. 
troops from Afghanistan does 
just that, European commentators 
warned on Friday. 

A hybrid approach 

Yet, somewhat curiously, talks 
about a permanent U.S. pres¬ 
ence on Polish soil with the aim 
of deterring Russia appear to be 
moving ahead even as Trump is 
raising questions over the future 
of NATO, according to recent in¬ 
terviews with government repre¬ 
sentatives. Last month. Defense 
Minister Mariusz Blaszczak told 
Pohsh radio that it was not a ques¬ 
tion of whether but of how the base 
would be constructed. Top officials 
repeated those claims last week. 

The discussions appear to have 
moved on from the idea of one or 
several mqjor bases — as is the 
case in neighboring Germany — 
to a more hybrid approach that 
could result in US. personnel 
being based in existing buildings 
across the country. 

The Polish president’s naming 
proposal for a mqjor base always 
appeared to have been in jest, 
and Polish officials have lately 
refrained from referring to the 
planned base as such, much to the 
dismay of the Polish media. 

But the remarkable news con¬ 
ference in September will be re¬ 
membered as a metaphor for a 
bigger question Poland has shared 
with other European allies of the 
United States ever since Trump 
became president: Does he care 
about a rational strategy—or does 
he care about pleasing people who 
praise him? 


Poland still has some of the high¬ 
est approval ratings for Trump in 
any foreign country, which has al¬ 
lowed the right-wing government 
to pubhcly and repeatedly praise 
Trump in ways that would have 
triggered an immediate backlash 
elsewhere. 

Security benefits 

To the Polish government, the 
potential security benefits of a 
permanent U.S. presence on its 
soil so far appear to outweigh the 
risk of domestic embarrassment. 
Poland is located right next to 
Russia, and given Russia’s long 
history of foreign occupation, con¬ 
cerns over Russian military activ¬ 
ity have long been more pressing 
here than in neighboring Germa¬ 
ny, for instance. 


But in a week in which Trump 
so easily abandoned other allies 
in the Middle East, more officials 
in Warsaw and other European 
capitals are asking themselves if 
“Fort Trump” or some variation 
of it would be worth anything if 
theoretical threats ever became 
more pressing. Trump himself 
provoked those speculations when 
he suggested in an interview with 
host Tucker Carlson on Fox News 
that the United States may not ful¬ 
fill their obhgations under NATO 
treaties if one of the alliance’s 
members were ever attacked. 

“Why should my son go to Mon¬ 
tenegro to defend it from attack?” 
Carlson asked in the interview, to 
which Trump responded: “I un¬ 
derstand what you’re saying; I’ve 
asked the same question. ... You 
know, Montenegro is a tiny coun¬ 


try with very strong people. ... 
They are very aggressive people. 
They may get aggressive and, con¬ 
gratulations, you’re in World War 
III. But that’s the way it was set 
up. Don’t forget, I just got here a 
little more than a year and a half 
ago.” 

Mattis was credited by the 
United States’ NATO allies for 
controlling most of his president’s 
instincts and for acting as a miti¬ 
gating factor and as a filter be¬ 
tween them and the raw Trump. 

But with the Pentagon now 
headed into an uncertain future, 
Poland’s moderate Rzeczpospolita 
newspaper wondered on Friday if 
the “Fort Trump” talks could still 
falter. “Now [our negotiators] will 
have to wait for a new partner. 
May they not be disappointed with 
him,” the paper concluded. 


Iran looks to expand reach across Mideast as US influence wanes 


By Liz Sly and Loveday Morris 

The Washington Post 

BEIRUT — One of the biggest winners 
of President Donald Trump’s decision to 
withdraw troops from Syria will be Iran, 
which can now expand its reach across the 
Middle East with Washington’s already 
waning influence taking another hit. 

The abrupt reversal of U.S. pohcy re¬ 
garding its small military presence in a 
remote but strategically significant corner 
of northeastern Syria has stunned U.S. al¬ 
lies, many of which were counting on the 
Trump administration’s seemingly tough 
posture on Iran to reverse extensive gains 
made by Tehran in recent years. 

Instead, the withdrawal of troops opens 
the door to further Iranian expansion, 
including the establishment of a land cor¬ 
ridor from Tehran to the Mediterranean 
that will enhance Iran’s abihty to directly 
challenge Israel. It also throws into doubt 
Washington’s ability to sustain its com¬ 
mitment to other allies in the region and 
could drive many of them closer to Russia, 
an Iranian ally, analysts say. 


“This is a dream 
come true for the 
Iranians,” said Riad 
Kahwqji, who heads 
the Institute for 
Near East and Gulf 
Military Analysis, a 
defense consultancy 
in Dubai, United 
Arab Emirates. “No 
longer will Iran take 
Rouhani the Trump admin¬ 
istration seriously. 
It’s an isolationist administration, it will 
no longer pose a threat, and Iran will be¬ 
come bolder in its actions because they 
know this administration is more bark 
than bite.” 

A top Iranian official gloated Fri¬ 
day that the United States has admitted 
failure in its attempts to “overrun” the 
Middle East, according to Iran’s Tasnim 
News Agency. 

“The Americans have come to the con¬ 
clusion that they can exercise power nei¬ 
ther in Iraq and Syria nor in the entire 
region,” Brig. Gen. Mohammad Pakpour, 


the commander of ground forces of the 
Revolutionary Guard Corps, said at a 
news conference in Tehran. 

The most immediate impact will be in 
Syria, where U.S. troops have been serv¬ 
ing as a buffer against Iranian expan¬ 
sion throughout the country as Syrian 
President Bashar Assad — backed by 
Iran-trained and -funded militias — con¬ 
solidates control over areas that rebelled 
against him in 2011. 

The area in northeastern Syria where 
most of an estimated 2,000 US. troops 
are based is now up for grabs, with both 
Turkey and the Syrian government vying 
for control. 

The Syrian Kurds, who manage the 
area, say they are hoping to reach a deal 
with Assad that would head off a feared 
Turkish incursion — and bring the Iran- 
allied government into areas overseen 
by the U.S. military. Of more immediate 
concern to Israel is a much smaller toehold 
the U.S. military has maintained at Tanf, a 
tiny territory in Syria along the border of 
Iraq and Jordan. 

The Trump administration has not said 


whether the withdrawal plan includes 
Tanf, where about 250 U.S. Special Forces 
are based alongside a Pentagon-trained 
unit of former Free Syrian Army rebels. 

The rebel commander, Muhannad al- 
Talla, said the rebels had been told to pre¬ 
pare for a U.S. pullout, although they were 
not given a date. 

The U.S. base is located at the border 
crossing between Iraq and Syria, along 
the shortest link between Tehran and the 
Syrian capital of Damascus, a route Iran 
could use to sustain the growing arsenal of 
missiles and rockets that its ally, Hezbol¬ 
lah, is building in Lebanon. 

The unilateral decision to withdraw, 
without a plan for what comes next, has 
called into question the Israeh assump¬ 
tion that it can count on the United States 
to protect Israel against Iran, Israeli ana¬ 
lysts said. 

“The sense now in Israel is that Israel 
is essentially alone in the task of back- 
walling the Iranian military presence in 
Syria,” said Ofer Zalzberg, a Jerusalem- 
based analyst with the International Cri¬ 
sis Group. 
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Evan Vucci/AP 


Deputy Secretary of Defense Patrick Shanahan, right, listens as 
President Donald Trump speaks during a Cabinet meeting at the 
White House in April. 

Leaving: President, Mattis ‘just 
could never get on the same page’ 
as philosophies, world view differ 


Resignation raises concerns 
about US-S. Korean alliance 


^You see North Korea flexing their muscle now: “Why 
don’t you leave South Korea before we do a deal?” f 

Sen. Lindsey Graham 

R-S.C. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

out of Syria, officials said the res¬ 
ignation was the result of an accu¬ 
mulation of disagreements. 

In a stunning resignation letter, 
Mattis made clear he did not see 
eye to eye with a president who 
has expressed disdain for NATO 
and doubts about keeping troops 
in Asia. 

Earlier Sunday, Trump’s act¬ 
ing chief of staff said Trump had 
known for “quite some time now” 
that he and Mattis “did not share 
some of the same philosophies ... 
have the same world view.” 

Mick Mulvaney told ABC’s 
“This Week” that the president 
and his defense chief “just could 
never get on the same page” on 
Syria, adding that Trump had 
said since his presidential cam¬ 
paign that “he wanted to get out of 
Syria.” Mulvaney said the presi¬ 
dent “is entitled to have a secre¬ 
tary of defense who is committed 
to that same end.” 

Asked whether Trump wanted 
a Pentagon leader willing to chal¬ 
lenge him or someone in lock step 
with his views, Mulvaney said “a 
little bit of both.” 

“I’ve encouraged him to find 
people who have some overlap 
with him but don’t see the world 
in lockstep with him,” Mulvaney 
said. 

The Pentagon on Sunday would 
say only that Mattis serves at the 
pleasure of the president. 

Other officials said it wasn’t 
clear whether Mattis had spoken 
directly to Trump about the ac¬ 
celerated departure. Mattis was at 
work on Friday, and defense offi¬ 
cials had insisted he was planning 
to stay through February, when 
he would attend a NATO defense 
ministers meeting. 

Meanwhile, Senate M^ority 
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky, 
joined leading Republicans on for¬ 
eign affairs in urging Trump to re¬ 
consider his decision to withdraw 
American forces from Syria. 

“We believe that such action at 
this time is a premature and costly 
mistake that not only threatens the 
safety and security of the United 
States but also emboldens” Islam¬ 
ic State, President Bashar Assad’s 
government, Iran and Russia, ac¬ 
cording to the letter, organized by 
Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C. 


They asked Trump to “not make 
any final decision for 90 days to 
allow time to adequately study 
the impacts of this decision on our 
partners, our allies and the re- 
emergence of ISIS and other ter¬ 
ror groups, to ensure our nation’s 
strategic interests are secured.” 

But Mulvaney, asked on ABC 
whether there was any chance the 
president might change his mind 
on the Syria 
decision, 
said: “No. 

I think the 
president 
has told peo¬ 
ple from the 
very begin¬ 
ning that he 
doesn’t want 
us to stay in 
Syria for¬ 
ever. You’re 
seeing the 
end result 
now of two 
years’ worth 
of work. But 
keep in mind 
it’s not un¬ 
usual for a 
president to 
lose members of the Cabinet over 
these types of disagreements.” 

Just after tweeting the an¬ 
nouncement about Shanahan, 
Trump said he had had “a long 
and productive call” with Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 
Trump said they discussed ISIS, 
“our mutual involvement in Syria, 
& the slow & highly coordinated 
pullout of US. troops from the 
area. After many years, they are 
coming home.” 

Shanahan, a longtime Boeing 
Co. executive, was nominated for 
the deputy job in early 2017. 

He moved up through the man¬ 
agement ranks at Boeing over a 
career that began in 1986. The 
Puget Sound Business Journal 
called him a Boeing “fix-it” man in 
a March 2016 report. He oversaw 
the company’s global supply-chain 
strategies and use of advanced 
manufacturing technologies. 

Shanahan was central to get¬ 
ting the 787 Dreamliner on track 
after production problems in the 
program’s early years, the report 
said. 


By Kim Gamel 
Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
abrupt resignation of Defense Sec¬ 
retary Jim Mattis injects new un¬ 
certainty at a critical time for the 
U.S.-South Korean alliance and 
nuclear talks with North Korea. 

The apparent reason for his 
departure — President Donald 
Trump’s decision to withdraw 
US. troops from 

ANALYSIS Syria and Af- 

ghanistan — also 
underscored an 
unpredictabihty of US. foreign 
policy that could extend to the di¬ 
vided peninsula. 

Trump has said in the past that 
he wants to pull Americans from 
South Korea to save money despite 
the threat from the North. Critics 
said the abrupt pullout from Syria 
raised concern for allies in Seoul 
and elsewhere. 

“It has rattled the world,” Re¬ 
publican Sen. Lindsey Graham 
said as he called on Trump to re¬ 
verse the decision. “You see North 
Korea flexing their muscle now: 
‘Why don’t you leave South Korea 
before we do a deal?”’ 

Mattis, a retired Marine gen¬ 
eral who is widely respected in the 
South, planned to leave his post by 
the end of February, but Trump 
tweeted on Sunday that Mattis’ 
last day would be Jan. 1 and that 
deputy defense secretary Patrick 
Shanahan would take over in the 
interim. 

Mattis’ two years as defense 
chief included many disagree¬ 
ments with Trump. 

The former four-star general 
didn’t spell out those issues in 
his two-page resignation letter 
that he hand-delivered to Trump 
on Thursday, but his decision 
was widely seen as a rejection of 
Trump’s “America First” foreign 
pohcy that has led to disputes with 
longtime alhes. 

His departure also will deprive 
officials in Seoul of somebody they 
considered a voice of reason in the 
Trump administration. “It’s cer¬ 
tainly going to cause concern, I 
think, in South Korea,” said Jenny 
Town, a Korea speciahst at the 
Washington-based Stimson Cen¬ 
ter. “Mattis is one of the few peo¬ 
ple they looked to for direction and 
reason in an administration where 
it has been often difficult to deci¬ 
pher what our policy is and where 
our relationship is going.” 

Mattis was seen as a steady¬ 
ing factor last year when Trump 
and North Korean leader Kim 


Jong Un traded threats of war as 
Pyongyang conducted a series of 
missile and nuclear tests before 
diplomatic efforts reversed ten¬ 
sions earlier this year. 

“It’s hard to see where this 
goes until we have a better sense 
of who’s coming next, but it’s also 
hard to see that this move is going 
to improve relations both with our 
friends or our adversaries at this 
point,” Town said. 

Town and others speculated 
that the president will choose a 
staunch sup¬ 
porter who 
won’t push 
back on de¬ 
fense issues. 
“Mattis was 
always reso¬ 
lutely against 
any kind of 
military ac¬ 
tion in North 
Korea,” 
Mattis Town said, 

adding that 
appointing somebody who refuses 
to disagree with Trump raised the 
danger of allowing “callous and 
brash moves.” 

Seoul and Washington insist 
their alliance, which has lasted 
since the 1950-53 Korean War 
ended in an armistice instead of 
a peace treaty, remains ironclad. 
But they have disagreed over the 
approach to North Korea as talks 
aimed at persuading it to give up 
nuclear weapons have stalled. 

The two sides also have been 
unable to reach a new agreement 
on sharing the cost of stationing 
some 28,500 US. troops in the 
South. Trump has demanded that 
the South sharply increase its con¬ 
tribution. The current contract is 
set to expire at the end of the year, 
although the sides said talks are 
ongoing. 

Mattis resigned days after 
Trump announced he was pulling 
all US. troops out of Syria and or¬ 
dered more than 7,000 withdrawn 
from Afghanistan. The decisions 
stunned allies and partners who 
are fighting with the Americans. 

“My views on treating allies 
with respect and also being clear¬ 
eyed about both malign actors and 
strategic competitors are strongly 


held and informed by over four 
decades of immersion in these is¬ 
sues,” Mattis wrote. “We must do 
everything possible to advance an 
international order that is most 
conducive to our security, pros¬ 
perity and values, and we are 
strengthened in this effort by the 
solidarity of our alhances. 

“Because you have the right 
to have a Secretary of Defense 
whose views are better aligned 
with yours on these and other sub¬ 
jects, I believe it is right for me to 
step down from my position,” he 
added. 

The resignation highlights fears 
that the United States may be an 
undependable partner for alhes, 
said Park Hwee Rhak, a professor 
of politics at South Korea’s Kook¬ 
min University. 

“I think Trump’s decision to 
withdraw US. troops from Syria 
completely and swiftly has un¬ 
nerved the U.S.-South Korean al¬ 
liance,” he said. “It shows the US. 
won’t play the role of the world’s 
policeman despite a desire to do 
so from the president’s advisers, 
including the defense secretary.” 
gamel.kim(i)stripes.com 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Turkey sends 
troops to town 
in northern Syria 


Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Turkey is massing 
troops near a town in northern 
Syria held by a U.S.-backed and 
Kurdish-led force, a war monitor 
said as Turkish media reported 
Sunday new reinforcement cross¬ 
ing the borders. 

The Turkish buildup comes 
even though Turkey said it would 
delay a promised offensive in east¬ 
ern Syria in the wake of President 
Donald Trump’s decision to last 
week withdraw U.S. troops. 

Trump tweeted on Sunday that 
he had a “long and productive” 
call with Turkish leader Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan in which they dis¬ 
cussed “the slow & highly coordi¬ 
nated” pullout of U.S. troops from 
the area. It was the two leaders’ 
second phone conversation in 10 
days. 

US. military officials are scram¬ 
bling to come up with a schedule 
for the withdrawal of an estimated 
2,000 troops. 

A statement from the Turkish 
presidency said the two leaders 
agreed to coordinate mihtarily 
and diplomatically to ensure the 
U.S. pullout from Syria does not 
lead to an “authority vacuum.” 

Trump’s decision, announced 
last week after a call with Erdo¬ 
gan, surprised his alhes and own 
experts, sparking the resignation 
of two of his top aides. He had 
asked for an immediate withdraw¬ 


al, but experts convinced him that 
they needed time to work out a 
timetable. 

The Turkish IHA news agency 
reported that a convoy of Turkish 
troops — a commando unit — had 
been sent into Syria overnight. 

The Syrian Observatory for 
Human 
Rights said 
the reinforce¬ 
ments were 
sent to the 
front line 
with Manbij, 
where US. 
troops have 
been based. 
The Obser¬ 
vatory said 
50 vehicles 
crossed into 
Syria carry¬ 
ing troops and 
equipment. 

A Turkish 
military offi¬ 
cial, speaking 
on condition 
of anonymity in hne with govern¬ 
ment protocol, said the military 
reinforcements were dispatched 
to the areas administered by Tur¬ 
key in northern Syria, without 
elaborating. 

The spokesman for the Kurd¬ 
ish-led Manbij Military Council, 
Sharfan Darwish, said Turkish re¬ 
inforcements have arrived in the 
area. “We are taking necessary 


'we are 
taking 
necessary 
measures 
to defend 
ourselves 
if we are 
attacked. ^ 

Sharfan 

Darwish 

spokesman for 
the Kurdish-led 
Manbij Military 
Council 



Susannah George/AP 


American troops look toward the border with Turkey from a small outpost near Manbij, northern Syria, in 
February. President Donald Trump announced last week he is withdrawing U.S. troops from Syria. 

measures to defend ourselves if 
we are attacked,” he said without 
elaborating. 

U.S. troops based around Man¬ 
bij patrolled the town and sur¬ 
rounding area on Sunday and 
were photographed speaking with 
the residents. 

Turkey has welcomed Trump’s 
decision. Ankara views the Kurd¬ 
ish-led Syrian Democratic Forces 
as an extension of the insurgency 
within its borders. Erdogan has 
vowed to dislodge the Kurdish 
fighters from along its border with 
Syria. 

The U.S. has since 2014 part¬ 
nered with the Syrian Kurdish 
mihtia to drive out Islamic State, a 
partnership that soured relations 
between Ankara and Washington. 



Presidential Press Service/AP 


Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan addresses a meeting 
Saturday of a youth organization founded by his elder son, Bilal 
Erdogan, and his friends in Istanbul. 


2 Pakistan critics appointed to top posts in Afghanistan 


By Amir Shah 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Afghan Presi¬ 
dent Ashraf Ghani appointed hard-line op¬ 
ponents of neighboring Pakistan to two top 
security posts on Sunday, potentially com¬ 
plicating U.S. efforts to revive peace talks 
with the Taliban ahead of next summer’s 
withdrawal of 7,000 American troops. 

Ghani announced that Amrullah Saleh 
will be the next interior minister and Asa- 
dullah Khaleed will be defense minister. 
Both are former intelligence chiefs who 
have blamed Pakistan for the Taliban’s 
resurgence in recent years and have even 
called for it to be declared a state sponsor 
of terrorism. 

Afghanistan’s parliament will have to 
approve the appointments. 

Pakistan, which has influence over 
the Taliban, is taking part in the latest 
U.S. effort to revive the peace process. It 
was Pakistan that helped orchestrate last 
week’s talks in the United Arab Emirates. 
Representatives of Saudi Arabia, the UAE, 
Pakistan and the United States attended 
those talks with the Taliban. 

In a significant development, Afghani¬ 
stan’s national security adviser was also 
in the UAE, and while he did not attend 



talks with the Taliban, he met with Wash¬ 
ington’s peace envoy Zalmay Khalilzad, 



AP photos 


who reportedly kept him informed of the 
discussions. 


However, two high-ranking officials in 
Kabul, who spoke on condition of anonym¬ 
ity because of the sensitivity of the talks, 
said Ghani was displeased that the Taliban 
refused to hold direct talks with the Afghan 
government in the UAE. The Taliban have 
repeatedly refused to talk to Kabul, calling 
the government American puppets. 

The Taliban, who heralded the an¬ 
nounced withdrawal of half of the 14,000 
U.S. troops currently in Afghanistan as a 
good step toward peace, have refused to 
comment on the appointments of Saleh and 
Khaleed. In 2012, a Taliban suicide bomb¬ 
er targeted Khaleed, who suffered serious 
injuries. 

Meanwhile Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Shah Mehmood Qureshi told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press that he will be in Kabul on 
Monday for talks with the government to 
reinforce Pakistan’s commitment to find¬ 
ing a peaceful end to Afghanistan’s 17-year 
war. 

Qureshi will be in Kabul on the first leg 
of a regional tour that will also include 
Iran, China and Russia. 

“Good relations between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, as well as peace in Afghani¬ 
stan, is critical for regional stability,” said 
Qureshi. “Pakistan wants a sustainable 
peace in Afghanistan.” 


Asadullah Khaleed, left, and Amrullah Saleh, both former A^hanistan intelligence 
chiefs and hard-line opponents of Pakistan, have been appointed to top A^an posts. 
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Coast Guard's new cutter 
at its homeport in Hawaii 



Courtesy of Ingalls Shipbuilding 


The U.S. Coast Guard cutter Kimball, shown on Dec. 17, 2016, 
arrived on Saturday in Honolulu, its new homeport. 


By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii 
— The first of the Coast Guard’s 
combat-capable, Legend-class 
ships to be homeported in Ha¬ 
waii, the U.S. Coast Guard cutter 
Kimball, arrived in Honolulu on 
Saturday. 

Arriving from Pascagoula, 
Miss., where it was built, the Kim¬ 
ball is the seventh of the Coast 
Guard’s new breed of national 
security cutters to enter the fleet 
since 2008, the Coast Guard said 
in a statement. 

“Kimball will routinely conduct 
operations from South America 
to the Bering Sea,” the statement 
said. 

A second Legend-class ship is 
expected to homeport in Hawaii 
next year, the statement said. 

They are “designed to be the 
flagships of the Coast Guard’s 
fleet, capable of executing the 
most challenging national secu¬ 
rity missions, including support 
to U.S. combatant commanders,” 
the statement said. 

The new generation of cutters 
is the replacement for the 378- 
foot, high-endurance Hamilton- 
class cutters that have been in the 
Coast Guard fleet for more than 
50 years. 

National security cutters are 
significantly longer, at 418 feet. 
They have a top speed of more 
than 28 knots — about 32 mph 


— and a range of 13,800 miles. 
They can hold a crew of up to 160 
and stay at sea for three months 
if need be. 

Legend-class ships are armed 
with a 57-millimeter gun, which 
can fire more than 200 rounds a 
minute and can be used effective¬ 
ly against a high-speed, maneu¬ 
vering surface target. Other arms 
include a 20-millimeter gun and 
four .50-caliber machine guns. 

In addition to its combat capa¬ 
bility, the beefed-up cutter has 
familiar Coast Guard missions: 
interrupting illegal immigration 
and the flow of illicit drugs, pro¬ 


tecting domestic fisheries, and 
search and rescue, the statement 
said. 

The cutter is named for Sum¬ 
ner Kimball, who was the su¬ 
perintendent of the Life-Saving 
Service, which was a predecessor 
to the modern-day Coast Guard, 
the statement said. 

Kimball established a train¬ 
ing school for young officers 
that morphed into the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


Dismissal: Judge chastises Navy officers 
for comments; gives defense some leeway 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

saying “dismissal of the charges 
is not yet necessary to remove the 
taint of apparent [unlawful com¬ 
mand influence].” 

The ruling referred to numer¬ 
ous statements made in the wake 
of the Fitzgerald collision and a 
second deadly collision in Au¬ 
gust 2017 that killed 10 sailors in 
which Chief of Naval Operations 
Adm. John Richardson cited 
negligence and poor judgment 
and decision-making by the com¬ 
manding officer and other ship 
officers. 

The judge chastised the CNO 
and VCNO, saying they knew 
better. 

“Specific comments and/or 
opinions about the accused’s 
guilt or innocence cannot be re¬ 
leased when an accused is facing 
court-martial, especially when 
those comments are made by the 
Navy’s two top flag officers,” Ste¬ 
phens wrote. “CNO and VCNO 
knew they should not discuss the 
specifics of the case yet they re¬ 
peatedly did.” 

The judge said similar state¬ 
ments continued after Richardson 


appointed Adm. Frank Caldwell 
to serve as the consolidated dis¬ 
position authority to review all 
nonjudicial punishments to date 
— including Benson’s — and de¬ 
termine what disciplinary actions 
should be taken. 

In one statement cited in the 
ruling, Richardson told a press 
conference Nov. 2, 2017, that “we 
found the [commanding officers] 
were at fault; the executive offi¬ 
cers were at fault.” 

Stephens found that the repeat¬ 
ed comments were “the result of a 
coordinated message as opposed 
to a single slip of the tongue,” and 
noted that they were made be¬ 
fore Benson was charged, while 
Caldwell was considering charges 
and after Caldwell charged Ben¬ 
son and others in January 2018. 

Still, while Stephens found that 
it is possible that if left unad¬ 
dressed, the unlawful command 
influence might have “placed an 
intolerable strain on the public’s 
perception of the military justice 
system,” he ruled that it did not 
ultimately influence Caldwell’s 
decision to charge Benson. 

He also determined that cura¬ 


tive steps should be taken “in an 
effort to remove the taint of appar¬ 
ent UCI from this court-martial.” 

The court will allow Benson 
and his lawyers to conducted ex¬ 
tensive voir dire — jury selection 
interviews — to weed out anyone 
who might have been influenced 
by the statements. 

In addition, the court ordered 
that an additional question will be 
asked of all potential jury mem¬ 
bers to ascertain whether they 
were at speeches made by Rich¬ 
ardson that contained statements 
about Benson. 

It gave the defense room to add 
voir dire questions, and gave the 
defense two extra pre-emptive 
challenges — bringing the total to 
three — to reject potential jurors 
once challenges for cause are 
exhausted. 

The court-martial, sched¬ 
uled to begin Jan. 29, has been 
continued. 

The parties are targeting a new 
trial date for May, according to 
the court documents. 

cahn.dianna@stripes.com 
Twitter: @DiannaCahn 


Trump honors soldier 
whose family he chided 


Bloomberg News 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump signed a bill Fri¬ 
day to name a Virginia post of¬ 
fice after Humayun Khan, the 
Muslim-American soldier killed 
in Iraq whose parents he attacked 
during the 2016 campaign. 

The measure was sponsored 
by Republican Rep. Tom Garrett 
of Virginia and passed Congress 
unanimously. Khan died at 27 
in 2004 and was posthumously 
awarded a Purple Heart and 
Bronze Star. 

His parents, Khizr and Ghaza- 
la Khan, appeared together on 
stage at the 2016 Democratic 
National Convention, with Khizr 


Khan criticizing then-Republi- 
can presidential nominee Trump 
for his calls to ban Muslims from 
entering the U.S. Ghazala Khan 
didn’t speak, later writing in The 
Washington Post she didn’t think 
she could keep her composure. 

Trump suggested Ghazala 
Khan was forbidden from speak¬ 
ing and questioned whether Khizr 
Khan wrote his own words or if 
Hillary Clinton’s campaign did 
instead. 

In a statement later issued by 
his campaign. Trump said Capt. 
Khan was a “hero” and should 
be honored as should any mili¬ 
tary servicemember who dies in 
combat. 



Craig Bailey, Florida Today/AP 


A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket lifts off at the Cape Canaveral Air Force 
Station in Cape Canaveral, Fla. on Sunday. 


SpaceX launches powerful 
GPS satellite for Air Force 


Associated Press 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — 
SpaceX has launched the U.S. Air 
Force’s most powerful GPS satel¬ 
lite ever built. 

A Falcon 9 rocket blasted off 
from Cape Canaveral, Fla., on 
Sunday, hoisting the satellite into 
orbit. 

The satellite was supposed to 
soar Tuesday but rocket con¬ 
cerns and then weather delayed 
the flight. 


Heather Wilson, secretary 
of the Air Force, said this next- 
generation GPS satellite is three 
times more accurate than previ¬ 
ous versions and eight times bet¬ 
ter at anti-jamming. 

It’s the first in a series and 
nicknamed Vespucci after the 
15th-century Italian explorer who 
calculated Earth’s circumference 
to within 50 miles. 

It was SpaceX’s 21st and final 
launch of the year, a company 
record. 
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Shutdown could last into the new year 


Budget director 
doesn’t expect 
quick resolution 

By Erica Werner 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — The partial 
government shutdown may last 
through the New Year and into 
the next Congress, White House 
budget director Mick Mulvaney 
said Sunday. 

“It’s very possible that this 
shutdown will go beyond the 28th 
and into the new Congress,” Mul¬ 
vaney said on Fox News Sunday. 

The new Congress starts Jan. 
3, at which time Democrats will 
take over control of the House. 

Mulvaney said the White House 
had made Democrats an offer 
below the $5 billion President 
Donald Trump had previously 
demanded for his wall and “the 
ball is in their court.” 

Democrats have refused to 
agree to any new money for the 
border wall. 

Unlike past shutdowns, this one 
seemed to lack urgency, coming 
during the long holiday weekend 
after Trump had already de¬ 
clared Christmas Eve a federal 
holiday. 

Rather than work around the 
clock to try to end the shutdown, 
as they had done in the past, the 
leaders of the House and the Sen¬ 
ate effectively closed up shop. But 
they didn’t rule out action if a deal 
were struck. 

The government partially shut 
down at the start of Saturday 
night after funding lapsed for 
numerous agencies, including 
those that operate national parks, 
homeland security, law enforce¬ 
ment, tax collection and trans¬ 
portation, expired at midnight. 
Close to 400,000 federal work¬ 
ers are expected to be sitting at 
home without pay until a deal is 
reached, and numerous services 
will be halted in that time, with 
the effects broadening the longer 
the funding lapse lasts. 

Dozens of national parks and 
monuments were closed Sat¬ 
urday. The Securities and Ex¬ 
change Commission has posted 
a list of the services it will soon 
suspend, including the process¬ 
ing of certain business records. 
The Justice Department, Com¬ 
merce Department and Internal 
Revenue Service are preparing to 
keep thousands of workers home 
without pay. 

Employees at those agencies 
deemed essential will continue 
working without pay, including 
many Transportation Security 
Administration workers deal¬ 
ing with the influx of holiday 
travelers. 

After every previous shutdown. 
Congress has passed legislation 
to retroactively pay employees. 


Craig Ruttle/AP 

A ferry full of passengers steams toward the Statue of Liberty in New York on Saturday. New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo made funding 
available to keep the landmark open despite the partial government shutdown. 

Open and closed: Shutdown’s impact on parks, tourists 


By Michael R. Sisak 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The huddled 
masses are still able to visit the 
Statue of Liberty. The Grand 
Canyon is open for business. The 
government says other national 
parks “will remain as accessible 
as possible,” although some roads 
at Rocky Mountain National 
Park are closed as snow goes 
unplowed. 

But, while the star-spangled 
banner yet waves at Fort McHen¬ 
ry in Baltimore, the gates at 
the War of 1812 landmark are 
locked. 

Tourists trekking to parks and 
historic sites across the US. on 
Saturday saw a mix of impacts 
from the federal government’s 
second shutdown in less than a 
year. 

Some attractions are stay¬ 
ing open thanks to funding from 
states and charitable groups. 

At some parks, you’re welcome 
to take a hike — but you’re largely 
on your own. At others, like the 
closed Gettysburg National Mili¬ 
tary Park in Pennsylvania, you’re 
out of luck. 

Utah’s state government is pay¬ 
ing to staff the visitor centers at 
Arches, Bryce Canyon and Zion 
national parks. Arizona is pony¬ 
ing up to keep trails, shuttles and 
restrooms open at the Grand Can¬ 
yon. New York is footing the bill 
for the Statue of Liberty and Ellis 
Island for the third shutdown in 
five years. 

“Many travelers have planned 
their visit for months in advance 
and have traveled from all over 
the world to be here,” said Utah 
Gov. Gary Herbert, a Republican. 
“We want them to return home 
with memories of magnificent 
vistas and welcoming people, not 
locked doors.” 

The shutdown is affecting nine 
of the 15 Cabinet-level depart¬ 
ments, including Interior, which 
runs national parks, and Agri¬ 
culture, which runs national for¬ 


David Zalubowski/AP 

Motorists glide through the unattended toll booths at Rocky Mountain National Park in Estes Park, 

Colo., on Saturday. 


ests. About 16,000 National Park 
Service employees — 80 percent 
of the agency’s workforce — are 
being furloughed. 

Temporary and permanent ex¬ 
hibits at the Clinton Presidential 
Library and Museum, a top tour¬ 
ist attraction in Little Rock, Ark., 
are closed, but the restaurant 
is open and offering “Shutdown 
Specials.” 

A lack of plowing is closing 
roads at Rocky Mountain Nation¬ 
al Park in Colorado, the fourth- 
most popular national park in the 
country, and the visitor centers 
are locked. “This is really disap¬ 
pointing,” said Sarah Schlesinger 
of Boulder, Colo., who went to the 
park with two nieces from Florida 
who had never seen snow before. 

Unplowed roads also could 
hinder access to Crater Lake in 
Oregon, Mount Rainier in Wash¬ 
ington and other parks normally 
inundated with snow this time of 
year. 

Hotels, restaurants, stores and 
gas stations at Yosemite National 
Park in California remain open 


and seem unaffected by the shut¬ 
down, which has canceled some 
programs, closed visitor centers 
and left campgrounds unstaffed. 

“It’s basically free to get in the 
park and people are coming and 
going as they please,” said Jade 
Lezon, a cashier at the El Portal 
Market, near an entrance to the 
park. “It looks like summer today. 
Perfect weather for a government 
shutdown.” 

Superintendent Cassius Cash of 
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park in Tennessee said visitors 
should practice “leave no trace” 
principles to avoid fouling up the 
park when no visitor services are 
available. The holiday period is 
typically one of the park’s busiest 
weeks, he said. 

“During the government shut¬ 
down national parks will remain 
as accessible as possible,” said 
National Park Service spokes¬ 
man Jeremy Barnum, noting that 
wilderness-type vault toilets are 
still available where visitor cen¬ 
ters are closed. 

Navy sailors operating the 


tour boats aren’t affected by the 
shutdown. 

At Alcatraz, getting in might 
be harder than getting out. The 
company that provides ferry ser¬ 
vices to the federal penitentiary- 
turned-National Park site in San 
Francisco Bay kept its daytime 
tours going on Saturday but can¬ 
celed behind-the-scenes and 
night tours. 

At the Statue of Liberty and 
Ellis Island, it was business as 
usual after New York Gov. An¬ 
drew Cuomo, a Democrat, said the 
state would fund operations, as it 
did when the federal government 
shut down in 2013 and in January. 
It will cost the state about $65,000 
per day, Cuomo said. 

In Arizona, Gov. Doug Ducey 
activated the state’s Grand Can¬ 
yon Protection Plan, which calls 
for the state to underwrite the 
cost of public safety and basic 
services at the desert treasure. 
Arizona developed the plan after 
it stepped in to fund operations 
during the last shutdown, 11 
months ago. 
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Santa tracker will still run despite shutdown 



Jerilee Bennett, The (Colorado Springs, Colo.) Gazette/AP 


Canadian Lt. Maj. Chris Hache takes a call while volunteering at the NORAD Tracks Santa center at 
Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado Springs, Colo., on Dec. 24, 2017. 


By Dan Elliott 

Associated Press 

DENVER — The government 
may be partially shut down, but 
that won’t stop hundreds of volun¬ 
teers dressed in Christmas hats 
and military uniforms Monday 
from taking calls from children 
around the world who want to 
know when Santa will be coming. 

The military says the NORAD 
Tracks Santa won’t be affected 
by the partial shutdown because 
it is run by volunteers at Peterson 
Air Force Base in Colorado and is 
funded by the Department of De¬ 
fense’s budget that was approved 
earlier this year. 

Now in its 63rd year, the Santa 
tracker became a Christmas Eve 
tradition after a mistaken phone 
call to the Continental Air De¬ 
fense Command in Colorado 
Springs, Colo., in 1955. 

CONAD, as it was known, had 
the serious job of monitoring a 
far-flung radar network for any 
sign of a nuclear attack on the 
United States. 

When Col. Harry Shoup picked 
up the phone that day, he found 
himself talking not to a military 
general, but to a child who wanted 
to speak to Santa Claus. A Colo¬ 
rado Springs newspaper had run 
an ad inviting kids to call Santa 
but mistakenly listed the hotline 
number. 

Shoup figured out what had 
happened and played along. The 
tradition has since mushroomed 
into an elaborate operation that 


attracts tens of thousands of calls 
every year. 

For the 1,500 civilian and mili¬ 
tary volunteers who will answer 
the phones for kids calling 1-877- 
HI-NORAD, it infuses the holiday 
with childlike wonder. 

“They’re all really sweet, small 
voices,” said Madison Hill, a vol¬ 
unteer who helped answer the 
phones in two previous years. 

“I had a little girl tell me good¬ 
night instead of goodbye,” she 
said. “It’s really sweet.” 


The North American Aero¬ 
space Defense Command — a 
joint U.S.-Canadian operation 
based in Colorado Springs, Colo., 
that protects the skies over both 
countries — has taken over the 
Santa tracker since the tradition 
started. The military command 
center embraced and expanded 
the Santa-tracking mission and 
has been rewarded with a bounty 
of goodwill and good publicity. 

Last year, NORAD Tracks 
Santa drew 126,000 phone calls. 


18 million website hits, 1.8 mil¬ 
lion followers on Facebook and 
179,000 more on Twitter. 

It takes 160 phones to handle 
the calls that pour in. 

New volunteers get a playbook 
that briefs them on the questions 
kids might ask. Big screens on the 
walls show a Santa icon making 
blistering progress around the 
globe. US. and Canadian officers 
do live TV interviews from the 
phone rooms. 

“It really gets you into the 


Christmas spirit,” said Hill, a stu¬ 
dent at Mississippi State Univer¬ 
sity who got involved through Air 
Force family members stationed 
in Colorado Springs. 

“There are Christmas carols in 
the background; everyone’s very 
friendly, happy to be there,” she 
said. 

One year, she took a call from 
a boy who began reading a very 
long Christmas list. 

“I remember having to cut him 
off after the 10th present or so,” 
she said, explaining to him that 
she had to take calls from other 
children. 

A girl told Hill she wanted to 
warn Santa not to bump into a 
bell hanging on her door. 

“I think she wanted Santa to be 
quiet and not wake her up,” Hill 
said. 

Sometimes the volunteers have 
to handle the unexpected. In 2012, 
a child from Newtown, Conn., 
asked if Santa could bring extra 
toys to families who lost children 
in the mass shooting that year at 
Sandy Hook Elementary. 

“If I can get ahold of him. I’ll try 
to get the message to him,” replied 
the volunteer, Sara Berghoff 

NORAD’s commander. 

Air Force Gen. Terrence J. 
O’Shaughnessy, will also take 
a turn answering the phones 
Monday. 

“ThisismyfirstNORAD Tracks 
Santa,” said O’Shaughnessy, who 
took command in May. “I’m re¬ 
ally excited.” 


Melania Trump’s red topiary trees a hit at Christmas parties 



Carolyn Kaster/AP 


Topiary trees line the East colonnade in the White House during the 
2018 Christmas preview on Nov. 26. 


By Darlene Superville 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Melania 
Trump’s cranberry topiary trees 
may have left some of her critics 
seeing red, but they turned out to 
be a Christmas hit — one of sev¬ 
eral new ideas the Trumps intro¬ 
duced this holiday season. 

In a four-week stretch of 21 
holiday parties, the president 
also did fewer official photo ops 
and largely froze out the media. 
But in time-honored tradition, 
politicos still used the celebra¬ 
tions to squeeze in last-minute 
deal-making. 

Many of the soirees unfolded 
under the threat of a partial gov¬ 
ernment shutdown that took ef¬ 
fect Saturday. 

The first lady’s decision to 
place more than 40 red trees on a 
green carpet along the East Wing 
colonnade turned out to be quite 
the attraction. Pedestrian traffic 
jams formed as guests clamored 
to be photographed in front of the 
unusual holiday landscape. 

“Every single person that came 
through the East Wing stopped 
for a photo,” said conservative 
commentator Paris Dennard, a 
recent guest. 

Armstrong Williams, anoth¬ 
er conservative commentator, 
tweeted photos of himself posing 


in front of the trees made using 
fake berry branches. 

“I thought it was just classy,” he 
said. “Great for photos.” 

President Donald Trump and 
the first lady on Wednesday 
hosted the final two parties of the 
season, where guests feasted on 
lamb chops, shrimp and potato 
latkes along with a dessert bar 
that included lemon tart, coconut 
cake and Christmas cookies. 

Champagne and eggnog flowed 
freely. 

Guests said the affairs amount¬ 
ed to festive reunions largely de¬ 
void of overt political talk while 
folks who’d been out of touch 
spent time catching up. 

Sebastian Gorka, a former 
Trump national security aide, 
called the atmosphere a “true 
celebration of America’s Judeo- 
Christian heritage and our oldest 
traditions.” 

“Having a great time at the 
Whitehouse Christmas Party!” 
said the caption former White 
House chief of staff Reince 
Priebus added to a photo he tweet¬ 
ed of himself and outgoing Chief 
of Staff John Kelly. Kelly suc¬ 
ceeded Priebus just six months 
into the new administration. Now 
Kelly is set to depart at the end 
of December after a topsy-turvy 
18-month stint as Oval Office 
gatekeeper. 

Other notable guests included 


“Six Million Dollar Man” Lee 
Mqjors, Trump supporters Dia¬ 
mond and Silk, and professional 
soccer player Wayne Rooney. 

Largely absent from the festivi¬ 
ties this year was the traditional 
opportunity for guests to have a 
picture taken with Trump and his 
wife, a time-consuming process 
that requires the president and 
first lady to stand for hours, grin¬ 
ning, posing and making small 
talk with hundreds of guests, 
some of whom they hardly know. 

Trump retained the photo tra¬ 
dition for members of the US. 
Secret Service, law enforcement 
and the military, as well as staff 
who work in the residence, ac¬ 
cording to a White House offi¬ 
cial who declined to be identified 
discussing details of the private 
receptions. 

Except for a pair of Hanuk- 
kah receptions in the East Room, 
many of the holiday gatherings 
took place in the Grand Foyer, 
the open area on the State Floor 
across from the Blue Room. 

The parties had a certain 
rhythm. A tuxedo-clad Trump 
and the first lady, who has worn a 
variety of white, black and green 
gowns, descended the red-carpet¬ 
ed staircase hand-in-hand from 
their second-floor residence. 

Trump made roughly 10 min¬ 
utes of welcoming remarks be¬ 
fore inviting his wife to speak. 


They then mingled and posed 
for some informal photos before 
going back upstairs. 

Trump needs to find new lead¬ 
ers for the departments of the 
Interior and Defense and he’s got 
a class of soon-to-be unemployed 
members of Congress to choose 
from if he wants. 

Left off the holiday schedule 


was the annual party for the 
White House press corps, a likely 
result of Trump’s sour relations 
with journalists who cover him 
and the administration. 

As an alternative, the White 
House said it has arranged tours 
for reporters and their fami¬ 
lies who have asked to see the 
decorations. 
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No new matches for ref who 
told wrestler to cut dreads 


Associated Press 

BUENA, N. J. — New Jersey’s athletic association 
said Saturday that a referee who told a high school 
wrestler to cut his dreadlocks or forfeit, which drew 
ire from an Olympian, the state’s governor and 
many others, won’t be assigned to any matches until 
the incident is reviewed. 

Michael Cherenson, spokesman for the New Jer¬ 
sey State Interscholastic Athletic Association, said 
the organization had reached out to groups that as¬ 
sign referees “and they’ve all agreed” not to assign 
Alan Maloney to any event until further notice. 

Buena Regional High School wrestler Andrew 
Johnson, who is black, had a cover over his hair 
Wednesday night during a match. But Maloney, 
who is white, said that wouldn’t do. An SNJ Today 
reporter tweeted a video of Johnson getting his hair 
cut minutes before the match. Johnson went on to 
win but appeared visibly distraught. 

The video was shared widely on social media, 
with users calling the incident “racist,” "cruel” and 
“humiliating.” 

Jordan Burroughs, a 2012 Olympic gold medalist 
and four-time world champion, posted and spoke on 
social media early Saturday about the incident, say¬ 
ing he had never seen anything like it in a quarter- 
century of wrestling. 

“This is nonsense,” a message on Burroughs’ 
Twitter account said. “My opinion is that this was 
a combination of an abuse of power, racism, and 
just plain negligence.” In a video posted on Insta- 
gram, he criticized parents and coaching staff at 
the match for not intervening, calling it “absolutely 
shameful.” 


Burroughs called Johnson “courageous” for his 
performance in the match despite “all of the adver¬ 
sity and racism that you were facing in the moment.” 
The fellow southern New Jersey wrestler said Malo¬ 
ney had been the referee for some of his high school 
matches growing up. 

Gov. Phil Murphy weighed 
in on the issue on Twitter, 
saying he was “deeply dis¬ 
turbed” by the story. 

“No student should have to 
needlessly choose between 
his or her identity and play¬ 
ing sports,” he said. 

The state attorney gener¬ 
al’s office has confirmed an 
investigation by the Division 
on Civil Rights. The school 
superintendent said in a let¬ 
ter to the community that 
2012 Olympllold *ey support and stand by all 
medalist student athletes. 

Maloney came under fire 
in 2016 for using a racial slur 
against a black referee, according to the Courier 
Post newspaper. Maloney told the newspaper he did 
not remember making the comments. After the in¬ 
cident was reported, he agreed to participate in sen¬ 
sitivity training and an alcohol awareness program. 
A one-year suspension was overturned. 

A woman answering the phone Friday at a listed 
number for Maloney said the ordeal is being blown 
out of proportion and the referee was simply follow¬ 
ing rules. 


My opinion 
is that 
this was a 
combination 
of an abuse 
of power, 
racism, and 
just piain 
negiigence. ^ 

Jordan Burroughs 


Man accused of plotting to kidnap 
talk show host’s son has been freed 


Associated Press 

GREAT FALLS, Mont. — A 
man once accused of plotting to 
kidnap retired talk show host 
David Letterman’s son and 
nanny has been released from a 
Montana prison for a second time 
after serving additional years for 
violating parole. 

Kelly Allen Frank was released 
in mid-November and is under 
the supervision of parole officials, 
the Great Falls Tribune reported 
Saturday. 

Frank was a painter on Letter- 


man’s Montana ranch when he 
was arrested in 2005 on charges 
of solicitation to kidnap. Investiga¬ 
tors said he told an acquaintance 
of a plan to abduct Letterman’s 
son, Harry Joseph, then 16 
months old, and the nanny for a 
$5 million ransom. 

In a deal with prosecutors, 
Frank pleaded guilty to theft 
for overcharging Letterman for 
painting. 

He also pleaded guilty to ob¬ 
struction for lying to investiga¬ 
tors and to an unrelated poaching 


charge. 

Prosecutors dropped the kid- 
nap-related charge. 

Frank was sentenced to 10 years 
in prison but escaped in 2007. He 
was recaptured and given an ad¬ 
ditional 10-year sentence. 

He was released in 2014 but re¬ 
arrested in 2015 for violating the 
terms of his parole. 

The conditions of his latest pa¬ 
role include spending at least six 
months in semi-restricted hous¬ 
ing and wearing a GPS monitor 
for at least six months. 


Body to be the most detailed virtual cadaver 


Special To The Washington Post 

Like many, Susan Potter want¬ 
ed to donate her body to science. 
But her donation was unlike any 
other. After her death in 2015 at 
age 87, Potter’s body was placed in 
polyvinyl blocks and frozen. Then 
she was cut into 27,000 slices. 

It wasn’t a desecration. It was 
a step toward immortality. Pot¬ 
ter will eventually be the world’s 
most detailed virtual cadaver. 

Her story was tracked for 16 
years by National Geographic. 
“Susan Potter Will Live Forever” 
is the centerpiece of its January 
issue on the future of medicine. 
You can read about her in print. 


go online to see an in-depth, in¬ 
teractive version of the feature 
or watch a documentary about 
her journey from death to virtual 
life. 

Writer Cathy Newman and pho¬ 
tographer Lynn Johnson tracked 
Potter and Vic Spitzer, director of 
the University of Colorado’s Cen¬ 
ter for Human Simulation, over 
the course of nearly two decades. 
It was the longest lead-time story 
in the magazine’s history. 

And what a story. 

Potter and Spitzer collaborated 
in life to make sure Potter’s gift 
in death would be as meaningful 
as possible. Most cadavers are 
anonymous by design, but Pot¬ 


ter provided extensive interviews 
and an in-depth view of her medi¬ 
cal history and personal life along 
with her body. 

The result will be a multifacet¬ 
ed training tool for future doctors 
and current medical profession¬ 
als — the most high-resolution 
medical imagery in existence. 

Potter’s body is still being 
stitched into a virtual cadaver. 
The story of her life is given as 
much weight as her death. New¬ 
man’s report and Johnson’s im¬ 
ages immortalize Potter’s feisty, 
prickly personality and her 
body’s surreal journey from flesh 
and bone to something much big¬ 
ger than a single person. 



Christian Murdock, The (Colorado Springs, Colo.) Gazette/AP 


Woodland Park Police Chief Miles De Young speaks about the 
arrest of Patrick Frazee on Friday in the death of his fiancee, Kelsey 
Berreth, who has been missing since Thanksgiving. 


Fiance accused of 
killing Colo, woman 
missing for a month 


By James Anderson 
AND Mead Gruver 
Associated Press 

DENVER — The fiance of a 
Colorado woman who has been 
missing since Thanksgiving Day 
was arrested Friday on allega¬ 
tions of killing the mother of his 
child, and police said she likely 
died at her house in a mountain 
town. 

But authorities declined to say 
whether they had found the body 
of Kelsey Berreth, 29, what led 
to the arrest of Patrick Michael 
Frazee and what motive there 
might be for Berreth’s disappear¬ 
ance and slaying. 

Frazee, 32, was arrested at his 
home in the alpine town of Floris¬ 
sant on suspicion of murder and 
solicitation of murder, said Miles 
de Young, chief of police in neigh¬ 
boring Woodland Park, where 
Berreth lived. 

“As you can tell from the ar¬ 
rest, sadly, we do not believe that 
Kelsey is still alive,” De Young 
said. 

Authorities also declined to 
elaborate on the solicitation of 
murder charge, how they believe 
Berreth was killed or other as¬ 
pects of the investigation, which 
spans several states and involves 
the FBI. 

Police have said Frazee was the 
last person to see Berreth alive. 
The couple shared a baby daugh¬ 
ter but didn’t live together. Her 
mother has said financial strug¬ 
gles delayed them from moving 
in together but that her daughter 
was excited to get married. 

Berreth was last seen at a 
grocery store near her home. 
Surveillance video showed her 
walking in on Thanksgiving Day 
with what appears to be the cou¬ 
ple’s daughter in a baby carrier. 
Frazee had told police that they 
met that afternoon so he could 
pick up the child. 

De Young said the girl is in pro¬ 


tective custody and will be turned 
over to Berreth’s family. 

Authorities searched Frazee’s 
cattle ranch and Berreth’s town- 
home but declined to say what 
they found. De Young did say 
evidence suggests “the crime” 
occurred at Berreth’s home and 
that her cellphone was found in 
Idaho. Investigators were work¬ 
ing to recover the phone, which is 
an important clue. 

Investi¬ 
gators who 
went to Ber¬ 
reth’s house 
found cinna¬ 
mon rolls in 
the kitchen 
and both 
of her cars 
outside. De 
Young said 
the company 
where Ber¬ 
reth worked 
as a flight instructor, Doss Avia¬ 
tion, had accounted for all their 
planes and that police had no rea¬ 
son to believe she used someone 
else’s plane. 

Cheryl Berreth told NBC News 
that her daughter’s relationship 
with Frazee had been good and 
loving. 

She said the couple had weath¬ 
ered some financial struggles. 
Frazee runs a cattle ranch, and 
prices for the industry have been 
poor, delaying their plans to find 
a house together, Cheryl Berreth 
said. 

“They had plans that haven’t 
worked out as they would have 
liked. But they’ve dealt with that 
and they’ve made things work re¬ 
gardless,” she said. 

Formal charges are pending 
and could take as long as 10 days 
to file. District Attorney Dan May 
said. The search and arrest affi¬ 
davits will stay sealed during the 
investigation, he said. 

Frazee was being held without 
bond. A judge set the next court 
hearing for Dec. 31. 
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Ariana Cubillos/AP 


Colombian Jorge Cifuentes, now one of the cooperating witnesses in the case against Mexican drug lord Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman, is escorted by National Guard officers 
during his deportation to Colombia from Simon Bolivar International Airport in Maiquetia, near Caracas, Venezuela, in November 2012. 


Colorful cast of cooperators betrays 'El Chapo' 



Courtesy of the U.S. Attorney's Office Courtesy of the U.S. Marshals Service Courtesy of Ariana Cubillos 


Three former associates of Mexican drug lord Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman are now cooperating with the 
United States Attorney's Office in Guzman’s prosecution. From left are Tirso Martinez Sianchez, Pedro 
Flores and Cifuentes. 


By Tom Hays 
AND Claudia Torrens 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — One was a gam¬ 
bling addict who got plastic sur¬ 
gery to change his appearance 
even after his predecessor died 
from doing the same thing. An¬ 
other claims to have begun his life 
of crime at age 4. A third was a kid 
from Chicago who made a fortune 
off of drug running. 

The three — Tirso Martinez 
Sanchez, Jorge Cifuentes and 
Pedro Flores — now share the 
notoriety of being the most recent 
cooperators to testify against infa¬ 
mous Mexican drug lord Joaquin 
“El Chapo” Guzman at a lengthy 
U.S. trial that’s heading into an ex¬ 
tended holiday break. 

Painting a vivid picture of the 
Colombian-Mexican cocaine bo¬ 
nanza of the 1990s and 2000s, the 
three admitted narcos described 
in federal court in Brooklyn the 
rewards, drawbacks and weird¬ 
ness of working with the powerful 
boss of the Sinaloa cartel. 

All did so in a coldly calculated 
betrayal of Guzman that could 
benefit them in their own drug 
cases but that the defense says 
also destroys their credibility. 
Flores, for one, bottom-lined how 
he flipped on a kingpin this way: 
“I was trying to set him up.” 

Here are some highhghts of 
their testimony: 

El Futbolista 

Like other m^or drug traffick¬ 
ers of his era, Martinez, 52, made 
more money than he knew what to 
do with. 

He testified that he used some 
of it to buy soccer teams in Mexi¬ 
co, earning him the nickname “El 
Futbolista,” which means “soccer 


player.” On the downside was a 
gambling habit that led him to lose 
a bundle betting on cockfights. 

The witness also detailed some 
of the occupational hazards of liv¬ 
ing life as an outlaw. He said one 
of his former bosses shot himself 
in the head in a drunken ploy to 
avoid arrest, while another died 
on the operating table during a 
plastic surgery procedure to alter 
his appearance — an outcome that 
didn’t stop Martinez from getting 
his own face redone. 

Martinez testified that starting 
in 2000, he oversaw a Guzman 
scheme to transport cocaine all 
the way from Mexico to the New 
York City area by train using 
cooking-oil tankers with secret 
compartments. He estimated he 
made as much as $20 million from 
the cocaine train operation before 
he decided to quit because of “too 
much pressure” from Guzman 
over losses from seizures. 


“They wanted to kill me because 
I had lost the train route,” he said. 
“I just didn’t want to keep going.” 

‘The Man’ 

Pedro and Margarito Flores 
were known simply as “the twins” 
in the Sinaloa cartel circle — iden¬ 
tical twin brothers from the streets 
of Chicago who became so good 
at distributing cocaine to urban 
centers in the U.S. that Guzman 
sought them out. 

Pedro Flores took the witness 
stand last week to testify about 
their wildly lucrative business 
partnership with Guzman, s t i ll 
exhibiting a sense of awe about 
the defendant not shown by more- 
hardened cooperators. While oth¬ 
ers simply referred to Guzman 
as Chapo, Spanish for “shorty,” 
Flores kept calling him “The 
Man.” 

Flores, 37, described how after 


becoming a fugitive in Mexico, he 
and his brother continued running 
their U.S. network with enough 
success that he was summoned 
to a meeting with Guzman in the 
mountains of Sinaloa. He and 
Guzman’s cohorts were driving up 
a road to the compound when he 
was startled to see a naked man, 
apparently being tortured. 

“He was tied to a tree with a 
chain,” Flores said, adding that 
he never learned what happened 
to him. 

In another odd twist, he recount¬ 
ed discussing concerns about the 
“cover loads” used to disguise 
drug shipments stashed in trucks 
— in this instance, 150 hve sheep 
he had to pay $10,000 to put out to 
pasture. 

The stresses of the job and the 
dangers of a bloody civil war with¬ 
in the cartel convinced Flores to 
contact U.S narcotics agents. He 
agreed to record telephone calls. 


played for the jury, in which an 
unsuspecting Guzman could be 
heard calling him his “amigo.” 

By associating with Guzman, he 
said, “I couldn’t promise my fam¬ 
ily a tomorrow, you know?” 

Runs in the family 

Cifuentes’ testimony outlined 
extreme family dysfunction, de¬ 
scribing how his father drafted 
him at just 4 years old to help 
move illegal cigarettes and booze 
through the port in Medellin, 
Colombia. 

He testified that many of his 
eight siblings were in the drug 
trade and that they had “conflicts 
like any other family.” He admit¬ 
ted on cross-examination that his 
brother had ordered the killing 
of his nephew, but he explained it 
was because the nephew wanted 
to kidnap his own grandmother. 

Cifuentes, 55, eventually began 
shipping Colombian cocaine to 
the Sinaloa cartel using airplanes 
made of carbon to deflect radar 
detection. He described meet¬ 
ing Guzman at his ranch in 2003 
where there was a celebration 
for the second anniversary of the 
drug lord’s escape from prison. 

Getting there wasn’t easy. A 
small plane took him to a landing 
strip that was so short and sharply 
inclined that he started praying 
and telhng himself that if he sur¬ 
vived he would buy Guzman a he¬ 
licopter so he “would fly in a more 
civilized way.” 

At another meeting in 2009, 
Cifuentes said he shared a joint 
with Guzman, who asked how 
strong it was before he took a 
smoke. He wasn’t impressed. 

“This does nothing to me,” Guz¬ 
man said. 
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Tsunami in Indonesia kilis at ieast 222 peopie 



By Niniek Karmini 

Associated Press 

CARITA BEACH, Indonesia — 
An eruption of one of the world’s 
most infamous volcanic islands is 
believed to have triggered a tsu¬ 
nami that killed at least 222 people 
in Indonesia during a busy holiday 
weekend. 

The waves smashed onto 
beaches at night without warn¬ 
ing, ripping houses and hotels 
from their foundations in sec¬ 
onds and sweeping terrified con- 
certgoers into the sea. 

More than 800 people were in¬ 
jured and dozens more missing 
after the tsunami hit around the 
Sunda Strait at 9:27 p.m. Saturday, 
the Disaster Management Agency 
said. The toll could continue to 
rise because some areas had not 
yet been reached. 

Scientists, including those from 
Indonesia’s Meteorology and 
Geophysics Agency, said Sunday 
that the tsunami could have been 
caused by underwater landshdes 
or those occurring aboveground 
on Anak Krakatau’s steep slope 
following its eruption. 

The volcano’s name translates 
to “Child of Krakatoa,” a volcanic 
island formed over years after one 
of the largest, most devastating 
eruptions in recorded history oc¬ 
curred at the Krakatoa volcano 
more than a century ago. The 
scientists also cited tidal waves 
caused by the full moon. 

Dramatic video posted on so¬ 
cial media showed the Indonesian 
pop band Seventeen performing 
under a tent on a popular beach at 
a concert for employees of a state- 
owned electricity company. Doz¬ 
ens of people sat listening at tables 
covered in white cloths while 
others bobbed to the music near 
the stage as bright strobe hghts 
flashed and theatrical smoke was 
released. 

A child could also be seen wan¬ 
dering through the crowd. Seconds 
later, with the drummer pounding 
just as the next song was about to 
begin, the stage suddenly heaved 
forward and buckled under the 


force of the water, tossing the 
band and its equipment into the 
audience. 

The group released a statement 
saying their bass player, guitar¬ 
ist and road manager were found 
dead, while two other band mem¬ 
bers and the wife of one of the per¬ 
formers remained missing. 

“The tide rose to the surface 


and dragged all the people on 
site,” the statement said. “Unfor¬ 
tunately, when the current reced¬ 
ed our members were unable to 
save themselves, while some did 
not find a place to hold on.” 

Tourists who were enjoying the 
long holiday weekend ahead of 
Christmas were also affected. 

“I had to run as the wave passed 


the beach and landed 15-20m (me¬ 
ters, or 50-65 feet) inland,” Nor¬ 
wegian Oystein Lund Andersen 
wrote on Facebook. The self-de¬ 
scribed photographer and volcano 
enthusiast said he was taking pic¬ 
tures of the volcano when he sud¬ 
denly saw the water racing toward 
him. He and his family fled safely 
to higher ground. 

The Anak Krakatau volcano 
lies in the Sunda Strait between 
Java and Sumatra islands, linking 
the Indian Ocean and Java Sea. It 
erupted about 24 minutes before 
the tsunami, the geophysics agen¬ 
cy said. 

The worst-affected area was 
the Pandeglang region of Java’s 
Banten province, which encom¬ 
passes Ujung Kulon National Park 
and popular beaches, the disaster 
agency said. 

Agency spokesman Sutopo 
Purwo Nugroho said 222 deaths 
had been confirmed and at least 
843 people were injured. 

Indonesian President Joko 


“Jokowi” Widodo expressed his 
sympathy and ordered govern¬ 
ment agencies to respond quickly 
to the disaster. 

“My deep condolences to the 
victims in Banten and Lumpung 
provinces,” he said. “Hopefully, 
those who are left have patience.” 

In the city of Bandar Lampung 
on Sumatra, hundreds of residents 
took refuge at the governor’s of¬ 
fice, while at the popular resort 
area of Anyer Beach on Java, 
some survivors appeared lost 
while wandering. 

Azki Kurniawan, 16, said he was 
undergoing vocational training 
with a group of 30 other students 
at Patra Comfort Hotel when peo¬ 
ple suddenly burst into the lobby 
yelhng, “Sea water rising!” 

With his eyes swollen and red 
from crying, he recalled being 
confused about what was hap¬ 
pening because he did not feel 
a big earthquake, which usually 
serves as a warning before a tsu¬ 
nami strikes. He said he ran to 
the parking lot to try to reach his 
motorbike. But by the time he got 
there, it was already flooded. 

“Suddenly, a 1-meter wave hit 
me,” he said. “I was thrown into 
the fence of a building about 30 
meters from the beach and held 
onto the fence as strong as I could, 
trying to resist the water, which 
felt like it would drag me back into 
the sea. I cried in fear. ... This is 
a tsunami?’ I was afraid I would 
die.” 

The 1,000-foot-high Anak 
Krakatau volcano, located about 
124 miles southwest of Jakarta, 
Indonesia’s capital, has been 
erupting since June, sometimes 
spewing glowing lava and tall 
columns of ash. In July, authori¬ 
ties widened its no-go areas to 1.2 
miles from the crater. 

Saturday’s tsunami also re¬ 
kindled memories of the massive 
magnitude 9.1 earthquake that 
hit Indonesia on Dec. 26, 2004. It 
spawned a giant tsunami off Su¬ 
matra island, kilhng more than 
230,000 people in a dozen coun¬ 
tries — the majority in Indonesia. 


End of an era: Germany closes its last black coal mine 

By Frank Jordans 

Associated Press 



Martin Meissner/AP 


German President Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier, right, shakes hands with 
miners during a closing ceremony of the 
last German coal mine, Prosper-Haniel, in 
Bottrop on Friday. 


BERLIN — Straining to hold back tears, 
their once-white helmets and overalls 
smeared with dust, seven miners in Ger¬ 
many stepped out of a metal cage Friday 
bearing the last piece of black coal hauled 
up from 3,280 feet below. 

The ceremony marked the end of an in¬ 
dustry that laid the foundations for Germa¬ 
ny’s industrial revolution and its postwar 
economic recovery. 

The men at the Prosper-Haniel mine 
symbolically handed the football-sized 
lump of coal to German President Frank- 
Walter Steinmeier with the words “Glueck 
Auf ” The ancient miners’ greeting rough¬ 
ly translates as “good luck,” reflecting the 
uncertainty of a life spent prospecting 
deep underground. 

“A piece of German history is coming to 
an end here,” Steinmeier told the miners. 
“Without it, our entire country and its de¬ 
velopment over the past 200 years would 
have been unthinkable.” 


The Prosper-Haniel mine in the west¬ 
ern city of Bottrop and another colliery in 
Ibbenbueren, 62 miles to the north, were 
the last remnants of an industry that once 
dominated the region, employing half a 
million people at its peak in the 1950s. To¬ 
gether, they helped feed the Ruhr valley’s 
hungry steel mills until imports of cheaper, 
foreign coal made Germany’s “black gold” 
lose its sheen. 

For decades, the mines survived only 
thanks to generous subsidies. But in 2007, a 
political decision was made to phase them 
out, with a promise of early retirement or 
retraining for their remaining workers. 

According to government figures, Ger¬ 
many’s coal mining industry received 
more than 40 billion euros, or $46 billion, 
in federal funds since 1998 and is slated to 
get another 2.7 billion euros (almost $3.1 
billion) through 2022. 

Some of the money is needed to deal 
with mine maintenance and environmen¬ 
tal cleanup efforts that include preventing 
parts of the Ruhr region from slowly sink¬ 


ing as myriad tunnels give way over time. 

Further vast sums have been spent sup¬ 
porting economic redevelopment in the 
region, which has seen a growth in univer¬ 
sities, research facilities and IT startups in 
recent years. 

Steinmeier urged the miners and their 
loved ones to look to the future but also 
to take pride in a culture of hospitality 
and openness. The Ruhr region became a 
melting pot with the arrival since the 19 th 
century of successive waves of immigrants 
from Poland, Italy and Turkey in search of 
well-paid work down in the mines. 

The end of deep-shaft mining is seen as 
a test for the planned closure of open-cast 
lignite, or brown coal, mines that still oper¬ 
ate in Germany. 

The country still generates almost two- 
fifths of its electricity from burning coal, a 
situation that scientists say can’t continue if 
Germany wants to reduce its greenhouse- 
gas emissions. Lignite is considered even 
dirtier than black coal but remains rela¬ 
tively cheap to extract, even in Germany. 
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Reagan sought real solutions, not a wall 


By Karen Tumulty 
The Washington Post 

W hen you are a conservative los¬ 
ing an argument, say it was 
what Ronald Reagan would 
have done. 

President Donald Trump was the latest 
Republican to try that gambit, with a tweet 
Thursday morning that claimed his bor¬ 
der wall would be the culmination of what 
Reagan tried and failed to achieve: 

“Even President Ronald Reagan tried 
for 8 years to build a Border Wall, or Fence, 
and was unable to do so. Others also have 
tried. We will get it done, one way or the 
other!” Trump tweeted. 

Chalk up another lie. In fact, Reagan 
thought a barrier on the border was a terri¬ 
ble idea. He was asked about illegal immi¬ 
gration during an April 1980 Republican 
primary debate with George H.W. Bush. 
This was a debate in Texas, no less, where 
voters were more sensitive than most to 
border issues. The answer, he argued, was 
more migration, not less. 

“Rather than ... talking about putting up 
a fence, why don’t we work out some recog¬ 
nition of our mutual problems and make it 
possible for them to come here legally, with 
a work permit, and then while they are 
working and earning here, they pay taxes 
here?” Reagan asked. “And when they 
want to go back, they can go back, and they 
can cross. And open the border both ways, 
by understanding their problems — this is 
the safety valve right now they have with 
that unemployment.” 

The 40th president would work diligent¬ 
ly over the next six years for a m^jor over¬ 
haul of the nation’s immigration laws. He 
considered the Immigration Reform and 
Control Act of 1986 a significant part of his 
legacy. Yet today, in the interest of pushing 


the buttons of the GOP base, even his own 
son misrepresents what it was meant to do, 
and how events played out: 

“Hey (gPOTUS in 1986 my father made 
a deal with the Democrats Amnesty for 
Border Security my father is still waiting. 
U have no choice its now or never,” Michael 
Reagan tweeted. 

While it is true the act produced the larg¬ 
est legalization program in history, that 
was what it was intended to do. To Reagan, 
“amnesty” was not a dirty word. “I believe 
in the idea of amnesty for those who have 
put down roots and who have lived here, 
even though sometime back, they may 
have entered illegally,” Reagan said dur¬ 
ing a 1984 presidential debate. 

Where the act fell short — no doubt in 
Reagan’s eyes, as well as those of pretty 
much everyone else of both parties who 
supported it — was in enforcement. While 
it did call for tightening security, its chief 
mechanism for cutting down on illegal 
immigration was a provision that, for the 
first time, made it illegal for an employer 
to knowingly hire a worker who was not in 
the country legally. Reagan and the draft¬ 
ers of the legislation recognized that bar¬ 
riers at the border mean nothing so long 
as the magnet of economic opportunity is 
drawing migrants to this country. 

That was the most contentious element 
in the act, and the biggest hurdle to its pas¬ 
sage. Until then, harboring an illegal im¬ 
migrant had been a felony, but the 1952 
“Texas Proviso” stated that hiring one 
didn’t violate the law. Under the 1986 law, 
employers can face civil penalties of $250 
to $10,000 for each of those employees. 

What never materialized was any real¬ 
istic means of enforcing the new require¬ 
ments for employers. In hiring, they often 
just look the other way at workers they 


have reason to believe are in the country il¬ 
legally, for which they are rarely punished. 
This month, an undocumented housekeep¬ 
er who was literally making Trump’s bed 
at his New Jersey country club told The 
New York Times that the president’s own 
businesses have been lax in ensuring that 
their workers are in this country legally. 

“There are never enough federal budget 
resources,” its chief authors, former Rep. 
Romano Mazzoli, D-Ky, and former Sen. 
Alan Simpson, R-Wyo., wrote in The Wash¬ 
ington Post in 2006. 

“Another is that administrations of both 
stripes are loath to disrupt economic ac¬ 
tivities — i.e., labor supply in factories, 
farms and businesses,” they added. “And 
we know that disruptions in the labor sup¬ 
ply are the natural, unavoidable and even 
desirable consequence of strong border 
and workplace enforcement.” 

Reagan and Congress made other mis¬ 
calculations in writing the 1986 act, in¬ 
cluding by making it too inflexible to meet 
the changing needs of the labor market. As 
a result of its various unanticipated conse¬ 
quences, the number of people estimated 
to be living in the United States now is, by 
various estimates, two or three times as 
large as it was when the law was passed. 

But Reagan’s basic idea is sound. The 
flow of illegal immigration should be con¬ 
sidered at both ends: the desperation that 
drives people to leave their own countries, 
and the underground economy that ex¬ 
ploits them in this one. Even better, consid¬ 
er ways to both accept more immigrants 
legally and maximize their contributions 
to society once they get here. Instead of 
building a wall, let’s consider whether a 
better kind of bridge makes sense. 

Karen Tumulty is a Washington Post columnist 
covering national politics. 


Expect America, Europe to matter less in 2019 


By Tyler Cowen 

Bloomberg Opinion 

A S 2018 comes to a close, attention 
is turning to what is likely to hap¬ 
pen in 2019.1 have no idea. But if 
you follow these questions, you 
will have your finger on the pulse of the 
world to come: 

What will happen with Chinese civil 
society? 

Five to 10 years ago, China had a pro¬ 
liferating and diverse group of nonprofit 
groups, think tanks and cooperative civil 
society institutions, such as charities and 
clubs. They never stood on a firm legal 
foundation, but in the last few years they 
have been subject to a severe crackdown, 
including shutdowns, discouragements 
from the state, and much greater surveil¬ 
lance. Yet this social space cannot remain 
empty. Either the earlier growth will re¬ 
sume, boosting prospects for Chinese 
liberalization, or Chinese society will fall 
back under much more state control. This 
is my No. 1 issue for the year to come, and 
so far I am pessimistic. 

Will China succeed in extending its po¬ 
litical influence to the West with One Belt, 
One Road? 

China is attempting what is the world’s 
most ambitious plan, namely to transform 
the economic and political order on its 
western flank, ranging as far as Africa. But 
China to date has not done a great job culti¬ 
vating true allies (Pakistan? North Korea? 
Cambodia?), and already a backlash is set¬ 
tling in against Chinese influence. Will 
China succeed in helping to develop this 
part of the world and also bringing it into 
the Chinese sphere of influence? I say yes 
and no, respectively. 

Will Ethiopia serve as a viable model for 


African development? 

The country has been growing at about 
10 percent for a decade, and it is spending 
more on infrastructure and receiving more 
foreign investment in its manufacturing ca¬ 
pacity. Ethiopia now also has a charismatic 
prime minister, Abiy Ahmed, and under 
his leadership the country has deregulated 
its internet (formerly banned outside the 
capital), made peace with Eritrea, insti¬ 
tuted market-oriented reforms, and moved 
to sell off parts of its government-owned 
companies. A lot of pieces are moving in 
the right direction, and maybe Ethiopia 
has a chance to move up to middle-income 
status over time, perhaps paving the way 
for other sub-Saharan economies. 

I’ve visited twice in the last year, and I’m 
optimistic on this one, but the end of the 
story isn’t written yet. A wild card is that 
liberalization could cause further ethnic 
tensions to flare up throughout the coun¬ 
try. With more than 100 million people, 
Ethiopia is Africa’s second most populous 
country, so a lot is at stake, including geo¬ 
political stability in the Horn of Africa. 

You may have noticed already that these 
lead issues do not much involve the U.S. or 
Europe. Next up is more from Africa: 

Nigeria has incredible energy and tal¬ 
ent, but it still has poor governance and 
rampant corruption. Can that combina¬ 
tion drive significant economic growth? 

The country has recovered from reces¬ 
sion of last year, but still hasn’t consis¬ 
tently stayed above 2 percent growth since 
then. So file this one under “remains to be 
seen.” Nigeria, of course, has both the larg¬ 
est population and economy in Africa. 

How will India’s intellectual space 
evolve? 

Many Western outsiders used to root for 
a particular Indian brand of Anglo liber¬ 


alism to assume increasing importance in 
the political and intellectual life of India. 
While this has always been a minority 
viewpoint, it has had prominent represen¬ 
tatives, including Ramachandra Guha, who 
just published a biography of Gandhi. But 
these days, this perspective is dwindling in 
influence, as is old-style Bengali Marxism 
and other ideas from the left. It’s not just 
Hindu nationalism on the rise, rather India 
seems to be evolving intellectually in a mul¬ 
tiplicity of directions, few of them familiar 
to most Americans. In India, history ain’t 
over, and further ideological fragmenta¬ 
tion seems to be the safest prediction. Note 
that ideas are very often a leading indica¬ 
tor for where a nation ends up. 

Since India may become the world’s 
most populous country and biggest econo¬ 
my by mid-century, this one is a dark horse 
candidate for the most important issue of 
the year. 

How about some issues overrated in 
terms of immediate import? 

I don’t think Crispr is ready to pose 
m^or moral dilemmas just yet, driverless 
trucks are likely to arrive before driverless 
cars, and America’s political checks and 
balances seem to be holding up. 

And if you want some outright predic¬ 
tions for closer to (my) home, here are a 
few: Some version of Theresa May’s Brexit 
plan will pass. President Donald Trump 
will remain in office though tarnished all 
the more. The Golden State Warriors will 
win another NBA championship. And fi¬ 
nally: Stock prices will go up, and down, 
and then maybe up again. Just don’t say 
you heard it here. 

Bloomberg Opinion columnist Tyler Cowen is a 
professor of economics at George Mason. His 
books include “The Complacent Class: The 
Self-Defeating Quest for the American Dream.” 
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OPINION _ 

Vets, be aware of negative effects of re-fi ‘deals’ 


By Michael Huff 
Special to Stars and Stripes 

A s veterans we proudly served this 
nation. Following our service, 
like many others in this nation, 
veterans largely spend our lives 
pursuing the American dream. In that 
pursuit, we are aided by one of the many 
benefits we earned from our service, the 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Home 
Loan Guaranty. 

The VA home-loan program helps vet¬ 
erans purchase homes with zero money 
down, often at interest rates lower than the 
conventional mortgage market. Those low 
rates are made possible by the secondary 
mortgage market, in which lenders pack¬ 
age and sell home loans — including the 
loans obtained through the VA home loan 
program — to investors. Because the lend¬ 
ers can sell the loan at a premium, they are 
able to profitably offer lower rates to vet¬ 
erans. But this prevailing model has come 
under attack. 

Here’s what’s going on: In recent years, 
veterans, as a group, have refinanced their 
homes at a much higher rate than the aver¬ 
age American homeowner. Many of these 
refinances have happened for legitimate 


reasons, because veterans wanted to cash 
out equity to consolidate debt, make home 
improvements, or tend to other family 
needs. But some veterans — likely without 
fully understanding the risks involved — 
have used their homes as an ATM of sorts, 
cashing out equity every time home values 
increase. 

This practice, promoted by aggressive 
lenders, is bad for many of the veterans 
cashing out their equity, bad for other vet¬ 
erans, and it’s bad for VA home-loan pro¬ 
gram as a whole. 

Cashing out equity repeatedly is bad for 
veterans for a number of reasons: 

■ They may end up with lower credit 
scores. Each time they incur debt, the 
credit bureau assesses their ability to 
repay based on their current income and 
financial obligations. A higher debt-to- 
income ratio usually corresponds with a 
lower credit score and higher borrowing 
costs. 

■ It removes the valuable cushion 
provided by equity appreciation. As we 
learned the hard way in 2008, home pric¬ 
es can fall nationwide, with the decline 
especially acute in some areas. If a vet¬ 
eran cashes out all, or most, of his or her 


equity, any buffer for market fluctuations 
disappears. 

■ They may hinder the ability to sell 
their homes. At closing, real estate trans¬ 
action costs will total approximately 10 
percent of the home’s value. If the loan 
balance is above 90 percent of the value or 
other repairs are needed to close the trans¬ 
action, sellers may be forced pay for the 
excess costs, or just not be able to close. 

■ They could add tens of thousands of 
dollars in payments over the life of their 
loans. If veterans refinance at a higher in¬ 
terest rate than they had before, the addi¬ 
tional monthly interest costs incurred will 
be on the whole balance of the loan, not 
just the cash-out amount. The additional 
cost that may be hidden or incorporated in 
the loan amount will be paid back one day, 
either through higher monthly payments 
for the life of the loan or when the home 
is sold. 

As a veteran, I know we’re all being 
bombarded with solicitations to refinance, 
often with low teaser rates — and hidden 
fees. For some veterans in need of cash, it 
may be better to take out a personal loan 
or use a credit card rather than risk the 
potential negative effects of cashing out 


equity. 

Just as important, because the VA home- 
loan program relies on investors willing to 
buy mortgage-backed securities, anything 
that disrupts the market—including a high 
rate of rapid refinancing — puts the whole 
program at risk. Global investors are be¬ 
coming increasingly unwilling to invest in 
government-guaranteed mortgage-backed 
securities because of the rapid rate of VA 
refinancings. Should investor sentiment 
worsen further, it could spell the end of 
competitive interest rates for VA loans. 

We can’t let that happen. As veterans, we 
owe it to each other and to future veterans 
to keep the VA home loan program healthy 
and viable. So, before you respond to one of 
those aggressive solicitations in the mail or 
online, promising terms that are too good 
to be true, take a step back and consider 
that refinancing and taking equity out of 
your home may not be the best option for 
you — and other veterans too. 

S^cHaef Huff is head of government and 

stakeholder relations at the Government 
National Mortgage Association, or Ginnie Mae, 
the principal financing arm for government 
mortgage loans, including those guaranteed by 
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. He is also 
a veteran of the U.S. Air Force. 


Wilkie is urged to heed vet groups over community care access 


By Tom Philpott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

I n September, three months after sign¬ 
ing the mammoth VA Mission Act, 
President Donald Trump claimed in 
a speech that soon “if a veteran can’t 
get the care they need from the VA in a 
timely fashion, they have the right to go see 
a private doctor. Today, for the first time in 
American history, I am about to sign a bill 
that will fully and permanently give our 
great and cherished veterans choice.” 

The bill Trump actually signed that day 
in Las Vegas funded the Department of Vet¬ 
erans Affairs for the next two years along 
with 2019 military construction projects. 

The law he signed months earlier will re¬ 
place the beleaguered Choice program by 
next June and do much more. It mandates 
more timely appointments and improved 
staffing at VA medical centers and clinics. 
It requires the VA to create a new network 
of commercial walk-in clinics and to en¬ 
sure prompt payment to outside health care 
providers. It orders the VA to expand over 
the next several years its comprehensive 
caregiver program to older generations of 
injured veterans. 

At a joint hearing Wednesday of the House 
and Senate Veterans’ Affairs committees, 
VA Secretary Robert Wilkie reported on 
his department’s progress implementing 
the VA Mission Act. The facts he shared 
left many lawmakers concerned that dead- 
hnes set only six months ago, particularly 
for caregiver benefit expansion, might not 
be met because of the VA’s aging computer 
systems. 

More disturbing to Democrats on both 
committees is the prospect that the VA and 
the White House will ignore the warnings 
of veteran groups and adopt hberal access 
standards for the community care portion 
of the bill. This would allow Trump, in his 
State of the Union address next month, to 
claim again that the law bestows unfettered 
access to private-sector care on any veteran 
who qualifies for VA care and is dissatisfied 
with its timeliness or convenience. 

Democrats at the hearing warned that 
if the VA embraces the vision Trump es¬ 
pouses, it will drive the cost of VA-run com¬ 
munity care programs so high as to put the 
VA medical centers and clinics at risk. In 
effect it would achieve what advocates for 


Military Update 

privatizing VA health care have sought for 
years. 

“We have heard conflicting informa¬ 
tion regarding VA’s development ... of 
designated access standards” for VA-run 
private-sector care networks, said Rep. 
Mark Takano, D-Calif, who will become 
chairman of the House Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee next month. “We also heard 
from VA staff that the president is likely to 
announce the adoption of a designated ac¬ 
cess standard model during his State of the 
Union address. However, Congress has not 
yet been made aware of what models are 
being considered and the reasoning behind 
any imminent decision.” 

Wilkie promised Takano that Congress 
will be briefed on plans to control veterans’ 
access to its networks of community care 
providers soon after the president is briefed 
on alternatives and endorses one. Wilkie 
suggested the choice likely will be a “hy¬ 
brid” of access standards set for military 
beneficiaries who use Tricare and the ac¬ 
cess afforded older Americans eligible for 
Medicare. 

Takano said he is worried Trump will 
make his decision “the night before he ... 
makes a grand speech about how every 
veteran is going to be able to see any doctor 
they want to see. I mean that’s one model... 
that sounds good but there’s a lot of down¬ 
side” given the money that would have to be 
diverted from essential VA care and staff¬ 
ing to pay for private-sector physicians and 
community care facihties. 

Other Democrats including Jon Tester, 
of Montana, ranking Democrat on the Sen¬ 
ate committee, expressed similar concerns. 
Tester said he shared the frustration of vet¬ 
eran service organizations who, along with 
congressional staffs, have been shut out of 
decision-making over private care access 
standards though the law mandates the VA 
involve them in plans for implementing the 
Mission Act. 

“I have grown increasingly concerned 
with the department’s planned implemen¬ 
tation of the new veterans community care 
program ... moving away from the direc¬ 
tion it was headed just six month ago,” said 


Tester. 

At that time, said Tester, the VA agreed 
that if veterans faced excessive wait times or 
driving distance to get care at a VA facihty, 
they should be offered referrals to commu¬ 
nity networks. “Specifically, we discussed 
designating access standards for services 
like routine lab work and x-rays. We agreed 
to give VA authority to decide exactly what 
services or categories of care should make 
veterans automatically eligible to receive 
care in the community,” Tester said. 

Now, he said, the VA has indicated it will 
set access standards for “each and every 
type of care a veteran might need. That 
would essentially outsource all segments of 
health care to the community based on ar¬ 
bitrary wait times or geographic standards, 
which was what we’re supposed to be mov¬ 
ing away from by ending the Choice pro¬ 
gram. And that’s despite the fact that several 
studies, one as recently as last week, have 
indicated the quahty and care at the VA is 
good or better than the private sector.” 

“To make matters worse,” Tester added, 
“VA officials have offered only vague ver¬ 
bal descriptions of the various sets of poten¬ 
tial access standards under consideration. 
... We need to know what you’re doing, Mr. 
Secretary, and how much it’s going to cost.” 
Because “if you move further down this 
path, gutting the VA health care system for 
those veterans who want and need to use 
it, [you’ll] end up bringing down the whole 
boat. And [you’re] going to spend a whole 
lot of time and money sending veterans into 
[the] community for care that is less timely 
and not as high in quality, that’s a bad deal 
for our taxpayers [and] our veterans.” 

Tester said his suspicion is that White 
House-led pohtics is behind the course cor¬ 
rection over access standards and the VA’s 
reluctance to brief congressional staffs and 
engage veterans groups more deeply. “I 
hope I’m wrong,” he said. 

In response, Wilkie reviewed features 
of the Mission Act that will strengthen VA 
staffing, allowing the department to offer 
better compensation packages to fill staff 
shortages of mental health speciahsts, in¬ 
ternists and primary care physicians. 

Regarding privatization, Wilkie said he 
agreed with Tester that “veterans are happy 
with the service they get at the Department 
of Veterans Affairs. I have not seen any in¬ 


dication that the majority of our veterans 
are chomping at the bit to find alternative 
ways to take care of themselves. The most 
important part ... is the communal nature 
of veterans’ care. Veterans want to go plac¬ 
es where people speak the language and un¬ 
derstand the culture.” 

On access standards, Wilkie said, “I have 
in mind not only Senator Tester’s state of 
Montana when it comes to the ability of our 
veterans to get to services, but also the most 
heavily congested metropolitan areas of 
this country. We have to make it easier for 
our veterans to get that care they need.” 

Wilkie said the mqjor veteran organiza¬ 
tions might feel less involved in the process 
because he has engaged more than past sec¬ 
retaries with smaller veterans groups — for 
example. Purple Heart and blinded veter¬ 
ans — to reflect changes in the demograph¬ 
ics of the veterans population. 

‘Blue Water Navy’ bill sinks 

Several senators used the joint hearing 
to express regret that the Senate failed to 
pass the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veter¬ 
ans Act (HR 299), even though the House 
approved it unanimously last June. 

Referring to a host of veteran benefit bills 
that became laws in the 115th Congress, 
Johnny Isakson, R-Ga., Senate committee 
chairman, conceded to House colleagues 
that “we dropped the ball with you on one 
thing: You all got the Blue Water Navy 
through. ... We failed in the Senate on two 
[unanimous consent attempts], one today 
and one last week.” 

Sen. Mike Lee, R-Utah, became the sec¬ 
ond senator to block the bill, arguing as 
did Sen. Mike Enzi, R-Wyo., last week, that 
budget offsets identified by the House to 
cover the cost of extending Agent Orange- 
related health care and disability compen¬ 
sation to ailing shipboard veterans of the 
Vietnam War were insufficient based on 
revised calculations by the Congressional 
Budget Office. 

Isakson vowed to lead a fresh effort to 
pass the bill in the next Congress. 

Send comments to Military Update, Eo. Box 

231111, Centreville, VA, 20120; email milupdate® 
aol.com; or Twitter; @Military_Update. 
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Farah Abdi Warsameh/AP 

A man walks near destroyed buildings after a bomb blast in Mogadishu, Somalia, on Saturday 


‘El Gordo’ lottery winners 
celebrate Christmas win 


Blast in Somalia kills 16 
near presidential palace 


By Abdi Guled 

Associated Press 

NAIROBI, Kenya — An explo- 
sives-packed vehicle detonated at 
a military checkpoint near Soma¬ 
lia’s presidential palace, killing 
at least 16 people and wounding 
more than 20 others, police said. 
The al-Qaida-linked al-Shabab 
extremist group, which often tar¬ 
gets Mogadishu, claimed respon¬ 
sibility for the attack. 

Those killed include three 
staffers from the London-based 
Universal TV station, including 
prominent journalist Awil Dahir 
Salad, said police Capt. Mohamed 
Hussein, who gave the toll of dead 
and wounded. 


The bomber targeted the check¬ 
point near the rear entrance of the 
heavily fortified palace, Hussein 
said. A lawmaker and a deputy 
mayor of Mogadishu were among 
those wounded, he said. 

Soldiers also were among the 
dead. Col. Ahmed Mohamud 
said. 

The blast and a second, smaller 
one nearby appeared to target 
those heading to work on what 
was a business day in the Horn of 
Africa nation. 

A plume of smoke rose over the 
capital as ambulances rushed to 
the scene. 

“At first I saw a vehicle driv¬ 
ing to and fro, then we tried to 
stop people walking here and 


there, and then in the blink of an 
eye the vehicle exploded, causing 
havoc,” traffic police officer Mo¬ 
hamed Harun told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. 

Al-Shabab, the most active Is¬ 
lamic extremist group in sub-Sa¬ 
haran Africa, was pushed out of 
Mogadishu years ago but contin¬ 
ues to control large parts of rural 
southern and central Somalia. 

The US. military, which part¬ 
ners with Somali forces and a 
20,000-strong African Union 
peacekeeping mission, has great¬ 
ly increased airstrikes against 
al-Shabab under the Trump ad¬ 
ministration. At least 47 US. 
strikes have been carried out this 
year. 


By Joseph Wilson 

Associated Press 

BARCELONA, Spain — Those 
holding ticket number 03347 
struck it rich Saturday when they 
won the top prize in Spain’s fa¬ 
mous Christmas lottery. 

The lottery, known as El Gordo, 
or “The Fat One,” dished out $2.7 
billion in prize money this year. 
The top prize for a winning tick¬ 
et was $455,000, but there were 
many smaller prizes. 

“Here the people are celebrat¬ 
ing a lot. It’s the first time that 
the top prize for the Christmas 
lottery has fallen here,” Luis So¬ 
riano, owner of a bar that sold 
some top prize tickets in the east¬ 
ern town of Ontinyent, told the 
Europa Press news agency. 

Other lotteries have bigger in¬ 
dividual top prizes but El Gordo, 
held each Dec. 22, is ranked as 
the world’s biggest in terms of 
total prize money. 

Multiple people picked the top 
winning number across Spain, 
spreading the $773 million dis¬ 
tributed for it to 46 of the coun¬ 
try’s 50 provinces. 

“Where are those who said we 
were jinxed after we have brought 


so much good luck?” said Jose 
Gomez, the manager of a lottery 
office in Cuenca, which also sold 
tickets for the biggest prize. 

Individuals or groups of friends 
or colleagues buy the El Gordo 
lottery tickets, which cost $23 
each, months in advance. 

Following the lottery draw has 
become a winter holiday tradition 
in Spain, with people glued to tele¬ 
vision sets, radios or the internet, 
where newspaper websites give a 
running commentary. 

Children from Madrid’s San 
Ildefonso school called out the lot¬ 
tery prizes Saturday on a nation¬ 
ally televised draw at Madrid’s 
Teatro Real opera house. The tiny 
wooden balls corresponding to 
the top prize rolled down chutes 
from two huge round cages and 
were called out by young girls 
three hours into the gala. 

The focus then shifted to jubi¬ 
lant images of the winners, who 
were popping open bottles of cava 
and celebrating in lottery offices, 
bars or in the street. 

Spain established its national 
lottery as a charity in 1763, dur¬ 
ing the reign of King Carlos III. 
Its objective later became to 
shore up state coffers. 


Alvaro Barrientos/AP 

Tomas Arizta, owner of a lottery office, celebrates with sparkling 
wine after selling the first prize Christmas lottery ticket El Gordo, or 
The Fat One, in Pamplona, Spain, on Saturday. 



UK police free 2 drone suspects in Gatwick travel chaos 



Kirsty Wigglesworth/AP 


A plane comes in to land at Gatwick Airport in England on Friday. 
British police are seeking the people behind drone incursions that 


Associated Press 

LONDON — British police on 
Sunday released a man and a 
woman who had been arrested in 
connection with the drone incur¬ 
sions at London’s Gatwick Air¬ 
port that disrupted holiday plans 
for tens of thousands of travelers. 

Sussex police said Sunday the 
two had cooperated with police 
and were no longer considered 
suspects in the case. They were 
arrested late Friday. Both live in 
Crawley, a town that is a five-min¬ 
ute drive from Gatwick, Britain’s 
second-busiest airport. 

Flights to and from Gatwick 
were operating normally Sunday, 
airport authorities said, after days 
of disruptions began Wednesday 
night when drones were seen over 
the airfield. 

Authorities fear that a drone 
could damage a plane in flight or 


disrupted travel at the airport. 

be sucked into a plane’s engine, 
causing a deadly crash. 

Police had searched a house in 
Crawley for clues after the arrests 
but Sussex Chief Detective Jason 


Tingley said he’s satisfied the two 
are no longer suspects. 

“We ask for the public’s con¬ 
tinued support by reporting any¬ 
thing suspicious, contacting us 


with any information in relation 
to the drone incidents at Gat¬ 
wick,” he said. 

Police say Gatwick Airport 
has offered a $63,000 reward 
through Crimestoppers for infor¬ 
mation leading to the arrest and 
conviction of the fugitive drone 
operators. 

British military personnel and 
their equipment are being de¬ 
ployed at Gatwick, which handles 
43 million passengers a year, 
to buttress police in an effort to 
deter drone use and try to keep 
the airport operating if another 
drone is spotted. 

Officials have not disclosed the 
technology being used to keep the 
airfield free of drones. 

Police said the motive of the 
drone operators is not yet known 
but they do not believe it is 
terrorism-related. 


Charlie Hebdo attack 
suspect charged 

PARIS — French authorities 
have handed preliminary ter¬ 
rorism charges to a long-fugitive 
extremist suspected of helping or¬ 
ganize the deadly 2015 attack on 
satirical weekly Charlie Hebdo. 

The Paris prosecutor’s office 
said Peter Cherif was expelled 
to France after his recent arrest 
in Djibouti and was immediately 
taken into custody and charged 
upon his arrival Sunday at Paris’ 
Charles de Gaulle Airport. 

He is accused of criminal as¬ 
sociation with a terrorist enter¬ 
prise. France’s defense minister 
said he played an “important role 
in organizing” the Charlie Hebdo 
attack. 

Cherif, also known as Abu 
Hamza, was a close friend of the 
two brothers who killed 11 people 
at Charlie Hebdo’s offices and a 
policeman nearby in Paris. 

From The Associated Press 
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Double lottery winner 
arrested in drug case 

ly I JERSEY CITY — A man 
3 who won New Jersey’s lot¬ 
tery twice has been arrested on 
drug charges. 

Police in Jersey City stopped 
James Callahan for a traffic vio¬ 
lation Friday. 

They allegedly seized nearly 
350 prescription drug pills and at 
least two weapons, including an 
assault firearm. 

A subsequent search of Calla¬ 
han’s apartment yielded cocaine, 
marijuana and prescription drugs, 
police told the Jersey Journal. 

Three weapons and hollow- 
point bullets were allegedly found 
in a storage locker. 

Callahan, 53, won nearly 
$700,000 in New Jersey’s Cash 5 
game in November 2015 and in 
November 2016. 


Police say staffers 
pushed kids to fight 

n A EXTON — Police said 
two staffers at a Penn¬ 
sylvania facility for patients with 
disabilities encouraged children 
to fight. 

Rayne Portela, 24, of Glen- 
side, and Anthony Merrick, 25, of 
Coatesville, appeared in District 
Court in Exton on charges of fail¬ 
ure to report or refer, endanger¬ 
ing the welfare of children, simple 
assault and harassment. 

Police said the incident hap¬ 
pened at the Devereux Kanner 
Center in West Whiteland Town¬ 
ship in July. Authorities said sur¬ 
veillance video shows Portela and 
Merrick place two 13-year-old 
boys in a makeshift ring and en¬ 
courage them to fight. 

Couple remarries after 
first try wasn’t legal 


U I STANTON — A couple 
I w 11 learned that they broke 
the law when they wed two years 
ago, so they asked a judge to void 
the illegal marriage and then to 
do it all over again. 

Philip Timmer and Trisha 
Stewart, both 55, were remarried 
last week at the Montcalm Coun¬ 
ty Courthouse, the Daily News of 
Greenville reported. 

Timmer and Stewart were both 
divorced with children from pre¬ 
vious marriages when they met in 
2010 through the social network¬ 
ing website Myspace. Stewart 
had divorced William Budlong 
in Texas in 1993; Timmer got di¬ 
vorced in 2000. 

The couple married in 2016. 
Then Stewart learned that her di¬ 
vorce hadn’t been properly final¬ 
ized in Texas. 


Hunters arrested after 
swan shootings 

||i| ^ MOUND CITY — Au- 
I w I thorities said two hunt¬ 
ers were arrested after killing a 
federally protected trumpeter 
swan and wounding a tundra 
swan. 

The Springfield News-Leader 
reported that the suspects haven’t 
been identified pending the filing 
of charges. They were arrested 
earlier this month while hunting 
in Holt County. 


THE CENSUS 

$1K 


The reward being offered for information ieading to the arrest of Christmas tree thieves. Thieves 
in Barton, Vt., stole brush and 18 to 20 trees worth an estimated $300 each from a tree farm, ac¬ 
cording to the Caledonian Record. The farm’s owner said the thieves also stole a surveillance camera. 
He’s offering $1,000 for information that leads to their capture. 




Ted S. Warhen/AP 


Scuba Santa 


Duncan Moore, a volunteer diver at the Seattle Aquarium, wears a Santa suit as he dives with fish in the Window on Washington Waters 
aquarium in Seattle on Friday. Moore, who is able to speak to the audience by using a radio headset, read a holiday story and posed for 
photos with children before finishing his dive. 


The dead swan was seized as 
evidence, while the wounded one 
was released the next day. 

Missouri Department of Con¬ 
servation wildlife agent Jade 
Wright said the hunters likely 
mistook the birds for snow geese. 
But he said mistaken identity 
doesn’t matter. 


Driver takes officers on 
2-day, 4-county chase 


^ PARSONS — A man was 
■ V w jailed after a two-day po¬ 
lice chase that ran through four 
Kansas counties on roads and 
through fields at speeds some¬ 
times over 100 mph. 

Kansas Highway Patrol spokes¬ 
man Chad Crittenden said the 
chase started Wednesday night 
when officers received a report of 
a stolen vehicle and potential kid¬ 
napping near Parsons. 

Troopers lost site of the truck 
but the chase resumed Thursday 
when Pratt County officials saw 
the truck. The Hutchinson News 
reported Crittenden said the 


chase went through fields, roads 
and highways in Pratt, Kiowa, 
Edwards and Pawnee counties. 

The chase ended in an Edwards 
County field when the driver hit 
a vehicle that had been placed in 
its path. Dakota Dean Demeritt, 
24, is jailed in Pratt County on 
$200,000 bond facing several po¬ 
tential charges. 

Birds rescued after 
eating prescription pills 


Both are recovering. Lisa Per- 
rone, the center’s wildlife manag¬ 
er, said that without treatment it’s 
likely the birds would have died, 
if not from overdoses than from 
an inability to flee predators. 

Police said the pills apparently 
included sedatives and they’re 
grateful no children mistook the 
pills for candy and ate them. 

Police: Man used child, 
11, to steal packages 


HUNTINGTONBEACH 
— A Canada goose and 
a gull are recovering after they 
swallowed prescription pills that 
were dumped at a Southern Cali¬ 
fornia park. 

The Orange County Register 
said someone dumped hundreds 
of pills on the grounds of Carr 
Park in Huntington Beach. 

On Dec. 17, someone spotted 
the Canada goose lying on the 
ground with its feet up and called 
the Wetlands & Wildlife Care 
Center. The goose and a ring-bill 
gull had their systems flushed. 


WT BURLINGTON — A 
w I man police said used his 
11-year-old to help steal packages 
from homes is facing charges. 

NECN reported Jackie Wal¬ 
ters, 33, pleaded guilty Thursday 
in Burlington to petit larceny and 
contributing to the delinquency of 
a child. But prosecutors said they 
need more information from an 
alleged victim and that the case 
will take more time. Judge Mar¬ 
tin Maley said he wasn’t ready to 
accept the plea. 

Police said Walters rode a bike 
with a wagon attached to it when 
he stole the packages. Authorities 


say he brought his 11-year-old 
child along with him to hold the 
packages. 

Burlington Deputy Police Chief 
Jon Murad said the case has been 
referred to the Vermont Depart¬ 
ment for Children and Families. 

Workers find dog but 
owner is still missing 

13 azalea — Loggers 
W\ working near Azalea 
found a dog that belongs to a miss¬ 
ing 78-year-old man but there 
has been no sign of the Glendale 
man. 

The Daily Courier reported Fri¬ 
day that loggers also found Terry 
L. Dodds’ truck off a muddy log¬ 
ging spur road less than 2 miles 
south of Interstate 5 near Azalea. 

The truck appeared to have slid 
off the road and into a ditch. 

Dodds has been missing since 
he left his home on Dec. 8. 

Authorities said he has a medi¬ 
cal condition that could leave him 
confused. 

From wire reports 
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Daniel Zuchnik, Getty Images/TNS 

Leah Remini and Jennifer Lopez attend a “Second Act” premiere after-party Dec. 12 in New York. 

The actresses have been close friends for 14 years, and played on-screen friends in “Second Act.” 


Sticking together 

From Scientology to ‘Second Act,' BFFs 
Remini and Lopez have each other’s backs 


By Amy Kaufman 
Los Angeles Times 

“I don’t think this lighting is going to work,” Jen¬ 
nifer Lopez says. She has just turned up at a photo 
shoot, and she is dismayed. 

“Newspapers don’t do retouching,” the actress 
points out, “and ugly don’t sell movies.” 

She requests that the studio representatives 
retrieve a monitor so she can review the images 
up close. As Lopez’s entourage scrambles to find 
a screen, best friend Leah Remini stands by pa¬ 
tiently. The two will be posing for a story about to 
their new film, “Second Act,” but Remini seems 
less concerned about the images. 

“I don’t need to see them,” she shrugs. 

Remini understands the work that Lopez puts 
into maintaining her brand. She doesn’t complain 
when she’s on time for an interview and her costar 
is an hour late. She has no interest in “taking away 
her JLo.” 

“I’m not that friend that is like, T don’t see you 
as JLo,”’ she says. “I see you as JLo, and I love 
that. Because you built that. I’m not trying to take 
you down and go, ‘Be normal.’ Her not being nor¬ 
mal is what made this all possible.” 

“This” is Lopez’s empire, which has grown to in¬ 
clude acting, singing, dancing and producing since 
she was discovered as a Fly Girl on “In Living 
Color” in the ’90s. This year alone, she’s starred in 
the third season of the NBC crime drama “Shades 
of Blue,” done a 120-night Las Vegas residency at 
Planet Hollywood and has begun work as the ex¬ 
ecutive producer and judge of the third season of 
NBC’s “World of Dance.” 

And then there’s “Second Act,” Lopez’s first 
film in three years. The romantic comedy follows 
big-box store assistant manager Maya (Lopez), 
who wishes for a promotion for her 43rd birthday. 
When she’s passed over for a college-educated ap¬ 


plicant, she laments to best friend Joan (Remini) 
that her lack of higher education has held her back 
from her ambitions. 

Joan’s tech-savvy son overhears the discussion 
and secretly creates an online resume for Maya 
that bluffs about her credentials — and lands her a 
job at a fancy Madison Avenue firm. 

The STX Entertainment picture, directed by 
Peter Segal, marks a return to romantic comedies 
for Lopez, 49, who established herself as one of the 
most dependable actresses of the genre after star¬ 
ring in such films as “The Wedding Planner” and 
“Maid in Manhattan” nearly two decades ago. But 
it’s the biggest film role ever for Remini, 48, who is 
best known for her sitcom television work opposite 
Kevin James on “The King of Queens” and the re¬ 
cently canceled “Kevin Can Wait.” 

“I’m not film person,” Remini shrugs. “I don’t 
love the genre. I don’t enjoy the actual work of it. I 
like live shows. I like an audience. I don’t love film- 
making and doing things out of sequence.” 

Still, she admits that she said yes to the role be¬ 
fore even reading the screenplay because of how 
much she trusts Lopez. The two first met 14 years 
ago, when Remini was still deeply enmeshed in 
Scientology. She and her husband, Angelo Pagan, 
were close with Marc Anthony, who in 2004 had 
just begun dating Lopez. 

“He was like, ‘She’s the love of my life, blah, 
blah, blah,”’ recalls Remini. (Anthony and Lopez 
married, divorced and now share custody of their 
10-year-old twins.) “As I was walking up to the 
table, I was like, ‘Ugh, God, you’re even prettier 
in real life.’ She started laughing, and I was like, 
‘Ugh, and you have a sense of humor even?’ ” 

The two immediately bonded. Remini says, 
forming the kind of friendship where “you just 
take the armor off” She has long credited Lopez 
with being one of the few people in Hollywood to 
stand by her when she left Scientology in 2013. 


Travis Scott might be joining 
Super Bowl halftime lineup 


From news services 

Rapper Travis Scott will report¬ 
edly perform alongside Maroon 5 
during the Super Bowl halftime 
show, according to TMZ. The As¬ 
sociated Press stopped short of 
confirming the news but quoted a 
source as saying Scott is in talks 
to join the lineup. 

The NFL has been typically 
mum on the halftime show line¬ 
up for Super Bowl LIII, which 
will take place Feb. 3 in Atlanta. 
The organization has not yet con¬ 
firmed Maroon 5’s headlining gig 

— reported widely in September 

— and representatives for the 
league did not immediately re¬ 
spond to a request for comment. 

The halftime show would be 
the latest in a streak of career 
highlights for Scott, born Jacques 
Webster. His album “Astroworld,” 
released in August, debuted at 
No. 1 on the Billboard 200 chart, 
where it has remained in various 
Top 10 spots. Scott is on the cover 
of the January 2019 issue of Roll¬ 
ing Stone, which dubs him “rap’s 
newest superstar.” 

Entertainment slots for the up¬ 
coming halftime show have re¬ 
portedly been tough to fill amid 
outcry over the NFL’s alleged 
blacklisting of Colin Kaepemick. 
The former San Francisco 49ers 
quarterback set off controversy 
in 2016 when he began kneeling 
during the national anthem in 
protest of police brutality against 
black Americans. In the years 
since, hundreds of other NFL 
players have followed suit. 

In October, Us Weekly report¬ 
ed that Rihanna had turned down 
an offer to headline the halftime 


show in support of Kaepemick. 
Jay-Z, an outspoken supporter of 
the NFL free agent, has implied 
that he had done the same. 

Maroon 5 hasn’t been immune 
to the debate. A change.org peti¬ 
tion asking the Adam Levine- 
fronted band to drop out of the 
show in support of Kaepemick 
has received more than 75,000 
signatures. 

Others have criticized the 
NFL’s choice of Maroon 5, a band 
formed in Los Angeles, over At¬ 
lanta-based artists. The Georgia 
capital boasts a vibrant hip-hop 
scene that has spawned popular 
acts including Migos, Future, 
Outkast, T.I. and Ludacris. Scott 
is from Houston. 

Other news 

■ Audrey Geisel, the widow of 
children’s author Dr. Seuss, died 
Dec. 19 at age 97. Geisel helped 
oversee the literary estate of her 
late husband, whose real name 
was Theodor Geisel and who 
died in 1991. Two years later, she 
founded Dr. Seuss Enterprises. 
Along with numerous publishing 
projects, she served as executive 
producer for some film adapta¬ 
tions of his work, most recently 
“The Grinch,” which came out 
last month. 

■ Peter Masterson, the play¬ 
wright, filmmaker and actor 
with a knack for farce and drama 
whether co-writing the Tony- 
winning musical “The Best Little 
Whorehouse in Texas” or direct¬ 
ing the movie adaptation of “The 
Trip to Bountiful,” died Dec. 18 
from complications from Parkin¬ 
son’s disease. He was 84. 


Nothing new in Beyonce’s iemonade jar 

Beyonce released two albums through streaming services 
Dec. 20, hut neither included anything but old songs. 

Under the name Queen Carter, the albums “Have Your 
Way” and “Back Up, Rewind” appeared on Spotify and 
Apple Music, featuring demos, previously released songs 
and unreleased tracks by Beyonce. Hours later, they were 
removed. 

“Have Your Way” included tracks like “Hollywood,” a 
song with Jay-Z from his 2006 album “Kingdom Come,” and 
“Hey Goldmember” from the soundtrack for 2002’s “Austin 
Powers in Goldmember,” which starred Beyonce. 

“Back Up, Rewind” included “Keep Giving Your Love to 
Me” from the “Bad Boys H” soundtrack. 

Beyonce’s last three albums were released in surprise 


form. 


a 
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— Meskin Fekadu/AP 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Shutdown compounds risks for US economy 



Carolyn Kaster/AP 


The U.S. Capitol dome is seen past the base of the Washington 
Monument in Washington on Saturday. The partial shutdown of the 
government adds another threat to America’s economic expansion. 


By Josh Boak 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Now in its 
10th year, America’s economic 
expansion still looks sturdy. Yet 
the partial shutdown of the gov¬ 
ernment that began Saturday has 
added another threat to a growing 
list of risks. 

The stock market’s persistent 
fall, growing chaos in the Trump 
administration, higher inter¬ 
est rates, a U.S.-China trade war 
and a global slowdown have com¬ 
bined to elevate the perils for the 
economy. 

Gregory Daco, chief U.S. econo¬ 
mist at Oxford Economics, said he 
thinks the underlying fundamen¬ 
tals for growth remain strong and 
that the expansion will continue. 
But he cautioned that the falling 
stock market reflects multiple haz¬ 
ards that can feed on themselves. 

“What really matters is how 
people perceive these headwinds 
— and right now markets and in¬ 
vestors perceive them as leading 
us into a recessionary environ¬ 
ment,” Daco said. 

Many economic barometers 
still look encouraging. The latest 
figures indicate that the economy 
has been fundamentally healthy 
during the final month of 2018. 

Still, financial markets were 
rattled Thursday by President 
Donald Trump’s threat to shut 
down the government unless his 
border wall is funded as part of 
a measure to finance the govern¬ 
ment — a threat that became real¬ 
ity on Saturday. 

The expanding picture of a 
dysfunctional Trump admin¬ 
istration grew further with the 
surprise resignation of Defense 
Secretary James Mattis in protest 
of Trump’s abrupt decision to pull 
U.S. troops out of Syria — a move 
that drew expressions of alarm 
from many Republicans as well as 


Democrats. 

How markets and government 
officials respond to such risks 
could determine whether the 
second-longest U.S. expansion on 
record remains on course or suc¬ 
cumbs eventually to a recession. 

Here is a closer look at the 
risks: 

■ Administration chaos. It has 
been a tumultuous few days even 
for a White House that has been 
defined by the president’s daily 
dramas. 

Trump faces an investiga¬ 
tion into Russian interference in 
the 2016 elections that has led to 
indictments and criminal con¬ 
victions of some of his closest con¬ 
fidants. He is coping with a wave 
of top staff defections, having lost 
both his chief of staff and defense 
secretary. He is in the process of 
installing a new attorney general. 

Then there is the partial gov¬ 
ernment shutdown that Trump 
himself has pushed. 

The shutdown is unlikely to 
hurt economic growth very much, 
even if it lasts a while, because 75 


percent of the government is still 
being funded. 

Still, the problem is that the 
Trump administration appears 
disinclined to cooperate with 
the incoming House Democratic 
majority. So the federal support 
through deficit spending that 
boosted the economy this year 
will likely wane, Lewis Alexander, 
U.S. chief economist at Nomura, 
said in his 2019 outlook. 

That, in part, is why the economy 
is widely expected to weaken from 
its roughly 3 percent growth this 
year, which would be the strongest 
performance since 2005. 

■ Tumbling stocks. Stock in¬ 
vestors have been trampled since 
October, with the Dow Jones In¬ 
dustrial Average sinking nearly 
15 percent. The plunge followed a 
propulsive winning streak for the 
stock market that began in 2009. 
But investors are internalizing all 
the latest risks, including Trump’s 
trade war with China and higher 
borrowing rates, and how much 
they might depress corporate 
profits and the economy. 


“Markets people are forward- 
looking, so they’re taking into 
account the latest information,” 
said Jim O’Sullivan, chief U.S. 
economist at High Frequency 
Economics. 

■ Trade war. For economists, 
this may pose the gravest threat 
to the economy. Trump has im¬ 
posed tariffs against a huge swath 
of goods from China, which has 
retaliated with its own tariffs on 
U.S. products. These import taxes 
tend to dampen economic activity 
and diminish growth. 

“The trade war with China is 
now the biggest impediment to 
U.S. economic growth,” Ian Shep- 
herdson, chief economist at Pan¬ 
theon Macroeconomics, said in his 
forecast for the first half of 2019. 

In part because of the taxes 
Trump imposed on Chinese im¬ 
ports, manufacturing growth ap¬ 
pears to be slowing, with factory 
owners facing higher costs for raw 
materials. 

■ Fed rate increases. The Fed¬ 
eral Reserve has raised a key short¬ 
term rate four times this year and 
envisions two more increases in 
2019. Stocks sold off Wednesday 
after Chairman Jerome Powell 
laid out the rationale. Powell’s ex¬ 
planation, in large part, was that 
the Fed could gradually raise bor¬ 
rowing costs and limit potential 
U.S. economic growth because of 
the job market’s strength. 

If the central bank were to mis¬ 
calculate and raise rates too high 
or too fast, it could trigger the very 
downturn that Fed officials have 
been trying to avoid. This has be¬ 
come a nagging fear for investors. 

■ Global slowdown. The world 
economy is showing clear signs of 
a downshift, with many U.S. trad¬ 
ing partners, especially in Europe 
and Asia, weakening or expected 
to expand at a slower speed. Their 
deflating growth can, in turn. 


weigh down the U.S. economy. 

Several other global risks 
abound. There is Britain’s turbu¬ 
lent exit from the European Union. 
Italy appears close to recession 
and is struggling to manage its 
debt. China, the world’s second- 
largest economy after the US., is 
trying to manage a slowdown in 
growth that is being complicated 
by its trade war with Trump. 

“Next year is likely to be chal¬ 
lenging for both investors and 
policymakers,” Alexander, the 
Nomura economist, concluded in 
his outlook. 

■ ■ 

Military rates 

Euro costs (Dec. 24).$1.1710 

Dollar buys (Dec. 24).€0.854 

British pound (Dec. 24).$1.30 

Japanese yen (Dec. 24).92.00 

South Korean won (Dec. 24).1,098.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3769 

British pound.$1.2648 

Canada (Dollar).1.3555 

China (Yuan) 6 9054 

Denmark (Krone).6.5478 

Egypt (Pound).17.9094 

Euro.$1.1403/0.8769 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8309 

Hungary (Forint).282.29 

Israel (Shekel).3.7737 

Japan (Yen) 111 02 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3039 

Norway (Krone).8.7495 

Philippines (Peso).53.00 

Poland (Zloty) 3 75 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7526 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3719 

South Korea (Won).1,123.36 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9912 

Thailand (Baht).32.66 

Turkey (Lira).5.3158 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate.3.00 

Federal funds market rate.2.20 

3-month bill.2.34 

30-year bond.3.02 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


MONDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


MONDAY IN EUROPE 


TUESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

I Favorite 
4 West of 

Hollywood 
7 Fixed look 

II — about 
(roughly) 

13 Oahu or Maui 
(Abbr.) 

14 Bar 

15 Fictional Jane 

16 State VIP 

17 Catch sight of 

18 Hotel workers 
20 Lavish party 
22 Fawn’s mom 
24 Recital piece 
28 Purplish hue 

32 Sean of “Rudy” 

33 October 
birthstone 

34 Rushmore face 

36 Crow’s-nest cry 

37 Not hollow 
39 Eventually 

41 Parking spots 

43 Born 

44 Tehran’s country 
46 Sports bar fixture 
50 Mexican snack 
53 Promptly 

55 Ticklish Muppet 

56 Rights org. 

57 Genetic stuff 

58 Legal action 

59 Honey bunch? 


60 Boston team, 
for short 

61 Montreal summer 

DOWN 

1 “The Raven,” 
for one 

2 New Age singer 

3 Actress Spelling 

4 “Top Gun” target 

5 Starting 

6 Santa’s helpers 

7 Traditional 
English folk song 

8 Small batteries 

9 Energy 

10 TV Tarzan Ron 
12 Apple variety 
19 Junior 

21 Ode title starter 
23 Greek H 
25 Slightly 


26Turner or Fey 

27 Tennis champ 
Murray 

28 Rolling 
stone’s lack 

29 Each 

30 Big bash 

31 Sit-up targets 
35 A billion years 
38 Aachen article 
40 Ran into 

42 Hourglass 
fillers 
45 Taboo 

47 Pivot 

48 Send forth 

49 Carry 

50 Indent key 

51 High card 

52 The Browns, on 
scoreboards 

54 Letter sealer 
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12-24 CRYPTOQUIP 


NXDF OHE NIFS SXD “NXJSD 


YXMJBSPIB” YMHHFDM SH SIV 
ITHFV, NXIS BXHETG OHE GH? 


QMJEV YMHBQO. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: WHY ARE 

EXTRATERRESTRIALS EXCELLENT BEINGS BY 
DEFINITION? BECAUSE THEY’RE OUT OF THIS 
WORLD. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals W 






























































































































































































































































Monday, December 24,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 23 


FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising' 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corT 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 



buyers with classifieds 


Be aware of the common 
red flags. 



buy sight unseen and have 
through an agent using 



Automotive 140 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 


2019. Experience pref 

Call 06158-8239377 or 
email eclemons@hrblock.com 


N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
I9eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

Q 
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Classifieds! J | 



Visit Stripes.com 
for details. 


STARS AND STRIPES 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


StarsiqiStri pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


)es.com su| 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 




Deals 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Signed OF 
Brandon Barnes and RHP Brooks Pound¬ 
ers to minor ieague contracts. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Agreed to 
terms with RHP Matt Harvey on a one- 
year contract. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Chariie Morton on a two-year 
contract. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Signed 2B Eric 
Sogard to a minor ieague contract. 

National League 

CINCINNATI REDS - Designated LHP 
Robby Scott for assignment. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Designated 
RHP Ryan Meisinger for assignment. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA — Fined New Jersey coach Kenny 
Atkinson $25,000 for verbaliy abusing 
game officials and failing to leave the 
court in a timely manner following his 
ejection. 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Transferred F 
Alex Poythress from Erie (NBAGL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

NFL - Fined Seattle LB Bobby Wag¬ 
ner for a facemask penalty and Houston 
DE Jadeveon Clowney and Arizona DE 
Chandler Jones for roughing-the-passer 
penalties. Each was fined $20,054. Fined 
Seattle CB Justin Coleman and Cleveland 
LB Jamie Collins $26,739 each for unnec¬ 
essary roughness penalties. Fined New 
Orleans DE Marcus Davenport $20,054 for 
roughing the passer penalty. Fined Bal¬ 
timore CB Jimmy Smith and RB Kenneth 
Dixon; Denver CB Jamar Taylor; Cleveland 
WR Antonio Callaway; L.A. Rams CB Mar¬ 
cus Peters; and Carolina G Andrus Peat 
$10,026 each for unnecessary roughness 
penalties. 

DETROIT LIONS - Placed WR Bruce El¬ 
lington and S Charles Washington on in¬ 
jured reserve. Signed WR Chris Lacy and 
CB Dee Virgin from the practice squad. 
Signed WR Deontez Alexander to the 
practice squad. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Placed CB Will 
Redmond on injured reserve. Signed RB 
Lavon Coleman from the practice squad. 

HOUSTON TEXANS - Activated CB 
Kayvon Webster from injured reserve. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Signed S Ro¬ 
lan Milligan from the practice squad. 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS - Placed OT 
Jermey Parnell and S Ronnie Harrison on 
injured reserve. Signed CB Breon Bor¬ 
ders and OL Brandon Thomas from the 
practice squad. 

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS - Activated 
WR Ted Ginn Jr. from injured reserve. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

CALGARY FLAMES - Assigned F Ryan 
Lomberg to Stockton (AHL). Activated F 
Michael Frolikfrom injured reserve. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES - Recalled Fs 
Clark Bishop and Janne Kuokkanen from 
Charlotte (AHL). 

COLORADO AVALANCHE - Recalled G 
Joe Cannata from Utah (ECHL) to Colo¬ 
rado (AHL). 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Placed D Dion 
Phaneuf on injured reserve, retroactive 
to Dec. 11. Activated F Ilya Kovalchuk 
from injured reserve. 

VEGAS KNIGHTS - Recalled G Zach 
Fucale from Fort Wayne (ECHL) to Chi¬ 
cago (AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

ATLANTA UNITED - Re-signed D Mi¬ 
chael Parkhurst. 


Pro baseball 


MLB calendar 

Jan. 11 — Salary arbitration figures 
exchanged. 

Jan. 22 - BBWAA Hall of Fame voting 
announced. 

Jan. 28-Feb. 15 — Salary arbitration 
hearings, St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Feb. 6-8 — Owners’ meetings, Orlando, 
Fla. 

Feb. 10 — Voluntary reporting date for 
Oakland pitchers, catchers and injured 
players. 

Feb. 11 — Voluntary reporting date for 
Seattle pitchers, catchers and injured 

Feb. 13 — Voluntary reporting date 
for other teams’ pitchers, catchers and 
injured players. 

Feb. 15 — Voluntary reporting date for 
other players on Oakland and Seattle. 

Feb. 18 — Voluntary reporting date for 
other teams’ other players. 

Feb. 23 — Mandatory reporting date. 


College football 

1 

College basketball 

1 

AP sportlight 


Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Dec. IS 
Celebration Bowl 
At Atlanta 

N.C. A&T 24, Alcorn State 22 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Tulane 41, Louisiana-Lafayette 24 

New Mexico Bowl 
Albuquerque 

Utah State 52, North Texas 13 

'' ;gas Bowl 
, Arizona State 20 

Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Georgia Southern 23, Eastern Michigan 21 
New Orleans Bowl 
jpalachian State 45, Middle Tennes- 




Tuesday, Dec. 18 
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 
UAB 37, North Illinois 13 

Wednesday, Dec. 19 
Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
Ohio 27, San Diego State 0 
Thursday, Dec. 20 
Gasparilla Bowl 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Marshall 38, South Florida 20 
Friday, Dec. 21 
Bahamas Bowl 

FlU 35, Toledo 32 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
Boise 

BYU 49, Western Michigan 18 

Saturday, Dec. 22 
Birmingham (Aia.) Bowi 
Wake Forest 37, Memphis 34 
Armed Forces Bowi 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Army 70, Houston 14 

Doiiar Generai Bowi 
Mobiie, Aia. 

Troy 42, Buffalo 32 

Hawaii Bowi 
Honoiuiu 

Louisiana Tech 31, Hawaii 14 

Wednesday, Dec. 26 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowi 
Daiias 

Boston College (7-5) vs. Boise State 
(10-3) 

Quick Lane Bowi 
Detroit 

Minnesota (6-6) vs. Georgia Tech (7-5) 

Cheez-it Bowi 
Phoenix 

California (7-5) vs. TCU (6-6) 

Thursday, Dec. 27 
independence Bowi 
Shreveport, La. 

Temple (8-4) vs. Duke (7-5) 

Pinstripe Bowi 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Miami (7-5) vs. Wisconsin (7-5) 

Texas Bowi 
Houston 

Baylor (6-6) vs. Vanderbilt (6-6) 

Friday, Dec. 28 
Music City Bowi 
Nashviiie, Tenn. 

Purdue (6-6) vs. Auburn (7-5) 

Camping Worid Bowi 
Oriando, Fia. 

West Virginia (8-3) vs. Syracuse (9-3) 

Aiamo Bowi 
San Antonio 

Iowa State (8-4) vs. Washington State 
(10-2) 

Saturday, Dec. 29 
Peach Bowi 
Atianta 

Florida (9-3) vs. Michigan (10-2) 

Beik Bowi 
Chariotte, N.C. 

South Carolina (7-5) vs. Virginia (7-5) 

Arizona Bowi 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Arkansas State (8-4) vs. Nevada (7-5) 

Cotton Bowi Ciassic 
Ariington, Texas 

CFP Semifinal, Notre Dame (12-0) vs. 
Clemson (13-0) 

Orange Bowi 
Miami Gardens, Fia. 

CFP Semifinal, Oklahoma (12-1) vs. 
Alabama (13-0) 

Monday, Dec. 31 
Military Bowi 


Military Bi 
Annapolis, 


Cincinnati (10-2) vs. Virginia Tech (6-6) 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

Stanford (8-4) vs. Pittsburgh (7-6) 

Red box Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Michigan State (7-5) vs. Oregon (8-4) 

Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Missouri (8-4) vs. Oklahoma State (6-6) 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Northwestern (8-5) vs. Utah (9-4) 

Gator Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

NC State (9-3) vs. Texas A&M (8-4) 

Tuesday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Mississippi State (8-4) vs. Iowa (8-4) 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Kentucky (9-3) vs. Penn State (9-3) 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

LSU (9-3) vs. UCF (12-0) 

Rose Bowl 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Washington (10-3) vs. Ohio State (12-1) 

Sugar Bowl 
New Orleans 

Texas (9-4) vs. Georgia (11-2) 

Monday, Jan. 7 

College Football Championship 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Cotton Bowl winner vs. Orange Bowl 
winner 


Men’s Top 25 Fared 

1. Kansas (10-1) lost to No. 18 Arizona 
State 80-76. Next; vs. Eastern Michigan, 
Saturday. 

2. Duke (11-1) did not play. Next; vs. 
Clemson, Saturday, Jan. 5. 

3. Tennessee (10-1) beat Wake Forest 
83-64. Next; vs. Tennessee Tech, Satur¬ 
day. 

4. Michigan (12-0) beat Air Force 71-50. 
Next; vs. Binghamton, Sunday, Dec. 30. 

5. Virginia (11-0) beat William & Mary 
72-40. Next; vs. Marshall, Monday, Dec. 
31. 

6. Nevada (12-0) beat Akron 68-62. 
Next; at Utah, Saturday. 

7. Auburn (10-2) beat Murray State 93- 
88. Next; vs. North Florida, Saturday. 

8. Gonzaga (11-2) did not play. Next; 
vs. North Alabama, Friday. 

9. North Carolina (8-3) lost to No. 19 
Kentucky 80-72. Next; vs. Davidson, Sat¬ 
urday. 

10. Michigan State (10-2) did not play. 
Next; vs. Northern Illinois, Saturday. 

11. Florida State (11-1) beat Saint 
Louis 81-59. Next; vs. Winthrop, Tuesday, 
Jan. 1. 


Next; vs. Maryland-Eastern Shore, Fri¬ 
day. 

14. Buffalo (11-1) did not play. Next; at 
Canisius, Saturday. 

15. Ohio State (11-1) beat UCLA 80-66. 
Next; vs. High Point, Saturday. 

16. Wisconsin (10-2) beat Grambling 
State 84-53. Next; at Western Kentucky, 
Saturday. 

17. Mississippi State (11-1) beat Wright 
State 67-63. Next; vs. BYU, Saturday. 

18. Arizona State (9-2) beat No. 1 Kan¬ 
sas 80-76. Next; vs. Princeton, Saturday. 

19. Kentucky (9-2) beat No. 9 North 
Carolina 80-72. Next; at Louisville, Sat¬ 
urday. 

20. Marquette (10-2) did not play. Next; 
vs. Southern University, Friday. 

21. Houston (11-0) did not play. Next; 
vs. Coppin State, Sunday. 

22. Indiana (11-2) beat Jacksonville 94- 
64. Next; vs. Illinois, Thursday, Jan. 3. 

23. Iowa (10-2) beat Savannah State 
110-64. Next; vs. Bryant, Saturday. 

24. Furman (12-1) did not play. Next; at 
ETSU, Saturday. 

25. Nebraska (10-2) beat Cal State Ful¬ 
lerton 86-62. Next; vs. Southwest Min- 
nesta State, Saturday. 

Saturday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

American U. 82, Md.-Eastern Shore 58 
Brown 78, Marist 53 
Bucknell 84, Rhode Island 82 
CCSU 93, Maine 90, 20T 
Duquesne 85, E. Kentucky 84, OT 
Fairfield 63, New Hampshire 57 
Georgetown 102, UALR 94, OT 
Harvard 75, George Washington 61 
Hofstra 107, Rosemont 54 
Holy Cross 60, Siena 57 
La Salle 57, Towson 51 
Lehigh 88, St. Francis (Pa.) 76 
Mount St. Mary’s 83, St. Mary’s Col¬ 
lege of Maryland 44 
Niagara 78, Army 66 
Rutgers 68, Columbia 65, OT 
Saint Joseph’s 45, Loyola of Chicago 


42 


St. John’s 104, Sacred Heart 82 
Stony Brook 76, Quinnipiac 73 
Syracuse 82, Arkansas St. 52 
Temple 82, Drexel 64 
Villanova 81, UConn 58 
Wagner 77, Hartford 68 
West Virginia 74, Jacksonville St. 72 
Yale 99, Iona 84 

SOUTH 

Alabama A&M 67, Tulane 59 
Auburn 93, Murray St. 88 
Austin Peay 75, Liberty 66 
Campbell 70, Alabama St. 69 
Clemson 78, South Carolina 68 
Davidson 88, Central Penn College 54 
ETSU 89, Norfolk St. 61 
Florida 77, Florida Gulf Coast 56 
Florida St. 81, Saint Louis 59 
Georgia 70, Georgia Tech 59 
Hampton 89, Howard 82 
Kentucky 80, North Carolina 72 
Louisiana Tech 73, Texas A&M-CC 68 
Memphis 99, Tennessee St. 41 
Miami 75, FAU 55 
Mississippi St. 67, Wright St. 63 
NC State 98, SC-Upstate 71 
Nicholls84, Mobile 67 
Old Dominion 76, Morgan St. 53 
Richmond 74, High Point 59 
Seton Hall 78, Maryland 74 
Tennessee 83, Wake Forest 64 
UNC-Greensboro 83, Samford 75 
VCU 70, Wichita St. 54 
Virginia 72, William & Mary 40 
W. Kentucky 71, Saint Mary’s (Cal) 68 
MIDWEST 

Boston College 65, DePaul 62 
Bradley 63, SE Louisiana 60 
CS Northridge 85, SlU-Edwardsville 79 
Cent. Michigan 81, Jackson St. 72 
Cincinnati 77, SC State 56 
Dayton 81, Presbyterian 69 
E. Michigan 90, Siena Heights 72 
Evansville 80, Green Bay 75 
Indiana 94, Jacksonville 64 
Iowa 110, Savannah St. 64 
Kansas St. 69, Vanderbilt 58 
Michigan 71, Air Force 50 
Milwaukee 67, W. Michigan 66 
Missouri 79, Illinois 63 
Missouri St. 93, Ark.-Pine Bluff 72 
Montana 85, S. Dakota St. 74 
N. Illinois 100, Chicago St. 59 
N. Iowa 64, North Dakota 62 
Nebraska 86, Cal St.-Fullerton 62 
Rio Grande 68, McNeese St. 64 


UMKC 95, Elon 59 
Winthrop 79, S. Illinois 71 
Wisconsin 84, Grambling St. 53 
SOUTHWEST 

Arkansas 73, Texas State 70 
SMU 81, Cornell 53 
Texas A&M 92, Marshall 68 
Tulsa 69, Oral Roberts 59 
UTEP 76, Wyoming 65 
FAR WEST 
Arizona 70, UC Davis 68 
Arizona St. 80, Kansas 76 
Boise St. 83, Pacific 71 
Drake 66, New Mexico St. 63 
Fresno St. 93, UT Martin 53 
Grand Canyon 85, MVSU 64 
Indiana St. 72, Colorado 67 
Long Beach St. 64, Colorado St. 61 
Nevada 68, Akron 62 
Ohio St. 80, UCLA 66 
Penn 75, New Mexico 65 
Rider 74, N. Colorado 67 
San Diego 82, Washington St. 75 
San Diego St. 90, BYU 81 
San Francisco 74, Stanford 65 
UC Riverside 60, Loyola Marymount 53 
UC Santa Barbara 84, Idaho St. 65 
UNLV 73, Hawaii 59 
Utah Valley 85, Sam Houston St. 79 
Weber St. 83, Delaware St. 69 

Men’s schedule 

Thursday, Dec. 27 
MIDWEST 
UMKC at Creighton 

Friday, Dec. 28 
EAST 

Delaware at Hofstra 
Drexel at Northeastern 

SOUTH 

Kennesaw St. at Georgia Tech 
NC A&T at East Carolina 
Loyola (Md.) at NC State 
lUPUl at N. Kentucky 
Towson at Elon 

Md.-Eastern Shore at Virginia Tech 
James Madison at William & Mary 
Louisiana-Monroe at LSU 

MIDWEST 

Detroit at Youngstown St. 

S. Dakota St. atW. Illinois 
Albany (NY) at Kent St. 

III.-Chicago at Wright St. 

Oakland at Cleveland St. 

Southern U. at Marquette 
Purdue Fort Wayne at North Dakota 
Denver at Nebraska-Omaha 
South Dakota at N. Dakota St. 

SOUTHWEST 
TCU at Hawaii Pacific 
Rio Grande at Texas Tech 
Texas-Arlington at Texas 
Austin Peay at Arkansas 
FAR WEST 

North Alabama at Gonzaga 
Eastern Oregon at Utah St. 

UC Riverside at Air Force 
UC Davis at Loyola Marymount 

Saturday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Liberty 55, Duquesne 51 

Loyola (Md.) 75, Monmouth (NJ) 67 

Northeastern 63, Maine 55 

SOUTH 

Auburn 96, Elon 44 
Ohio 109, Richmond 58 
Syracuse 57, UCF 52 
Towson 76, Marshall 69 
Tulane 67, Texas State 61 
MIDWEST 

Jackson St. 72, Ill.-Chicago 57 
Minnesota 91, Rhode Island 71 
Notre Dame 87, Marquette 63 
Xavier 61, New Orleans 45 
SOUTHWEST 
Oklahoma 77, SMU 61 
Southern Cal 73, Texas-Arlington 61 
Texas Tech 75, Texas Southern 55 
FAR WEST 

Long Beach St. 50, Utah St. 48 
Pacific 72, Cal St.-Fullerton 64 
Saint Mary’s (Cal) 83, Old Dominion 


Women’s schedule 

Friday, Dec. 28 
EAST 

Harvard at Rhode Island 
Northwestern at Rutgers 
Hartford at CCSU 
Saint Joseph’s at Delaware 
Maryland at Penn St. 

SOUTH 
NC A&T at FAU, Noon 
Presbyterian at Georgia 
North Florida at Mississippi 
Howard at North Carolina 
Murray St. at Tennessee 
Bethune-Cookman at Charlotte 
East Carolina at Duke 
Florida A&M at Miami 
Samford at Vanderbilt 
MIDWEST 

Yale vs. Saint Louis at Boca Raton, Fla. 
Ohio St. at Purdue 
Youngstown St. at Detroit 
Purdue Fort Wayne at N. Dakota St. 
Denver at Nebraska-Omaha 
Michigan at Nebraska 
Chicago St. at Bradley 
Wright St. at lUPUl 
Cleveland St. at Oakland 
S. Dakota St. at W. Illinois 
Green Bay at Milwaukee 
N. Kentucky at Ill.-Chicago 
Indiana at Illinois 
Wisconsin at Minnesota 
FAR WEST 
Cal Poly at UCLA 
New Mexico St. at UC Riverside 


Dec. 24 

1950 — Cleveland’s Otto Graham 
throws four touchdown passes, despite 
icy footing in Municipal Stadium, and 
Lou Groza kicks a 16-yard field goal with 
28 seconds left to give the Browns a 30- 
28 victory over the Los Angeles Rams 
and the NFL title in their first year in the 
league. 

1961 — George Blanda’s 35-yard 
touchdown pass to Billy Cannon gives 
the Houston Oilers a 10-3 victory over 
the San Diego Chargers for their second 
AFL title. 

1967 — New York’s Joe Namath be¬ 
comes the first player to throw for 4,000 
yards in a season. Namath passes for 343 
yards and four touchdowns to lead the 
Jets to a 42-31 win at San Diego. Namath 
finishes the year with 4,007 yards. 

1997 — In one of the biggest upsets in 
college basketball. Division II American- 
Puerto defeats the No. 12 Arkansas Ra- 
zorbacks 64-59 in the Puerto Rico Holiday 
Classic. 

2000 — Marshall Faulk breaks Emmitt 
Smith’s NFL record for touchdowns, scor¬ 
ing three times to give him 26 for the St. 
Louis Rams. Faulk’s three touchdowns 
and 220 yards fuels a 26-21 victory over 
the New Orleans Saints. 

2003 — Steven Jackson ties a bowl 
game record with five touchdowns, and 
Oregon State’s defense overwhelms 
mistake-plagued New Mexico in a 55-14 
win at the Las Vegas Bowl. 

2006 - Colt Brennan sets the NCAA 
single-season record for touchdown 
passes at 58, throwing five in the second 
half to lead Hawaii to a 41-24 victory over 
Arizona State in the Hawaii Bowl. Bren¬ 
nan, 33-of-42 for 559 yards, breaks the 
previous mark of 54 set by Houston’s Da¬ 
vid Klingler in 1990. 

2011 — David Akers kicks his way into 
the NFL record book and the San Francis¬ 
co 49ers hold off Seattle for a 19-17 win. 
Akers makes four field goals to give him 
42 this season, breaking the NFL mark of 
40 set by Neil Rackers in 2005 with Ari- 

2014 — Western Kentucky holds on 
to defeat Central Michigan 49-48 in a 
wild inaugural Bahamas Bowl. Central 
Michigan trails 49-14 entering the fourth 
quarter before Cooper Rush engineers 
a comeback. He throws four touchdown 
passes in the final minutes, and the Chip- 
pewas get the ball back at their own 25 
with one second remaining. Rush com¬ 
pletes a pass to Jesse Kroll, and the ball 
is lateraled three times before Titus Da¬ 
vis dove into the pylon for a touchdown 
with no time remaining. CMU elects to 
go for two, only to have the pass drop 
incomplete. 

2016 — With a 41-3 rout of the New 
York Jets, Bill Belichick earns his 200th 
regular-season victory in New England, 
making him the fifth coach in NFL history 
to reach the milestone with one team. 

2016 — Cleveland survives a last-sec¬ 
ond field-goal attempt and gets its first 
victory after 14 losses by beating the San 
Diego Chargers 20-17. When San Diego’s 
Josh Lambo misses a 45-yard field-goal 
attempt as time expires, the Browns (1- 
14) gets their first win in 377 days. 


Golf 


PGA Tour schedule 

Oct. 4-7 — Safeway Open (Kevin 
Tway) 

Oct. 11-14 - CIMB Classic (Marc Leish- 
man) 

Oct. 18-21 - The CJ Cup (Brooks Ko- 

^Oct. 25-28 - WGC-HSBC Champions 
(Xander Schauffele) 

Oct. 25-28 — Sanderson Farms Cham¬ 
pionship (Cameron Champ) 

Nov. 1-4 — Shriners Hospitals for Chil¬ 
dren Open (Bryson DeChambeau) 

Nov. 8-11 — Mayakoba Golf Classic 
(Matt Kuchar) 

Nov. 15-18 - RSM Classic (Charles 
Howell III) 

x-Nov. 29-Dec. 2 — Hero World Chal¬ 
lenge (Jon Rahm) 

Jan. 3-6 — Sentry Tournament of 
Champions, Kapalua Resort (Plantation), 
Kapalua, Hawaii 

Jan. 10-13 — Sony Open, Waialae CC, 
Honolulu 

Jan. 17-20 — Desert Challenge, PGA 
West (Stadium Course, Nicklaus Tour¬ 
nament Course) and La Quinta CC, La 
Quinta, Calif. 

Jan. 24-27 — Farmers Insurance Open, 
Torrey Pines GC (North and South), San 

Jan. 31-Feb. 3 — Waste Management 
Phoenix Open, TPC Scottsdale, Scotts¬ 
dale, Ariz. 

Feb. 7-10 - AT&T Pebble Beach Pro- 
Am, Pebble Beach, Spyglass Hill, Mon¬ 
terey Peninsula (Shore Course), Pebble 
Beach, Calif. 

Feb. 14-17 — Genesis Open, Riviera CC, 
Los Angeles 

Feb. 21-24 — WGC-Mexico Champion¬ 
ship, Chapultepec GC, Mexico City 

Feb. 21-24 — Puerto Rico Open, Coco 
Beach Golf & CC, Rio Grande, Puerto 
Rico 

Feb. 28-March 3 — Honda Classic, PGA 
National (Champions), Palm Beach Gar¬ 
dens, Fla. 

March 7-10 — Arnold Palmer Invita¬ 
tional, Bay Hill Golf & Lodge, Orlando, 
Fla. 
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NHL 



Codie McLachlan, The Canadian Press/AP 

Lightning defenseman Anton Stralman celebrates a teammate's goal 
against the Oilers during the third period in Edmonton, Alberta. 


Kucherov's five points 
iead red-hot Lightning 


Associated Press 

EDMONTON, Alberta — The 
longest point streak in the NHL 
this season will extend through 
the holiday break. 

Nikita Kucherov had a goal and 
four assists, Steven Stamkos and 
Tyler Johnson each scored twice 
and the Tampa Bay Lightning 
stretched their run to 12 games 
with a 6-3 victory over the Ed¬ 
monton Oilers on Saturday night. 

“I’m just playing hockey and 
trying to enjoy the game, trying 
to make the right play every time 
and sometimes it doesn’t happen, 
sometimes it happens and today it 
happened,” Kucherov said. 

J.T. Miller also scored for the 
NHL-leading Lightning (28-7-2), 
who are 11-0-1 in their last 12 
games. 

“I think we played great,” de¬ 
fenseman Victor Hedman said. 
“Overall, it was a great perfor¬ 
mance by the guys and you can 
tell we really wanted to win this 
game and go into the break on a 
high note, and we’re feeling good 
about ourselves.” 

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, Alex 
Chiasson and Leon Draisaitl 
scored for the Oilers (18-15-3), 
who have dropped three straight. 
Connor McDavid had three 
assists. 

“Rather than relying on the 
same people every night to do ev¬ 
erything, I’m trying to get people 
connected,” Edmonton coach Ken 
Hitchcock said. “We’re going to 
have to figure out who’s helping 
and who’s hurting, for us to get to 
another level. 

“We can’t keep doing it the 
same way over and over. It’s not 
going to work.” 

Edmonton goalie Mikko Koski- 
nen lost for the first time on home 
ice this season, falling to 7-1-0. 


The Oilers got on the board 
first midway through the opening 
period on a give-and-go play from 
McDavid to Nugent-Hopkins, who 
sent his 12th goal past Tampa Bay 
goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

McDavid picked up his 200th 
career assist on the play, becom¬ 
ing the sixth player in NHL his¬ 
tory to reach the milestone before 
his 22nd birthday—joining a club 
that includes Wayne Gretzky, Sid¬ 
ney Crosby, Mario Lemieux, Dale 
Hawerchuk and Ron Francis. 

Tampa Bay tied it on a power 
play with three minutes left in the 
first when Stamkos fired a one- 
timer past Koskinen for his 19th 
of the season. 

Koskinen made a huge save on 
Kucherov’s breakaway early in 
the second. 

The Oilers pulled back in front 
on the power play three minutes 
into the middle period when Chi¬ 
asson tipped a point shot by Dar¬ 
nell Nurse. 

Kucherov got another clear 
breakaway with seven minutes 
left in the second and this time 
made no mistake in scoring his 
16th goal. 

The Lightning went up 3-2 a 
minute and a half later as Miller 
redirected a shot from in front of 
the net. 

Tampa Bay added to its lead 
four minutes into the second 
when Johnson pounced on a big 
rebound for his 15th. 

Edmonton got that one back 
quickly on a power play as Mc¬ 
David fed the puck to Draisaitl 
for his 17th of the season, but the 
Lightning put it away on Stam¬ 
kos’ second of the game with five 
minutes left and an empty-netter 
from Johnson. 

“We’re going to need a little 
better out of everyone,” Chiasson 
said. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 37 28 7 2 58 154 106 

Toronto 36 24 10 2 50 135 99 

Buffalo 37 21 11 5 47 111 105 

Boston 36 20 12 4 44 102 91 

Montreal 37 19 13 5 43 115 117 

Detroit 37 15 17 5 35 105 121 

Florida 34 14 14 6 34 109 122 

Ottawa 37 15 18 4 34 118 144 

Metropoiitan Division 
Washington 35 22 10 3 47 129 103 

Columbus 35 20 12 3 43 114 109 

Pittsburgh 36 18 12 6 42 119 110 

N.Y. Islanders 34 17 13 4 38 98 97 

N.Y. Rangers 34 15 14 5 35 100 112 

Carolina 34 14 15 5 33 85 100 

Philadelphia 34 14 16 4 32 101 123 

New Jersey 34 12 15 7 31 102 122 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Winnipeg 36 24 10 2 50 128 101 

Nashville 37 22 13 2 46 111 95 

Colorado 37 19 12 6 44 129 115 

Dallas 36 18 15 3 39 98 99 

Minnesota 35 17 15 3 37 103 99 

St. Louis 34 14 16 4 32 96 114 

Chicago 38 13 19 6 32 108 139 

Pacific Division 

Calgary 37 22 12 3 47 127 103 

San Jose 37 19 12 6 44 121 111 

Vegas 38 20 15 3 43 114 108 

Anaheim 38 19 14 5 43 95 109 

Edmonton 36 18 15 3 39 102 111 

Vancouver 39 17 18 4 38 117 125 

Arizona 35 15 18 2 32 89 98 

Los Angeles 36 13 20 3 29 82 109 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams In 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Friday's jgames 
Washington 2, Buffalo 1 
New Jersey 5, Ottawa 2 
Chicago 2, Colorado 1 

Saturday’s games 
Boston 5, Nashvifle 2 
Columbus 4, Philadelphia 3 
Florida 2, Detroit 1 
St. Louis 3, Calgary 1 
Montreal 4, Vegas 3, OT 
Los Angeles 3, San Jose 2, OT 
Arizona 6, Colorado 4 
Buffalo 3, Anaheim 0 
Washington 4, Ottawa 0 
Pittsburgh 3, Carolina 0 
Toronto 5, N.Y. Rangers 3 
Dallas 2, Minnesota 1, OT 
Winnipeg 1, Vancouver 0 
Tampa Bay 6, Edmonton 3 
Sunday’s games 
Columbus at New Jersey 
Boston at Carolina 
Florida at Chicago 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Rangers 
Detroit at Toronto 
N.Y. Islanders at Dallas 
Los Angeles at Vegas 
Arizona at San Jose 

Monday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Saturday 

Bruins 5, Predators 2 

Nashville 0 1 1-2 

Boston 1 0 4-5 

First Period— 1, Boston, Bergeron 10 
(Marchand, McAvoy), 15:10. 

Second Period— 2, Nashville, Johansen 
6 (Josi, Smith), 13:01. 

Third Period— 3, Boston, Bergeron 11 
(Pastrnak, Heinen), l:44(pp).4, Nashville, 
Turris 6 (Josi, Salomaki), 9:17. 5, Boston, 
Marchand 12 (Pastrnak, Bergeron), 11:23 
(pp). 6, Boston, Pastrnak 23 (Marchand), 
14:09. 7, Boston, Kuraly 2 (Halak, McA¬ 
voy), 18:01. 

Shots on Goal-Nashville 7-15-8-30. 
Boston 10-11-11-32. 

Power-play opportunities— N ashvi 11 e 
0 of 2; Boston 2 of 3. 

Goalies— Nashville, Rinne 14-8-1 (31 
shots-27 saves). Boston, Halak 12-5-2 
(30-28). 

A-17,565 (17,565). 

Penguins 3, Hurricanes 0 

Pittsburgh 1 2 0-3 

Carolina 0 0 0-0 

First Period— 1, Pittsburgh, Letang 8 
(Crosby, Rust), 8:41. 

Second Period— 2, Pittsburgh, Guent- 
zel 14 (Rust, Crosby), 3:00. 3, Pittsburgh, 
Guentzel 15 (Kessel, Crosby), 19:09. 

Shots on Goal-Pittsburgh 8-8-16-32. 
Carolina 11-8-20—39. 

Power-play opportunities— Pittsburgh 
0 of 2; Carolina 0 of 4. 

Goalies— Pittsburgh, Murray 7-5-1 (39 
shots-39 saves). Carolina, McElhinney 7- 
4-1 (32-29). 

A-16,264 (18,680). T-2:23. 

Stars 2 , Wiid 1 (OT) 

Dallas 0 0 11-2 

Minnesota 0 0 1 0-1 

Third Period— 1, Dallas, Benn 15 
(Radulov), 1:58. 2, Minnesota, Zucker 10 
(Granlund, Staal), 17:57. 

Overtime— 3, Dallas, Radulov 11 (Jan- 
mark, Klingberg), 4:50. 

Shots on Goal-Dallas 8-8-9-2-27. 
Minnesota 9-8-13-1-31. 

Power-play opportunities— Dallas 0 of 
4; Minnesota Oof 3. 

Goalies— Dallas, Bishop 12-9-1 (31 
shots-30 saves). Minnesota, Dubnyk 12- 
12-3 (27-25). 

A-19,074 (18,064). T-2:39. 


Jets 1, Canucks 0 

Winnipeg 0 0 1-1 

Vancouver 0 0 0-0 

Third Period— 1, Winnipeg, Scheifele 
22 (Byfuglien, Wheeler), 18:28. 

Shots on Goal-Winnipeg 10-7-7-24. 
Vancouver 12-17-11—40. 

Power-play opportunities— Winnipeg 
0 of 2; Vancouver 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Winnipeg, Brossoit 8-1-1 (40 
shots-40 saves). Vancouver, Markstrom 
14-10-3 (24-23). 

A-18,028 (18,910). T-2:22. 

Panthers 2 , Red Wings 1 

Florida 2 0 0-2 

Detroit 0 1 0-1 

First Period— 1, Florida, Hoffman 16 
(Barkov, Huberdeau), 3:09 (pp). 2, Florida, 
Dadonov 17 (Huberdeau, Barkov), 17:21. 

Second Period— 3, Detroit, Vanek 5, 
10:00. 

Shots on Goal-Florida 9-7-7-23. De¬ 
troit 10-8-16-34. 

Power-play opportunities— Florida 1 
of 2; Detroit 0 of 4. 

Goalies— Florida, Luongo 8-6-1 (34 
shots-33 saves). Detroit, Howard 10-8-4 
(23-21). 

A-19,515 (20,000). T-2:29. 

Maple Leafs 5, Rangers 3 

N.Y. Rangers 0 1 2-3 

Toronto 1 0 4-5 

First Period— 1, Toronto, Marleau 10 
(Rielly),2:58. 

Second Period— 2, N.Y. Rangers, Pionk 
5 (Vesey, Skj'ei), 15:00. 

Third Period— 3, Toronto, Johnsson 8 
(Marner, Tavares), 1:37. 4, Toronto, Ri- 
elly 12 (Gauthier, Johnsson), 5:26. 5, N.Y. 
Rangers, Hayes 10 (Pionk, Chytil), 6:34. 
6, Toronto, Marner 11 (Tavares, Johns¬ 
son), 12:53. 7, N.Y. Rangers, Kreider 16 
(Hayes, Staal), 16:19. 8, Toronto, Marner 
12, 19:40. 

Shots on Goal— N.Y. Rangers 10-10- 
8-28. Toronto 15-10-11-36. 

Power-play opportunities— N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 0 of 2; Toronto 0 of 2. 

Goalies— N.Y. Rangers, Georgiev 5-5-0 
(35 shots-31 saves). Toronto, Andersen 
20-9-1 (28-25). 

A-19,466 (18,819). T-2:20. 

Lightning 6, Oilers 3 

Tampa Bay 1 2 3-6 

Edmonton 1 1 1-3 

First Period— 1, Edmonton, Nugent- 

Hopkins 12 (McDavid, Puljujarvi), 10:15. 
2, Tampa Bay, Stamkos 19 (Kucherov, 
Hedman), 17:09 (pp). 

Second Period— 3, Edmonton, Chias¬ 
son 16 (McDavid, Nurse), 2:50 (pp). 4, 
Tampa Bay, Kucherov 16, 13:00. 5, Tampa 
Bay, Miller 7 (Killorn, Cernak), 14:32. 

Third Period— 6 , Tampa Bay, Johnson 
15 (Point, Kucherov), 4:17. 7, Edmonton, 
Draisaitl 17 (McDavid, Nugent-Hopkins), 
6:17 (pp). 8, Tampa Bay, Stamkos 20 
(Kucherov, Stralman), 15:03. 9, Tampa 
Bay, Johnson 16 (Kucherov, Point), 18:35. 

Shots on Goal— Tampa Bay 16-14-15— 
45. Edmonton 8-11-9-28. 

Power-play opportunities— Tampa 

Bay 1 of 2; Edmonton 2 of 3. 

Goalies— Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 12-3- 
2 (28 shots-25 saves). Edmonton, Koski¬ 
nen 11-5-1 (44-39). 

A-18,347 (18,641). T-2:38. 

Coyotes 6, Avalanche 4 

Colorado 1 0 3-4 

Arizona 2 2 2-6 

First Period— 1, Arizona, Panik 7 (Goli- 

goski, Stepan), 8:58. 2, Colorado, Kerfoot 
5 (Compher, Andrighetto), 18:13. 3, Ari¬ 
zona, Stepan 8 (Panik, Keller), 19:55. 

Second Period— 4, Arizona, Fischer 8 
(Schmaltz, Galchenyuk), 2:30. 5, Arizona, 
Garland 1 (Lyubushkin, Kempe), 8:28. 

Third Period— 6 , Colorado, Landeskog 
24 (Compher), 5:22 (pp). 7, Colorado, 
Kerfoot 6 (Rantanen, Nieto), 7:39.8, Colo¬ 
rado, MacKinnon 22 (Nieto, Johnson), 
11:51. 9, Arizona, Richardson 9 (Ekman- 
Larsson), 16:21. 10, Arizona, Richardson 
10 (Cousins, Hj’almarsson), 19:48. 

Shots on Goal-Colorado 11-7-10-28. 
Arizona 9-12-18-39. 

Power-play opportunities— Colorado 
1 of 4; Arizona 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Colorado, Francouz 0-1-0 (22 
shots-21 saves), Grubauer 8-3-3 (16-12). 
Arizona, Hill 6-3-0 (28-24). 

A-13,896 (17,125). T-2:34. 

Blue Jackets 4, Flyers 3 

Columbus 1 3 0-4 

Philadelphia 1 1 1-3 

First Period— 1, Columbus, Werenski 6 
(Dubois, Panarin), 15:05. 2, Philadelphia, 
Couturier 14 (Giroux), 19:37 (pp). 

Second Period— 3, Philadelphia, Va- 
rone 1 (Weise, van Riemsdyk), 7:40. 4, 
Columbus, Atkinson 21 (Murray, Dubois), 
9:30. 5, Columbus, Atkinson 22 (Panarin, 
Harrington), 13:23. 6, Columbus, Panarin 
10 (Dubois), 19:24. 

Third Period— 7, Philadelphia, van 
Riemsdyk 5 (Voracek, Simmonds), 18:50. 

Shots on Goal— Columbus 5-10-4—19. 
Philadelphia 7-15-15-37. 

Power-play opportunities— Columbus 
0 of 2; Philadelphia 1 of 4. 

Goalies— Columbus, Bobrovsky 15-10- 
1 (37 shots-34 saves). Philadelphia, Hart 
2-1-0 (19-15). 

A-19,311 (19,543). T-2:26. 


Capitals 4, Senators 0 

Washington 2 2 0-4 

Ottawa 0 0 0-0 

First Period— 1, Washington, Connolly 
8 (Eller, Siegenthaler), 1:32. 2, Washing¬ 
ton, Niskanen 5 (Backstrom, Ovechkin), 
17:56. 

Second Period— 3, Washington, Vrana 
11, 9:05. 4, Washington, Kempny 3 (Con¬ 
nolly), 13:44. 

Shots on Goal— Washington 14-10-9— 
33. Ottawa 13-12-10-35. 

Power-play opportunities— Washing¬ 
ton 0 of 3; Ottawa 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Washington, Copley 8-2-1 (35 
shots-35 saves). Ottawa, McKenna 1-3-1 
(33-29). 

A-15,605 (18,572). T-2:21. 

Sabres 3, Ducks 0 

Anaheim 0 0 0-0 

Buffalo 1 0 2-3 

First Period— 1, Buffalo, Dahlin 4 
(Eichel, Ristolainen), 16:51 (pp). 

Third Period-2, Buffalo, Skinner 26 
(Pilut, Reinhart), 11:12. 3, Buffalo, Sheary 

7 (Eichel, Reinhart), 18:02. 

Shots on Goal-Anaheim 15-10-15-40. 
Buffalo 15-15-3-33. 

Power-play opportunities— Anaheim 0 
of 3; Buffalo 1 of 4. 

Goalies— Anaheim, Gibson 15-11-4 (32 
shots-30 saves). Buffalo, Ullmark 8-1-3 
(40-40). 

A-19,070 (19,070). T-2:33. 

Canadiens 4, 

Golden Knights 3 

Montreal 111 1-4 

Vegas 1 2 0 0-3 

First Period— 1, Montreal, Danault 3 
(Tatar, Gallagher), 3:40. 2, Vegas, Pirri 2 
(Karlsson, Tuch), 16:24. 

Second Period— 3, Vegas, Marches- 
sault 13 (McNabb, Karlsson), 4:52. 4, 
Montreal, Danault 4 (Gallagher, Benn), 
8:10. 5, Vegas, Pirri 3 (McNabb), 13:59. 

Third Period— 6 , Montreal, Danault 5 
(Tatar, DomI), 18:35. 

Overtime— 7, Montreal, Byron 9 (Domi, 
Mete), 1:59. 

Shots on Goal-Montreal 17-14-15-1- 
47. Vegas 9-12-4-1-26. 

Power-play opportunities— Montreal 
0 of 2; Vegas 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Montreal, Price 15-10-4 (26 
shots-23 saves). Vegas, Fleury 20-10-3 
(47-43). 

A-18,173 (17,367). T-2:36. 

Kings 3, Sharks 2 (OT) 

Los Angeles 10 1 1-3 

San Jose 0 0 2 0-2 

First Period— 1, Los Angeles, Koval¬ 
chuk 6 (lafallo, Muzzin), 4:28 (pp). 

Third Period— 2, Los Angeles, lafallo 

8 (Thompson, Brown), 5:15. 3, San Jose, 
Radii 3 (E.Karlsson, Meier), 10:18. 4, San 
Jose, Pavelski 23 (Burns, E.Karlsson), 
19:29. 

Overtime— 5, Los Angeles, Kovalchuk 
7, 2:29. 

Shots on Goal— Los Angeles 15-6-7- 
3-31. San Jose 8-13-10-31. 

Power-play opportunities— Los Ange¬ 
les 1 of 1; San Jose 0 of 1. 

Goalies— Los Angeles, Quick 4-8-2 (31 
shots-29 saves). San Jose, Jones 14-8-4 
(31-28). 

A-17,562 (17,562). T-2:35. 

Blues 3, Flames 1 

St. Louis 2 0 1-3 

Calgary 1 0 0-1 

First Period— 1, St. Louis, Perron 12 
(Bouwmeester), 4:06.2, St. Louis, Bozak 5 
(Maroon, Perron), 11:43 (pp). 3, Calgary, 
Tkachuk 16 (Lindholm, Gaudreau), 16:49 
(pp). 

Third Period— 4, St. Louis, Sundqvist 6 
(Barbashev, Dunn), 1:56. 

Shots on Goal-St. Louis 12-5-10-27. 
Calgary 9-13-7-29. 

Power-play opportunities— St. Louis 1 
of 2; Calgary 1 of 4. 

Goalies— St. Louis, Allen 12-10-4 (29 
shots-28 saves). Calgary, Smith 11-8-1 
(27-24). 

A-18,683 (19,289). T-2:23. 

Scoring leaders 

Through Saturday 

GP G A PTS 

Mikko Rantanen, COL 37 16 43 59 

Nikita Kucherov, TB 37 16 41 57 

N. MacKinnon, COL 37 22 34 56 

Connor McDavid, EDM 35 19 33 52 

Mitchell Marner, TOR 36 12 38 50 

Mark Scheifele, WPG 36 22 27 49 

Johnny Gaudreau, CGY 37 16 32 48 

Jack Eichel, BUF 37 14 34 48 

Blake Wheeler, WPG 36 5 43 48 

David Pastrnak, BOS 36 23 24 47 

Brayden Point, TB 37 21 26 47 

Alex Ovechkin, WAS 35 29 15 44 

G. Landeskog, COL 37 24 19 43 

Patrick Kane, CHI 37 17 26 43 

Leon Draisaitl, EDM 36 17 26 43 

Calendar 

Jan. 1 — Winter Classic, Boston at Chi¬ 
cago, Notre Dame Stadium, South Bend, 

Jan. 25 — All-Star Skills Competition, 


Feb. 23 — Stadium Series, Pittsburgh 
it Philadelphia, Lincoln Financial Field. 
April 6 — Last day of regular season. 
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NHL ROUNDUP 


Danault's hat trick leads Canadiens to OT win 



Joe Buglewicz/AP 


Montreal wing Paul Byron (41), who scored the winning goal in overtime Saturday, moves past against Vegas center Cody Eakin. 


Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Phillip Danault complet¬ 
ed a hat trick late in the third period, Paul 
Byron scored in overtime and the Montreal 
Canadiens beat the Vegas Golden Knights 
4-3 on Saturday. 

Danault entered the game with two goals 
this season. His third score of the game 
came with 1:25 left in the third period, set¬ 
ting up Byron’s backhand goal 1:59 into 
OT. 

Carey Price made 23 saves, and the Ca¬ 
nadiens swept the season series against 
Vegas. 

Brandon Pirri scored twice and Jona¬ 
than Marchessault also scored for Vegas. 
William Karlsson, who leads Vegas with 

29 points, had two assists. Marc-Andre 
Fleury, one win shy of his 50th as a Golden 
Knight, made 43 saves. 

Pirri has three goals in two games since 
being recalled from the American Hockey 
League’s Chicago Wolves on Dec. 19. 

Blues 3, Flames 1: David Perron had a 
goal and an assist and Jake Allen made 28 
saves to lead St. Louis at Calgary 

Perron has nine goals and 11 assists in 
16 games against the Flames since the 
start of the 2014-15 season. 

Tyler Bozak and Oskar Sundqvist also 
scored to help the Blues finish 2-1-0 on 
their trip through Western Canada. 

Matthew Tkachuk scored his 16th goal 
for Calgary. The Flames have lost three 
straight. Calgary lost for the first time in 
regulation at home since Nov. 15, ending a 
7-0-2 string. 

Kings 3, Sharks 2 (OT): Ilya Kovalchuk 
scored in overtime in his return from an 
ankle injury and lifted Los Angeles at San 
Jose. 

Kovalchuk also scored in the first pe¬ 
riod, and Alex lafallo had a goal and an as¬ 
sist. Kovalchuk had missed 10 games after 
having an ankle bursectomy. 

Kovalchuk hadn’t recorded a point in his 
previous 11 games before the procedure. 
Jonathan Quick made 29 saves. 

Joe Pavelski scored a tying goal with 

30 seconds left in the third period. Martin 
Jones stopped 28 shots for the Sharks, and 
Lukas Radii also scored. 

Panthers 2, Red Wings 1: Roberto Lu- 
ongo made 33 saves and Florida won at 
Detroit. 

Mike Hoffman and Evgeni Dadonov 
scored for the Panthers. Florida leading 
scorer Jonathan Huberdeau and captain 
Aleksander Barkov each had two assists. 
Barkov has seven points (four goals, three 
assists) in his last four games. 

Blue Jackets 4, Flyers 3: Cam Atkinson 
scored two goals and Artemi Panarin had 
a goal and two assists as Columbus won at 
Philadelphia to run its winning streak to 
three games. 


Zach Werenski also scored and Pierre- 
Luc Dubois added three assists for the 
Blue Jackets. 

James van Riemsdyk had a goal and an 
assist and Sean Couturier and Phil Varone 
netted goals for the Flyers, who lost their 
first game since interim coach Scott Gor¬ 
don replaced the fired Dave Hakstol and 
20-year-old Carter Hart took over the goal¬ 
tending duties. 

Bruins 5, Predators 2: Patrice Bergeron 
returned to the lineup after missing 16 
games and scored two goals, reaching 300 
for his career in leading host Boston. 

Bergeron set up Brad Marchand’s tie¬ 
breaking score as the Bruins won for the 
sixth time in eight games. 

David Pastmak had his team-leading 
23rd goal and added two assists. Marchand 
had two assists and defenseman Charlie 
McAvoy set up Bergeron’s first goal. 

Jaroslav Halak stopped 28 shots in his 
third start for Boston and assisted on Sean 
Kuraly’s empty-netter. 

Ryan Johansen and Kyle Turris scored 
for Nashville. 

Penguins 3, Hurricanes 0: Sidney 
Crosby set up three goals and Matt Mur¬ 


ray made 38 saves as Pittsburgh won at 
Carolina. 

Jake Guentzel scored twice and Kris 
Letang added a goal for the Penguins, who 
won for the fifth time in six games. It was 
Murray’s second shutout in 14 starts this 
season. 

Sabres 3, Ducks 0: Linus Ullmark 
made 36 saves and Buffalo got goals from 
Rasmus Dahlin and Jeff Skinner in beat¬ 
ing visiting Anaheim. 

Jack Eichel and Sam Reinhart each 
had two assists and Connor Sheary added 
an empty-net goal as the Sabres snapped 
a two-game skid in the second game of a 
back-to-back. 

Coyotes 6, Avalanche 4: Brad Richard¬ 
son scored twice in the final 3:39 to lead 
host Arizona past Colorado. 

Derek Stepan, Christian Fischer and 
Richard Panik scored for the Coyotes, and 
Conor Garland added his first career NHL 
goal. Alexander Kerfoot scored twice, and 
Gabriel Landeskog, and Nathan MacKin¬ 
non added goals for the Avalanche. 

Maple Leafs 5, Rangers 3: Mitch Mam- 
er scored twice during a wild third period 
and Toronto beat visiting New York. 


The teams combined for six goals in the 
final period, including Marner’s empty-net 
goal with 20 seconds left after Chris Kre- 
ider cut the margin to 4-3. 

Capitals 4, Senators 0: Pheonix Copley 
made 35 saves for his first career shutout 
for Washington, which won at Ottawa. 

Brett Connolly, Matt Niskanen, Jakub 
Vrana and Michal Kempny scored for the 
Capitals (22-10-3). Washington is 7-1-0 in 
its past eight games and has scored at least 
four goals in 10 of its past 13. 

Stars 2, Wild 1 (Oil: Alexander Radulov 
scored with 10 seconds on the clock in over¬ 
time to give Dallas a win at Minnesota. 

Ben Bishop made 30 saves for the Stars, 
and Jamie Benn finally beat Wild goalten- 
der Devan Dubnyk 1:58 into the third peri¬ 
od for his eighth goal in the past 14 games. 

Jets 1, Canucks 0: Mark Scheifele 
scored with 1:32 left in the third period 
and Laurent Brossoit made 40 saves for his 
first shutout for visiting Winnipeg. 

Scheifele scored his 22nd of the season 
from the left face-off dot on a give-and-go 
play with defenseman Dustin Byfuglien. 

Brossoit’s shutout is his first in 38 NHL 
games. 
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Scoreboard 


Wizards down Suns in triple-OT 

With Wall out, Beal puts up his first career triple-double in victory 



Washington center Thomas Bryant drives past Phoenix center 
DeAndre Ayton, right. Bryant had a career-high 31 points, going 
14-for-14 as the Wizards defeated the Suns 146-144 in triple 
overtime on Saturday in Washington. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Bradley 
Beal had 40 points and his first 
career triple-double to lift the 
Washington Wizards over the 
Phoenix Suns 149-146 in triple¬ 
overtime Saturday night. 

With All-Star point guard John 
Wall sidelined due to illness, Beal 
scored 10 points in the third over¬ 
time, including a slicing layup that 
made it 146-144 with 40 seconds 
to play. He also had a career-high 
15 assists and 11 rebounds. 

Thomas Bryant added a ca¬ 
reer-high 31 points, hit all 14 of 
his shots and made all three of his 
free throws. At one point, Bryant 
scored 16 of 18 points for Wash¬ 
ington across a stretch of the first 
and second overtime. He also had 
13 rebounds. 

Devin Booker had 33 points 
and 14 assists for the Suns, who 
ended their four-game winning 
streak after giving back a seven- 
point lead late in the fourth quar¬ 
ter. Deandre Ayton had 26 points 
and 17 rebounds for his fifth con¬ 
secutive double-double, but fouled 
out midway through the second 
overtime. 

76ers 126, Raptors 101: Joel 
Embiid had 27 points and 11 re¬ 
bounds, Ben Simmons added 26 
points, 12 rebounds and eight as¬ 
sists and host Philadelphia routed 
short-handed Toronto. 

JJ Redick added 22 points for 
the 76ers, who pulled within 2 V 2 
games of first-place Toronto in 
the Atlantic Division. 

Pascal Siakam scored 26 points 
and Kyle Lowry added 20 for the 
Raptors, who slipped to 25-10. To¬ 
ronto played without two-time de¬ 
fensive player of the year Kawhi 
Leonard, as well as Serge Ibaka 
and Jonas Valanciunas. 

Leonard was held out of the 
lineup to rest on the second game 
of a back-to-back after scoring 
a season-high 37 points in the 
Raptors’ 126-110 home win over 
Cleveland on Friday night. To¬ 
ronto coach Nick Nurse said prior 
to Saturday’s contest that Leon¬ 
ard may be available for the sec¬ 
ond game of a back-to-back going 
forward. 

Clippers 132, Nuggets 111: 

Danilo Gallinari and Tobias Har¬ 
ris each scored 21 points, Mon- 
trezl Harrell added 20 as Los 
Angeles dealt visiting Denver its 
worst loss of the season. 

The Nuggets (21-10) had not 
lost by more than 10 points and 
had won four straight. 

Nikola Jokic led Denver with 19 
points in 20 minutes before being 
ejected. Jamal Murray added 18 
points and Monte Morris 15. 

The Clippers outscored the 
Nuggets in the paint 80-50. 

Thunder 107, Jazz 106: Paul 
George had 43 points and 14 re¬ 
bounds to help Oklahoma City 
win at Utah. 

Jerami Grant and teven Adams 
each scored 15 as the Thunder 
(21-10) won their fourth straight 
game and tied Denver for the best 


record in the Western Confer¬ 
ence. Russell Westbrook had eight 
points on 3-for-17 shooting with 
12 rebounds and nine assists. 

Rudy Gobert had 20 points and 
10 rebounds for the Jazz (16-18). 
Donovan Mitchell scored 20. 

Heat 94, Bucks 87: Josh Rich¬ 
ardson scored 16 points, Dwyane 
Wade had a pair of big baskets in 
the final minutes and host Miami 
held Giannis Antetokounmpo to a 
season-low scoring effort. 

Wade finished with 13 points for 
the Heat, which extended its sea¬ 
son-high winning streak to four 
games. Hassan Whiteside had 11 
points and 13 rebounds, and Kelly 
Olynyk and James Johnson each 
scored 11 points for the Heat. 

Antetokounmpo was held to 
a season-low nine points — his 
previous was 12 — on 3-for-12 
shooting, though he did have 13 
rebounds. Khris Middleton scored 
18 points and Eric Bledsoe added 
17 for the Bucks, who shot 37 per¬ 
cent — and 9-for-43 from three- 
point range. It was the sixth-worst 
three-point percentage in NBA 
history for a team taking at least 
40 shots from beyond the arc. 

Rockets 108, Spurs 101: 
James Harden had 39 points and 
10 assists to lead Houston past 


visiting San Antonio. 

Clint Capela had 21 points and 
a season-high 23 rebounds, and 
Eric Gordon had 18 points on 4- 
for-12 shooting from three-point 
range. 

DeMar DeRozan led the Spurs 
with 28 points and eight assists. 
LaMarcus Aldridge scored 18 
points, and Rudy Gay added 13. 

The Rockets were playing 
without point guard Chris Paul, 
who suffered a Grade-2 left ham¬ 
string strain on Thursday night in 
Miami and is expected to be out at 
least two-to-four weeks. 

Warriors 120, Mavericks 116: 
Kevin Durant had 29 points with a 
key three-pointer with 15 seconds 
left, and added 12 rebounds and 
eight assists, as host Golden State 
held off a fourth-quarter rally. 

Stephen Curry contributed 22 
points, five rebounds and five as¬ 
sists and Jonas Jerebko provided 
a nice boost with a season-high 23 
points on lO-for-12 shooting with 
six rebounds in 21 minutes off the 
bench. The made field goals also 
were his most this season. 

Mavericks rookie sensation 
Luka Doncic went 5-for-ll with 
three three-pointers in the first 
half for 14 of his 19 points. 
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Atlantic Division 
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10 .714 

12 .647 

13 .581 
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Western Conference 


Southwest Division 


Houston 
San Antonio 
Memphis 
Daiias 

NewOrieans 


15 .531 

16 .529 
16 .500 
16 .484 
18 .455 


Denver 
OkiahomaCity 
Portiand 
Utah 

Minnesota 

Goiden State 
L.A. Lakers 
L.A. Ciippers 
Sacramento 
Phoenix 


Northwest Division 


18 14 .563 3'/2 


Pacific Division 


17 


11 .667 
13 .594 
13 .594 
15 .531 


Saturday’s games 
L.A. Ciippers 132, Denver 111 
Washington 149, Phoenix 146 
Phiiadeiphia 126, Toronto 101 
Houston 108, San Antonio 101 
Miami 94, Miiwaukee 87 
Goiden State 120, Daiias 116 
Okiahoma City 107, Utah 106 
Sunday’s games 
Atianta at Detroit 
Washington at indiana 
Chariotte at Boston 
Chicago at Cieveiand 
Miami at Oriando 
New Orieans at Sacramento 
Phoenix at Brookiyn 
Minnesota at Okiahoma City 
L.A. Ciippers at Goiden State 
Daiias at Portiand 
Memphis at L.A. Lakers 


Saturday 

76ers 126, Raptors 101 

TORONTO - Anunoby 2-4 0-0 5, 
Siakam 11-21 4-4 26, Monroe 3-7 0-0 6, 
Lowry 6-16 6-6 20, Green 3-12 2-2 9, Miies 

1-4 0-0 3, Poweii 4-8 3-3 13, Boucher 0-1 
0-0 0, Wright 1-5 2-4 4, VanVieet 5-14 0-0 
12, Brown 0-2 0-0 0, Richardson 1-1 0-0 3. 
Totais 37-95 17-19 101. 

PHILADELPHIA - Butier 4-10 4-4 12, 
Muscaia 1-3 1-2 4, Embiid 10-15 7-9 27, 
Simmons 11-13 4-6 26, Redick 7-12 4-6 
22, Boiden 1-3 2-2 4, Johnson 0-1 1-2 1, 
Shamet 1-5 1-1 3, McConneii 3-11 0-0 6, 
Jackson 0-1 0-0 0, Korkmaz 6-9 2-3 16, Mii- 
ton 2-2 0-0 5. Totais 46-85 26-35 126. 
Toronto 30 29 20 22-101 

Philadelphia 29 36 26 35-126 

Three-Point Goais—Toronto 10-40 
(Powell 2-4, VanVieet 2-6, Lowry 2-9, Rich¬ 
ardson 1-1, Anunoby 1-2, Miies 1-4, Green 

1-5, Wright 0-1, Brown 0-1, Boucher 0-1, 
Siakam 0-6), Philadelphia 8-24 (Redick 
4-5, Korkmaz 2-5, Milton 1-1, Muscaia 
1-3, Bolden 0-1, Johnson 0-1, McCon¬ 
nell 0-2, Butler 0-2, Shamet 0-4). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Toronto 41 (Mon¬ 
roe 8), Philadelphia 53 (Simmons 12). As¬ 
sists—Toronto 17 (Lowry 5), Philadelphia 
33 (Simmons 8). Total Fouls—Toronto 
24, Philadelphia 21. Technicals—Toronto 
coach Raptors (Defensive three second) 
2, Toronto coach Nick Nurse, Butier, Em¬ 
biid, Simmons. A-20,691 (20,478). 


Clippers 132, Nuggets 111 

DENVER — Hernangomez 3-8 1-3 8, 
Jokic 7-15 3-3 19, Plumlee 3-8 2-4 8, Mur¬ 
ray 6-16 5-5 18, Craig 2-5 2-2 6, Lyles 5-8 

2-3 13, Lydon 0-0 0-0 0, Welsh 3-7 0-0 8, 
Goodwin 1-3 2-2 5, Morris 6-9 2-2 15, 
Young 0-4 0-0 0, Beasley 5-14 1-1 11. To¬ 
tals 41-97 20-25 111. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - T.Harris 7-15 4-4 21, 
Gallinari 7-11 4-4 21, Gortat 2-5 0-0 4, 
Gilgeous-Alexander 6-10 2-2 14, Bradley 
4-6 0-0 9, Scott 4-7 0-0 9, Harrell 9-11 2-3 
20, Marjanovic 3-6 0-0 6, Beverley 4-6 2- 
2 12, Williams 2-5 2-2 6, Wailace 4-9 0-0 
8, Thornweil 1-1 0-0 2. Totais 53-92 16-17 
132. 

Denver 26 33 27 25-111 

L.A. Clippers 34 34 35 29-132 

Three-Point Goals—Denver 9-31 (Jokic 

2- 2, Welsh 2-5, Goodwin 1-1, Lyles 1-3, 
Morris 1-3, Hernangomez 1-4, Murray 
1-6, Craig 0-1, Young 0-3, Beasley 0-3), 
L.A. Clippers 10-20 (Galiinari 3-5, T.Harris 

3- 5, Beverley 2-4, Bradley 1-1, Scott 1-3, 
Williams 0-1, Waliace 0-1). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Denver 37 (Plumlee 
9), LA. Clippers 56 (Gortat 11). Assists- 
Denver 21 (Morris 5), L.A. Clippers 28 
(Williams 7). Totai Fouls-Denver 16, L.A. 
Ciippers 23. Technicais—Jokic 2, Harreli. 
Ejected-Jokic. A-16,571 (18,997). 


Thunder 107, Jazz 106 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 15-25 8-10 
43, Grant 6-11 2-4 15, Adams 7-12 1-4 15, 
Westbrook 3-17 2-2 8, Ferguson 1-2 0-0 2, 
Noel 0-0 1-2 1, Patterson 1-2 0-0 2, Schro¬ 
der 5-12 0-0 11, Abrines 2-4 0-0 6, Diallo 
2-4 0-0 4. Totals 42-89 14-22 107. 

UTAH - Ingles 5-12 0-0 13, Favors 7-15 
1-2 16, Gobert 8-15 4-6 20, Rubio 5-11 0- 
0 12, Mitchell 7-17 4-6 20, Sefolosha 3-3 
0-0 9, O’Neale 0-3 0-0 0, Crowder 4-7 0-2 
8, Exum 1-5 2-2 4, Korver 2-5 0-0 4. Totals 
42-93 11-18 106. 

OkiahomaCity 26 32 35 14-107 

Utah 32 29 20 25-106 

Three-Point Goais—Okiahoma City 9- 
25 (George 5-10, Abrines 2-4, Schroder 

1- 3, Grant 1-3, Patterson 0-1, Westbrook 
0-4), Utah 11-34 (Sefolosha 3-3, Ingles 3-8, 
Rubio 2-4, Mitcheli 2-8, Favors 1-1, Exum 
0-2, O’Neaie 0-2, Korver 0-3, Crowder 0-3). 
Fouled Out—Westbrook. Rebounds—Okla¬ 
homa City 51 (George 14), Utah 44 (Gobert 
10).Assists—OkiahomaCity 19 (Westbrook 
9), Utah 35 (Rubio 14). Total Fouls-Okla- 
homa City 21, Utah 19. A-18,306 (18,306). 

Rockets 108, Spurs 101 

SAN ANTONIO - White 2-6 0-0 5, Gay 4- 
9 3-4 13, Aldridge 9-18 0-0 18, Forbes 5-10 
0-0 12, DeRozan 12-24 4-5 28, Bertans 4-7 
0-0 11, PoeitI 3-3 0-2 6, Milis 2-5 0-0 5, Beli- 
neili 1-6 0-0 3. Totals 42-88 7-11 101. 
HOUSTON - House Jr. 2-4 0-0 4, Tucker 

2- 5 0-0 6, Capela 8-11 5-8 21, Harden 12-34 

8- 9 39, Gordon 7-20 0-0 18, Clark 1-1 0-0 3, 
Nene 0-2 2-4 2, Knight 0-4 0-0 0, Green 5- 
14 0-0 15. Totais 37-95 15-21 108. 

San Antonio 26 17 26 32-101 

Houston 28 13 43 24-108 

Three-Point Goais—San Antonio 10-24 
(Bertans 3-5, Gay 2-4, Forbes 2-5, White 
1-2, Mills 1-4, Belinelli 1-4), Houston 19- 
54 (Harden 7-19, Green 5-13, Gordon 4-12, 
Tucker 2-3, Clark 1-1, House Jr. 0-2, Knight 
0-4). Fouied Out—None. Rebounds—San 
Antonio 43 (Gay 8), Houston 58 (Capeia 
23). Assists—San Antonio 24 (DeRozan 8), 
Houston 22 (Harden 10). Totai Fouis—San 
Antonio 17, Houston 18. A-18,055 (18,500). 

Warriors 120, Mavericks 116 

DALLAS - Matthews 9-15 0-0 25, 
Barnes 6-16 5-5 17, Jordan 4-8 4-10 12, 
Doncic 7-15 2-4 19, Brunson 4-10 0-0 10, 
Finney-Smith 3-7 4-5 10, Kieber 2-3 1-2 5, 
Nowitzki 1-4 1-1 3, Barea 4-10 1-111, Har¬ 
ris 2-4 0-0 4. Totais 42-92 18-28 116. 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 9-18 8-8 29, 
Green 6-11 0-0 14, Looney 3-5 0-0 6, Curry 
7-22 2-3 22, Thompson 6-15 2-2 14, McKin- 
nie 0-0 2-2 2, Bell 0-2 0-0 0, Jerebko 10-12 

1- 1 23, Livingston 2-5 0-0 4, Iguodaia 2-8 
0-0 6. Totals 45-98 15-16 120. 

Dallas 31 30 26 29-116 

Golden State 28 30 36 26-120 

Three-Point Goals-Dalias 14-39 (Mat¬ 
thews 7-11, Doncic 3-6, Brunson 2-3, Barea 

2- 6, Kieber 0-1, Nowitzki 0-1, Finney-Smith 
0-2, Harris 0-2, Barnes 0-7), Goiden State 
15-43 (Curry 6-17, Durant 3-5, Jerebko 2-4, 
Green 2-4, Iguodaia 2-8, Thompson 0-5). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Dallas 
46 (Jordan 23), Golden State 54 (Durant 
12). Assists—Dallas 28 (Barea 6), Golden 
State 34 (Durant 8). Total Fouls—Dallas 
14, Golden State 23. Technicals—Jordan, 
Thompson. A-19,596 (19,596). 

Wizards 149, Suns 106 (SOT) 

PHOENIX - Bridges 2-4 0-0 5, Warren 

9- 18 7-12 28, Ayton 11-18 4-5 26, Meiton 

4-5 0-0 10, Booker 12-28 7-8 33, Jackson 

1- 8 0-0 2, Oubre Jr. 6-14 5-6 20, Holmes 6-8 
0-0 12, Crawford 4-12 2-2 10. Totals 55-115 
25-33 146. 

WASHINGTON - Ariza 5-18 3-4 14, 
Green 4-8 10-10 20, Bryant 14-14 3-3 31, 
Satoransky 6-12 3-4 17, Beal 17-33 2-2 40, 
Dekker 2-3 0-0 4, Morris 8-18 0-0 20, Baker 
0-0 0-0 0, Randle 0-5 3-4 3. Totals 56-111 
24-27 149. 

Phoenix 29 26 24 30 13 10 14-146 

Washington 33 22 28 26 13 10 17-149 

Three-Point Goals—Phoenix 11-35 (War¬ 
ren 3-6, Oubre Jr. 3-8, Meiton 2-2, Booker 

2- 12, Bridges 1-2, Jackson 0-2, Crawford 
0-3), Washington 13-36 (Morris 4-7, Beal 
4-12, Green 2-4, Satoransky 2-4, Ariza 1-7, 
Randie 0-2). Fouled Out—Morris, Ayton. 
Rebounds—Phoenix 50 (Ayton 17), Wash¬ 
ington 53 (Bryant 13). Assists—Phoenix 
30 (Booker 14), Washington 40 (Beai 15). 


Heat 94, Bucks 87 

MILWAUKEE - Middieton 7-18 2-2 18, 
Antetokounmpo 3-12 3-4 9, Lopez 4-11 0- 
1 9, Biedsoe 4-12 9-11 17, Snell 3-8 0-0 9, 
Wilson 2-6 0-0 5, Maker 0-1 1-2 1, Hill 4-6 

1- 2 10, Connaughton 0-2 0-0 0, Brown 4-7 
0-0 9. Totals 31-83 16-22 87. 

MIAMI - McGruder3-7 0-08, J.Johnson 

5-9 0-0 11, Whiteside 5-17 1-4 11, Winsiow 

3-8 0-0 8, Richardson 5-11 4-5 16, Jones Jr. 

2- 5 1-3 5, Oiynyk 4-12 1-1 11, Adebayo 2-5 
0-0 4, T.Johnson 1-6 4-4 7, Wade 4-9 5-6 13. 
Totals 34-89 16-23 94. 

Milwaukee 8 30 20 29-87 

Miami 21 16 35 22-94 

Three-Point Goais—Milwaukee 9-43 
(Snell 3-8, Middleton 2-11, Hill 1-2, Wil¬ 
son 1-3, Brown 1-3, Lopez 1-7, Maker 0-1, 
Antetokounmpo 0-2, Connaughton 0-2, 
Bledsoe 0-4), Miami 10-32 (McGruder 2- 
3, Richardson 2-5, Winsiow 2-6, Oiynyk 
2-9, T.Johnson 1-3, J.Johnson 1-4, Jones 
Jr. 0-1, Wade 0-1). Fouied Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Milwaukee 48 (Antetokounmpo 
13), Miami 56 (Whiteside 13). Assists- 
Milwaukee 20 (Biedsoe 6), Miami 22 
(Winsiow 5). Total Fouls—Milwaukee 19, 
Miami 18. A-19,600 (19,600). 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


No. 18 Sun Devils shock No. 1 Jayhawks 



Rick Scuteri/AP 

Arizona State forward Zylan Cheatham drives past Kansas guard KJ. 
Lawson in the Sun Devils’ 80-76 victory Saturday. 


Top 25 roundup 


No. 19 Wildcats 
stop No. 9 Heels 


Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Keldon John¬ 
son scored 21 points, Reid Tra¬ 
vis added 20, and Kentucky beat 
North Carolina 80-72 Saturday 
in a matchup between two of 
college basketball’s winningest 
programs. 

Johnson scored 16 in the sec¬ 
ond half, helping the Wildcats 
(9-2) hold off the Tar Heels (8-3) 
in their first meeting since the 
2017 NCAA South Regional final. 
Kentucky won its second in a row 
since an overtime loss to Seton 
Hall at Madison Square Garden.. 

No. 3 Tennessee 83, Wake 
Forest 64: Grant Williams had 
22 points and 10 rebounds as 
the host Volunteers trounced the 
Demon Deacons for the Vols’ 
sixth consecutive victory. 

Kyle Alexander scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 19 points and had eight 
rebounds to help Tennessee (10-1) 
extend its home winning streak to 

15 games. The Volunteers haven’t 
lost at Thompson-Boling Arena 
since last season, falling 94-84 to 
Auburn on Jan. 2. 

No. 4 Michigan 71, Air Force 
50: Iggy Brazdeikis scored 19 
points and Charles Matthews 
added 17 to lead the Wolverines. 

Michigan (12-0) went on a 19- 
3 run in the first half and never 
looked back. 

Jordan Poole and Isaiah Livers 
scored 11 points each for the Wol¬ 
verines. Lavelle Scottie led the 
Falcons (4-7) with 16. 

No. 5 Virginia 72, William 
& Mary 40: De’Andre Hunter 
scored 18 points, Kyle Guy had 

16 and the host Cavaliers pulled 
away after halftime. 

The Tribe (4-8) used a 14-3 run 
spanning halftime to trim a 17- 


point deficit to 34-28 early in the 
second half, but Mamadi Diakite’s 
basket sparked a 17-2 run that 
put Virginia (11-0) in command 
again. Guy had nine points in the 
run, including the last six. 

No. 6 Nevada 68, Akron 62: 
Caleb Martin and Jordan Caro¬ 
line scored 19 points apiece, and 
Martin hit a three-pointer with 45 
seconds left to help the Wol Pack 
fend off the visiting Zips. 

Martin’s big shot helped bail 
out Nevada (12-0) after another 
poor performance from beyond 
the arc. Nevada missed its first 
nine three-point attempts, cap¬ 
ping a 19-for-88 stretch going 
back three games. 

Jimond Ivey scored 15 points 
and Daniel Utomi added 14 for 
Akron (7-5). 

No. 7 Auburn 93, Murray 
State 88: Samir Doughty scored 
20 points, Austin Wiley had 17 
points and 10 rebounds and the 
host Tigers held off the Racers. 

Doughty and Wiley were two 
of five players to score in double 
figures for Auburn (10-2). Chuma 
Okeke had 17 points. Harper fin¬ 
ished with 12 and Bryce Brown 
added 11. 

No. 11 Florida State 81, Saint 
Louis 59: David Nichols scored 
a season-high 19 points off the 
bench and the Seminoles shot a 
season-best 55 percent to beat the 
Billikens in the one-day Orange 
Bowl Classic in Sunrise, Fla. 

Saint Louis shot only 30 per¬ 
cent — its season low, and the 
best effort yet for Florida State’s 
defense. The Seminoles (11-1) 
won their sixth game in a row and 
matched the best 12-game record 
in school history. 

No. 15 Ohio State 80, UCLA 


By John Marshall 

Associated Press 

TEMPE, Ariz. — Zylan Cheatham bounded down 
the hallway inside Wells Fargo Arena, half skipping, 
half jumping as he high-fived family, friends, any¬ 
one he could reach. 

“Let’s go! Let’s go! Let’s gooooo!” the Arizona 
State forward shouted. 

Let it be heard: the Sun Devils have arrived. 

Poised down the stretch after trailing most of the 
night. No. 18 Arizona State pulled off one of the big¬ 
gest victories in school history by knocking off No. 1 
Kansas 80-76 on Saturday. 

“This was a huge moment for our basketball pro¬ 
gram,” Arizona State coach Bobby Hurley said. 

It wasn’t easy. 

Arizona State (9-2) had a hard time stopping Kan¬ 
sas preseason All-American Dedric Lawson inside, 
blew numerous shots at the rim and had a rough 
night at the free throw line. 

Trailing by up to nine points, the Sun Devils 
rallied by double-teaming Lawson, digging in on 
defense and making the biggest plays down the 
stretch to beat a No. 1 team for the second time as 


a program. 

As it did in beating Kansas a year ago in Law¬ 
rence, Arizona State rallied late, using a 10-0 run to 
go up 76-74 with 90 seconds left. 

Kansas (10-1) turned it over twice in its final 
three possessions and Rob Edwards, who scored 15 
points, and hit two free throws with 6.1 seconds left 
to start the celebration. Students poured out of the 
stands to join the players a center court, leaving se¬ 
curity no chance of stopping the party. 

“Those are the moments we live for,” said Arizona 
State’s Remy Martin, who had 10 points and a big 
pull-up jumper with 58 seconds left. 

Kansas led nearly the entire game and had plenty 
of chances down the stretch to win its first true road 
game of the season, even with big man Udoka Azu- 
buike missing his fourth straight game due to an 
ankle injury. 

The Jayhawks were unable to come up with the 
defensive stops during Arizona State’s run and 
couldn’t get off a tying shot down two in the closing 
seconds, finding themselves at the center of a Sun 
Devil celebration — and likely out of the No. 1 spot 
in the AP Top 25. 



Nam Y. Huh/AP 


Kentucky guard Keldon Johnson, right, drives against North Carolina forward Luke Maye. Johnson led 
the Wildcats with 21 points in an 80-72 win Saturday. 


66 : C.J. Jackson scored 20 of his 
22 points in the second half, and 
the Buckeyes handed the Bruins 
their third consecutive loss. 

Kaleb Wesson had 15 points 
and 12 rebounds for Ohio State 
(11-1), which has won five in a row 
since its only loss of the season 
last month against Syracuse. 

The Buckeyes got their sec¬ 
ond win at the United Center this 
season. 

Kris Wilkes had 18 points and 
seven rebounds for UCLA (7-5). 

No. 16 Wisconsin 84, Gram- 
bling State 53: Ethan Happ 
scored 19 points and grabbed his 
1,000th career rebound, leading 
the host Badgers. 

Happ finished with eight re¬ 
bounds for Wisconsin (10-2). He 
is the 15th player in Big Ten his¬ 
tory to reach 1,000 rebounds. 


No. 17 Mississippi State 67, 
Wright State 63: Quinndary 
Weatherspoon scored 14 points 
and went 5 of 6 from the free- 
throw line in the final minute as 
the Bulldogs won their eighth 
straight game. 

Aric Holman had 12 points, 
nine rebounds, four blocks and 
four assists for the Mississippi 
State (11-1), which was playing in 
Jackson, Miss. 

Bill Wampler had 19 points for 
the Raiders (6-7). 

No. 22 Indiana 94, Jackson¬ 
ville 64: Juwan Morgan recorded 
the second triple-double in Hoo- 
siers history and host Indiana 
won its sixth straight. 

Morgan finished with 10 points, 
10 rebounds and 10 assists. 

The Hoosiers (11-2) went 6-0 
in December, the first time they 
have gone undefeated in a calen¬ 


dar month since November 2012. 

No. 23 Iowa 110, Savannah 
State 64: Joe Wieskamp scored a 
career-high 24 points, Jordan Bo¬ 
hannon had 18 on six threes and 
the host Hawkeyes blew past the 
Tigers for their fourth straight 
victory. 

Tyler Cook scored 16 points in 
17 minutes for Iowa (10-2). 

Zach Sellers had 18 points for 
Savannah State (3-11), which has 
lost seven in a row. 

No. 25 Nebraska 86, Cal 
State Fullerton 62: James Palm¬ 
er Jr. scored 23 points and the 
host Cornhuskers took control 
midway through the first half to 
defeat the Titans. 

Nebraska (10-2) won its 18th 
straight home game, a streak dat¬ 
ing to last season. Isaiah Roby had 
20 points for the Cornhuskers. 
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Jackson leads 
surging Ravens 
past Chargers 


By Joe Reedy 

Associated Press 

CARSON, Calif. — Just like 
that, the Baltimore Ravens have 
gone from a midseason swoon to 
the brink of their first playoff trip 
in four years. 

The resurgent Ravens contin¬ 
ued their late push with a 22-10 
victory over the Los Angeles 
Chargers on Saturday behind 
Lamar Jackson’s first 200-yard 
passing game and a stingy de¬ 
fense that held one of the NFL’s 
top offenses under 200 yards for 
the first time since 2014. 

Baltimore, which has won five 
of its past six with Jackson as the 
starter, dominated for most of the 
night to remain in possession of 
the last AFC wild card with one 
game remaining in the regular 
season. And the Ravens (9-6) 
would move into first place in the 
AFC North if Pittsburgh loses at 
New Orleans on Sunday. 

“I’m proud of our guys. So 
many of them stepped up and 
made plays,” coach John Har- 
baugh said. “Our guys were win¬ 
ning the 1-on-l battles and our 
coverage was real good.” 

Baltimore got a win against a 
Los Angeles squad that had al¬ 
ready clinched a playoff spot with 
wins in 10 of its last 11 games. 
The Chargers’ loss, which drops 
them to 11-4, deals a big blow to 
their hopes of winning the AFC 
West. Kansas City can wrap up 
the division title and a first-round 
playoff bye with a win at Seattle 
on Sunday night. 


“We couldn’t get them off the 
field on defense. And we couldn’t 
stay on the field on offense,” coach 
Anthony Lynn said. “We got out¬ 
played. We got outcoached. It’s 
just that simple.” 

Jackson, the 32nd overall draft 
pick in April, completed 12 of 22 
passes for 204 yards. 

“I’m used to playing on big stag¬ 
es and people doubting us. I try to 
prove them wrong,” Jackson said. 
“We can play with anyone. That 
was a great team. We can fight 
and everyone sees it now.” 

Baltimore led 6-3 at halftime 
but the Chargers took the lead less 
than two minutes into the third 
quarter on Melvin Gordon’s touch¬ 
down from a yard out. The Ravens 
got the ball to start the second half 
but Chargers rookie safety Der- 
win James forced Kenneth Dix¬ 
on’s fumble, which was recovered 
by Melvin Ingram at the Ravens 
21 and returned 3 yards. 

The Ravens quickly answered 
on the ensuing possession when 
tight end Mark Andrews split 
safeties Adrian Phillips and 
Jahleel Addae, taking Jackson’s 
pass in stride and racing 67 yards 
foraTD. 

“We turned it over so it was up 
to us to go back down and score,” 
said Jackson, who also rushed 
for 39 yards. “It was play action. 
Mark got open and made a great 
catch.” 

The Ravens’ defense, which 
came into the game as the top- 
ranked unit in the NFL, frustrat¬ 
ed the Chargers most of the night. 
Philip Rivers — who went 23 of 37 



Kelvin Kuo/AP 

Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson celebrates after a touchdown 
against the Chargers during the second half on Saturday. 


for 181 yards — was sacked four 
times, threw two interceptions 
and didn’t have a touchdown pass 
for the first time this season. 

Baltimore converted three Los 
Angeles turnovers into 10 points. 
The Ravens were up 16-10 with 
2:40 remaining when Patrick On- 
wuaso forced Antonio Gates to 
fumble and Tavon Young scooped 
it up and returned it 62 yards for 
a touchdown. 

“I saw a couple opportunities 
where I could punch the ball out 
and that was one of them. Once I 
punched it I didn’t know if he was 
down or not,” Onwuaso said. 

The 198 net yards by the Char¬ 
gers’ offense was their fourth-low- 
est total since Rivers became the 
starting quarterback in 2006. 

“We got off to a terrible start, 
turning the ball over on the first 
play,” Rivers said. “And we had 
three third-down conversions 
called back really that we couldn’t 
overcome. We got ourselves in 
third-and-super-long a lot. It’s a 
good defense and they outplayed 
us today. Depending on what hap¬ 
pens we may get another crack at 
them in two weeks.” 


Ravens 22 , Chargers 10 

Baltimore 3 3 10 6-22 

L.A. Chargers 0 3 7 0-10 

First Quarter 

Bal-FG Tucker 24, 12:43. 

Second Quarter 

Bal-FG Tucker 35, 2:50. 

LAC-FG Badgley 38, :40. 

Third Quarter 

LAC—Gordon 1 run (Badgley kick), 
13:18. 

Bal—Andrews 68 pass from L.Jackson 
(Tucker kick), 12:18. 

Bal-FG Tucker 56, 5:36. 

Fourth Quarter 

Bal—T.Young 62 fumble return, 2:40. 

A-25,571. 

Bal LAC 

First downs 15 

Total Net Yards 361 

Rushes-yards 35-159 

Passing 202 

Punt Returns 2-17 

Kickoff Returns 3-55 

Interceptions Ret. 2-(minu 

Comp-Att-Int 12-22-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 3-2 

Punts 3-50.0 

Fumbles-Lost 2-1 

Penalties-Yards 4-40 

Time of Possession 31:25 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING-Baltimore, Edwards 14-92, 
L.Jackson 13-39, Dixon 8-28. Los Angeles, 
Gordon 12-41, Benjamin 1-6, Mi.WilTiams 
1-4, Rivers 1-1, J.Jackson l-(minus 1). 

PASSING-Baltimore, L.Jackson 12-22- 
0-204. Los Angeles, Rivers 23-37-2-181. 

RECEIVING-Baltimore, Andrews 2- 
83, Jo.Brown 2-27, Dixon 2-20, Boyle 2-15, 
Crabtree 1-20, H.Hurst 1-18, Edwards 1- 
13, Moore 1-8. Los Angeles, J.Jackson 7- 
47, K.AIIen 5-58, Gates 3-21, Gordon 3-13, 
Green 2-12, Ty.Wllllams 1-12, Benjamin 
1-11, Mi.Wiiliams 1-7. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Baltimore, 
Tucker 53, Tucker 65. 


23-37-2 

4-34 

7-41.6 


28:35 


Scoreboard 


American Conference 


East 
W L 

New England 9 5 

Miami 7 7 

Buffalo 5 9 

N.Y. Jets 4 10 

South 

Houston 10 4 

Tennessee 9 6 

Indianapolis 8 6 
Jacksonville 4 10 

North 

Pittsburgh 8 5 

Baltimore 9 6 
Cleveland 6 7 

Cincinnati 6 8 

West 

x-Kansas City 11 3 

x-L.A. Chargers 11 4 

Denver 6 8 

Oakland 3 11 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Pet PF PA 

.643 374 310 
.500 295 374 
.357 215 333 
.286 292 359 

.714 352 281 
.600 293 270 
.571 372 300 
.286 225 289 

.607 384 316 
.600 363 263 
.464 309 348 
.429 337 413 

.786 499 380 
.733 405 320 
.429 306 299 
.214 260 418 


National Conference 


W L T 

Dallas 8 6 0 

Philadelphia 7 7 0 

Washington 7 8 0 

N.Y. Giants 5 9 0 

South 

y-New Orieans 12 2 0 

Carolina 6 8 0 

Atlanta 5 9 0 

Tampa Bay 5 9 0 

North 

y-Chicago 10 4 0 

Minnesota 7 6 1 

Green Bay 581 
Detroit 5 9 0 


Pet PF PA 

.571 276 269 
.500 311 318 
.467 281 335 
.357 307 348 


.857 459 292 
.429 333 344 
.357 356 381 
.357 344 403 


.714 383 264 
.536 323 308 
.393 332 331 
.357 284 333 


y-L.A. Rams 11 3 0 .786 448 343 

Seattle 8 6 0 .571 363 292 

San Francisco 4 10 0 .286 301 373 

Arizona 3 11 0 .214 192 367 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Saturday’s games 
Tennessee 25, Washington 16 
Baltimore 22, L.A. Chargers 10 
Sunday's games 
Atlanta at Carolina 
Houston at Philadelphia 
N.Y. Giants at Indianapolis 
Green Bay at N.Y. Jets 
Minnesota at Detroit 
Buffalo at New England 
Cincinnati at Cleveland 
Jacksonville at Miami 
Tampa Bay at Dallas 
L.A. Rams at Arizona 
Chicago at San Francisco 
Pittsburgh at New Orleans 
Kansas City at Seattle 

Monday’s games 
Denver at Oakland 

Sunday, Dec. 30 
Miami at Buffalo 
Cleveland at Baltimore 
Carolina at New Orieans 
N.Y. Jets at New Engiand 
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh 
Chicago at Minnesota 
Detroit at Green Bay 
Indianapolis at Tennessee 
Philadelphia at Washington 
Dallas at N.Y. Giants 
Oakland at Kansas City 
Jacksonville at Houston 
Atlanta at Tampa Bay 
San Francisco at L.A. Rams 
L.A. Chargers at Denver 
Arizona at Seattle 


Gabbert keeps Titans’ hopes alive 


By Teresa M. Walker 
Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The Tennessee Ti¬ 
tans finally have a victory in a game where 
quarterback Marcus Mariota left injured, and 
Blaine Gabbert did much more than just win. 

Gabbert kept the Titans’ playoff hopes alive. 

The veteran threw a 2-yard touchdown pass 
to MyCole Pruitt with 4:30 left and the Titans 
rallied to beat the Washington Redskins 25-16 
on Saturday for their fourth straight victory. 

“I don’t know,” Gabbert said when asked if 
this was the biggest win of his eight-year ca¬ 
reer with four teams. “It was a fun win. We got 
a big game next week.” 

The victory was Tennessee’s first in the 
seven career games that Mariota has left with 
an injury. 

Coming off the bench for the third time this 
season, Gabbert threw for 101 yards after the 
Redskins knocked Mariota out of the game late 
in the first half with a stinger. Gabbert hit Tay- 
wan Taylor for 35 yards to jump-start the win¬ 
ning drive, Derrick Henry ran four times for 
33 yards, his last an 18-yarder to the 2. Gabbert 
then hit Pruitt at the back of the end zone. 


The Titans (9-6) must beat Andrew Luck 
and the Indianapolis Colts and have either 
Baltimore or Pittsburgh lose once to earn the 
AFC’s second wild-card spot for a second con¬ 
secutive playoff berth. 

“The only scenario that any of us are smart 
enough to worry about is us preparing to win 
and ultimately win, and that’s all we can do 
right now,” first-year Titans coach Mike Vra- 
bel said. 

Safety Kevin Byard intercepted Josh John¬ 
son’s pass on third-and-3 with 1:17 left. Then 
Malcolm Butler picked off a pass as time ex¬ 
pired and ran 56 yards for an emphatic TD. 

The Redskins (7-8) have lost five of six, and 
coach Jay Gruden said they couldn’t ask for 
anything more from quarterback Josh John¬ 
son, who came off his couch only weeks ago. 
Washington needs losses by Minnesota and Se¬ 
attle to avoid being eliminated. 

“I’m just very proud and sick for the way it 
ended for him tonight because he really just 
played (great), displayed great courage, lead¬ 
ership all in three weeks,” Gruden said. “I hate 
for him to be judged on that one pass [Byard’s 
interception], but overall just very, very proud 
of the way he came in here and led this team.” 


Mariota had thrown for 110 yards when he 
was sacked with 48 seconds left in the first half 
by Jonathan Allen. His right, throwing shoul¬ 
der and arm were examined, then he walked to 
the locker room and was replaced by Gabbert. 

The stinger is the same injury that knocked 
him out of Tennessee’s loss Nov. 18 at India¬ 
napolis. He also was knocked out of the season 
opener with an elbow injury that cost him a 
start. Vrabel said Mariota was still being eval¬ 
uated after the game. 

Byard said the Titans have full trust in 
Gabbert. 

“It’s really no panic on the sideline,” Byard 
said. 

Johnson threw for 153 yards and a TD. 
Dustin Hopkins kicked field goals of 50,40 and 
46 yards, and Washington finished with three 
sacks. 

The fourth quarterback to start this season 
for Washington this season, Johnson drove the 
Redskins on the NFL’s second-longest drive 
this season, taking the ball with 26 seconds left 
in the first quarter and then eating up 10:58 off 
the clock, going 93 yards over 17 plays. John¬ 
son capped the drive with a 7-yard TD pass to 
Michael Floyd for a 10-6 lead. 


Titans 25, Redskins 16 

Washington 3 7 3 3-16 

Tennessee 6 3 0 16—25 

First Quarter 

Was-FG Hopkins 50,12:09. 

Ten—Henry 1 run (kick faiied), 5:37. 

Second Quarter 

Was—Fioyd 7 pass from J.Johnson 
(Hopkins kick), 4:28. 

Ten —FG Succop 42, :00. 

Third Quarter 

Was-FG Hopkins 40, 4:57. 

Fourth Quarter 

Ten —FG Succop 33, 14:55. 

Was-FG Hopkins 46, 8:09. 

Ten —Pruitt 2 pass from Gabbert (Suc¬ 
cop kick), 4:30. 

Ten—Butler 56 Interception return, 
:00. 

A-60,746. 

Was Ten 

First downs 17 20 

Totai Net Yards 292 291 

Rushes-yards 34-161 27-99 

Passing 131 192 

Punt Returns 0-0 1-16 

Kickoff Returns 1-28 1-31 

interceptions Ret. 0-0 2-57 

Comp-Att-int 13-23-2 17-25-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 2-22 3-19 

Punts 2-53.5 4-42.3 

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 0-0 

Penaltles-Yards 8-49 2-10 

Time of Possession 33:03 26:57 

INDiVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING-Washington, Peterson 26- 
119, J.Johnson 4-22, Thompson 4-20. Ten¬ 
nessee, Henry 21-84, Mariota 1-7, D.Lewis 
3-5, Jennings 1-2, C.Davis 1-1. 

PASSING-Washington, J.Johnson 13- 
23-2-153. Tennessee, Mariota 10-13-0- 
110, Gabbert 7-11-0-101, Henry O-l-O-O. 

RECEIVING-Washington, Crowder 5- 
78, Doctson 3-30, Sprinkie 2-22, Peterson 
1-8, Thompson 1-8, Floyd 1-7. Tennessee, 
Taylor 3-64, C.Davis 3-45, Jennings 3-29, 
D.Lewis 3-20, Pruitt 2-29, Firkser 2-16, 
Henry 1-8. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Bowl roundup 

Wake Forest rallies, 
holds off Memphis 



Photos by Jim Cowsert/AP 


Army head coach Jeff Monken, center, leads his team onto the field prior to the Armed Forces Bowl 
against Houston on Saturday, in Fort Worth, Texas. The Black Knighte won 70-14. 

Routs: No. 22 Black Knights wrap 
up program’s first 11-win campaign 


FROM BACK PAGE 

program history. 

“Just trying to get back to the 
line of scrimmage,” Hopkins 
said. “There was this huge con¬ 
voy of guys right there when I 
was running in. ... I just felt like 
people were on me. I thought it 
was Houston, and I realized it 
was gray jerseys. It was a really 
good team win.” 

The Black Knights (11-2) won 
their ninth consecutive game 
since an overtime loss at playoff 
team Oklahoma exactly three 
months earlier. 

“Great, great finish to a terrific 
season,” coach Jeff Monken said. 

Houston (8-5) lost for the fourth 
time in five games since starting 
7-1 and getting into the AP Top 25 
poll for one week in late October. 
The injury-plagued Cougars suf¬ 
fered their most-lopsided loss in 
their 27 bowl games, and their 
biggest loss overall since a 66- 
10 loss at UCLA during the 1997 
regular season. 

“That’s the hardest part to 
swallow, you’re 7-1,” second-year 
coach M^or Applewhite said. 
“I’m proud of the way our kids 
fought. I’m not proud of losing the 
games at the end of the season the 
way we lost them.” 

Hopkins ran 11 times for 170 
yards before coming out of the 
game midway through the third 
quarter when it was 49-7. He also 
completed the first 1,000-yard 
passing season for Army since 
2007. He was 3-for-3 passing for 
70 yards, including a 54-yarder 
that set up one of his three 1-yard 
TD plunges. He also had a 2-yard 
TD run. 

Army got 507 of its 592 total 



Army QB Kelvin Hopkins Jr. 
poses with his MVP award 
following Army's 70-14 win over 
Houston in the Armed Forces 
Bowl on Saturday. 

yards on the ground in its highest- 
scoring game this season — and 
the most points in the program’s 
nine bowl appearances. The 
Black Knights won a bowl for the 
third consecutive year, including 
last year’s Armed Forces Bowl 
over San Diego State. 

On the first play of the second 
quarter, on Houston’s first snap 
after Hopkins’ long TD run, Cam¬ 
eron Jones had a 23-yard fumble 
return for a score after James 
Nachtigal forced the turnover 
when he sacked Clayton Tune. 

While Hopkins had his left arm 
in a sling after the game, he said 
he was “a little banged up” and 
that it was just a precaution. The 


junior quarterback’s 77-yarder on 
the last play of the first quarter 
made it 14-0. 

“He did a really good job of 
finding an initial opening be¬ 
cause it was almost a busted 
play,” Monken said. “It was not 
designed to go back that direction 
and he kind of skipped out of the 
way of a guy.” 

Tune, the true freshman fill¬ 
ing in for injured playmaker 
D’Eriq King, was 21-for-32 pass¬ 
ing for 230 yards and was sacked 
10 times. He was responsible for 
both Houston TDs, a 3-yard pass 
to Romello Brooker in the second 
quarter and a 6-yard run with 6 V 2 
minutes left. 

The takeaway 

Houston: The Cougars didn’t 
have King or NFL-bound defen¬ 
sive tackle Ed Oliver. King, who 
will be back next season, was re¬ 
sponsible for 50 touchdowns in 11 
games before knee surgery. Oli¬ 
ver missed four games because of 
a bruised right knee, then skipped 
the bowl game to focus on prepar¬ 
ing for the NFL draft. 

“I love Ed to death, but there 
were more issues than missing 
Ed,” Applewhite said. “Give cred¬ 
it to Army.” 

Army: After a 10-loss season as 
freshmen, the Black Knights’ se¬ 
nior class won 29 games the past 
three seasons. They finished with 
back-to-back seasons of at least 
10 wins. Army is an AP Top 25 
team for the first time since 1996, 
the academy’s only other 10-win 
season. 

“I knew we had something spe¬ 
cial going on in our program,” 
Monken said. 


Associated Press 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Jamie 
Newman’s season started on a 
sour note and finished on a sweet 
one. 

Newman ran for a 1-yard 
touchdown with 34 seconds left to 
cap a big performance and Wake 
Forest’s comeback in a 37-34 vic¬ 
tory over Memphis in the Bir¬ 
mingham Bowl on Saturday. The 
quarterback who lost the compe¬ 
tition for the starting job in fall 
camp, then replaced an injured 
Sam Hartman, delivered big play 
after big play in a storybook end¬ 
ing to the season. 

“When Sam got hurt and Jamie 
became the starter, it wasn’t like, 
‘Woe is us,’ and ‘we’re in trouble,’ ” 
Wake Forest coach Dave Claw¬ 
son said. “Jamie and Sam were 
going back and forth all of camp 
and then Jamie got hurt [bruised 
quad] in the last scrimmage.” 

Even after that go-ahead score, 
the Demon Deacons (7-6) had 
to wait to celebrate until Riley 
Patterson’s 43-yard field goal at¬ 
tempt went wide right as time 
expired. 

Both teams scored touchdowns 
over the final 1:15. Memphis (8- 
6) lost a big lead for the second 
straight game after jumping 
ahead by 18 points in the first 
half 

Voted the game MVP, New¬ 
man ran for three touchdowns 
and passed for a fourth to lead 
Wake Forest, throwing for 328 
yards and rushing 23 times for 91 
more. 

He led the Demon Deacons on a 
75-yard drive, starting at the 1:15 
mark, covering most of it with 
completions of 49 and 20 yards to 
Alex Bachman. 

“Alex Bachman made some 
great plays down there, a lot of 
one-on-one balls, 50-50 balls, and 
he won,” Newman said. 

He rebounded from an early 
sack on that last scoring drive, 
and from a pick-six in the first 
half, too. 

“We practice this every 
Wednesday throughout the week,” 
Newman said of the two-minute 
drill. “This was just another day 
at the office out there.” 

Bachman’s second catch was 
reviewed and the spot was upheld 
at the 1-yard line after his right 
arm hit the pylon. Newman kept 
the ball for the go-ahead score. 

Bachman finished with seven 
catches for 171 yards. 

Dollar General Bowl 

Troy 42, Buffalo 32: At Mobile, 
Ala., Sawyer Smith threw for 320 
yards and four touchdowns, and 
B.J. Smith and Sidney Davis ran 
for touchdowns for Troy. 

Troy (10-3) secured the hard- 
fought win on Davis’ 20-yard 
touchdown run with 3:09 remain¬ 
ing, a play after Buffalo’s Tyree 
Jackson fumbled to give the Tro¬ 
jans possession. 



Eugene Tanner/AP 


Louisiana Tech defensive end 
Jaylon Ferguson sacks Hawaii 
quarterback Chevan Cordeiro in 
the first half of the Hawaii Bowl. 

The entertaining game had 
several big swings in momentum, 
especially during a strange third 
quarter that featured Buffalo 
scoring seven points despite not 
running an offensive play. 

Troy took a 21-17 lead on Smith’s 
2-yard touchdown run with 9:47 
left in the third and then imme¬ 
diately recovered an onside kick. 
The Trojans were driving for an¬ 
other score before B.J. Smith’s 
fumble bounced into the hands of 
Buffalo’s Tyrone Hill, who ran 93 
yards for a touchdown to give the 
Bulls a 24-21 lead. Troy jumped 
ahead 35-24 after two quick 
touchdowns in the fourth quarter 
and held off Buffalo’s final rally. 

Jackson threw for 274 yards 
with a touchdown and an inter¬ 
ception for Buffalo (10-4). 

Hawaii Bowl 

Louisiana Tech 31, Hawaii 14: 

At Honolulu, J’Mar Smith threw 
one touchdown pass and ran for 
another score in a big third quar¬ 
ter to lead Louisiana Tech over 
Hawaii. 

The Bulldogs (8-5) rallied from 
a 7-3 halftime deficit to secure 
their fifth bowl victory in as many 
seasons, a program first. 

Smith threw for 285 yards on 
19-of-31 passing with an intercep¬ 
tion. He tossed a 58-yard touch¬ 
down pass to Jaqwis Dancy and 
scored on a 4-yard run that was 
part of a 21-point third quarter. 

Louisiana Tech took the lead 
for good on Israel Tucker’s 5- 
yard TD run with 10:27 left in the 
third. 

Bulldogs defensive end Jaylon 
Ferguson became the NCAA’s ca¬ 
reer sacks leader when he dropped 
Hawaii quarterback Chevan Cor¬ 
deiro for a 2-yard loss late in the 
third. Ferguson’s 45 sacks broke 
the previous mark set by Arizona 
State’s Terrell Suggs. 

Hawaii played without wide re¬ 
ceiver John Ursua, who leads the 
nation with 16 touchdown catch¬ 
es. Ursua was sidelined with an 
undisclosed injury. 

The Bulldogs had a Hawaii 
Bowl-record nine sacks, four by 
Willie Baker. 












Stars and Stripes Monday,December24,2018 


SPORTS 



Sun Devils stunner 

No. 18 ASU hands top-ranked 
Kansas first loss » Page 29 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Simply overwhelming 

No. 22 Army routs Houston in Armed Forces Bowl 



^Great, great finish to a terrific season.’ 

Jeff Monken 

Black Knights coach, after Army capped the first 11-win season in program history by beating 
Houston 70-14 on Saturday in the Armed Forces Bowl. The Black Knights won their ninth 
consecutive game since a 28-21 overtime loss at Oklahoma in September, and finish the season 
as an AP Top 25 team for the first time since 1996, the academy’s only other 10-win season. 


to the ground when he switched directions 
again and took off toward the end zone. 

That nifty 77-yard run was one of his 
Armed Forces Bowl-record five rushing 
touchdowns as the No. 22 Black Knights 
overwhelmed Houston 70-14 on Satur¬ 
day to reach 11 wins for the first time in 

SEE ROUTS ON PAGE 31 


By Stephen Hawkins 

Associated Press 


FORT WORTH, Texas — Army quar¬ 
terback Kelvin Hopkins Jr. initially ran 
right before cutting back the other way 
and eluding a tackier. He 
sent two other de¬ 
fenders sliding 


Beal, Wizards outlast Suns in triple-overtime » Page 28 
















